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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Art’s healing hand 
returns as it sparks 
coastal gold rush 


FOR many, the definition and power 
of a piece of art is that it stimulates 
debate. Does it make you stop and 
stare? Does it make you discuss it 
with friends and family? Does it stay 
with you? 

Of course, many see art simply as 
the ability to draw a good, life-like 
picture. But art is so much broader 
than that and getting your head 
around that aspect is just one of the 
challenges. 

For example, does burying 30 pieces 
of gold on a beach and telling 
people to dig for it at low tide 
actually constitute art? 

Many were chewing that 
over this week as artist 
Michael Sailstorfer unveiled 
a work he entitled Folke¬ 
stone Digs. His act made the 
beach a remarkable buzz of 
family and friends seeking a 
sliver of gold in a 
convivial atmos¬ 
phere. It’s hard 
not to hail it as 
an impressive, 




living, breathing, evolving piece of 
art which, given the pieces may 
never be found, could last for ever. 

Whatever your view on art, it got 
people talking and interested. 

But art’s power extends far beyond 
that, of course. You underestimate it 
at your peril. As the Turner Contem¬ 
porary in Margate has proved, it can 
be a catalyst for regeneration. And 
the anticipation of the Folkestone 
Triennial - which the beach gold was 
for - demonstrates what an impact it 
can have on an area. 

Starting this weekend, it will 
pull in thousands to a town 
which is, in itself, in a state of 
constant evolution. 

The aim, of course, is that 
at the end of the process the 
bigger picture for these towns 
is one of economic success and 
creative talent. Art can help, 
in part at least, to 
paint that future 
vision. 

Enjoy your 
weekend. 
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Save up to £2,000 with Britelite's fantastic 

SCRAPPAGE 

SCHEME 


45 % 


PLUS 


OFF 


ALL WINDOWS 
THIS SUMMER 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


Whichr 

Trusted if ader i 


FITTED AS STANDARD 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your 
home. Britelite windows will even add value to your property when the time 
comes to sell. Save £££'s off your heating bill with our high performance 
Triple Glazed windows. A Britelite window will perfectly complement 
l your home and what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. We 
% recycle 95% of the windows we remove when fitting our new Triple 
% Glazing, which allows us to offer an additional scrappage discount. 


l yoi 

\ 


Showrooms throughout the 
South East of England 


See website for full addresses 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


*Off list price for orders placed by midnight 7/9/2014. Cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer.t Scrappage on windows only 
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Artist buries £10,000 of 
gold on popular beach 



By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


THOUSANDS of people are 
expected to continue to dig for a 
haul of 30 gold pieces worth 
£10,000 buried on a Folkestone 
beach this weekend - with anyone 
who finds a piece told they can 
keep it and sell it. 

The remarkable stunt is part of a 
piece of art, entitled Folkestone 
Digs, by the artist Michael 
Sailstorfer. It forms part of the 
Folkestone Triennial arts festival 
which begins this weekend and 
runs until November. 

Organisers insist it is no hoax 
and that the pieces range in value 
from £250 to £500. 

In addition to the gold there are 
other items of metal in a bid to 
make it fairer for those taking 
metal detectors on to the beach. 

The gold was hidden on the 
Outer Harbour Beach and revealed 
on Thursday lunchtime. At 4pm 
that day, when the tide went out 
and exposed the beach, the public 
were told if they could find it, they 
could keep it. 

It is believed the gold is spread 
evenly across the beach and at a 
depth of around half a metre. 


However, with the shifting sands 
and tides, anyone seeking to find 
the 24-carat pieces may have to 
hunt well as they are very small, 
and well hidden. 

Lewis Biggs, curator of the 
triennial - which takes place once 
every three years - explained: “The 
piece lasts forever because no one 
will ever know if all the pieces have 
ever be found or not. 

“A lot of people won’t admit to 
having found one even if they have. 
Would you? We see no end to the 


artwork. It is meant to be a lot of fun.” 

Organisers admit they are 
keeping a close eye on the beach to 
ensure everyone remains safe, 
while the RNLI has advised all 
those heading to the beach this 
weekend to take all the normal pre¬ 
cautions to ensure their safety in 
pursuit of gold. 

Local people and visitors 
wanting to dig are encouraged to 
keep an eye on the weather 
forecast and the tide times and 
should pack some suitable 


footwear. 

Born in 1979, Michael Sailstorfer 
lives and works in Berlin. Previous 
works have included painstakingly 
collecting fallen autumn leaves, 
painting and refastening them 
back onto the tree to simulate a 
premature spring. 

The triennial is seen as one of the 
key tools in transforming the 
image and reputation of the seaside 
town. 

For more on the Folkestone 
Triennial see pages 22-23. 


Ex sweet shop owner jailed 
for assaults on young girls 


Website launched to 
reunite stolen property 
with rightful owners 


POLICE eager to reunite people with 
stolen property are hoping that a 
new initiative will see hundreds of 
items, from jewellery to car parts, 
back with the rightful owner. 

The force has launched a gallery 
on its website where members of the 
public who have had items stolen, 
can browse recovered property. 

The photo gallery, called ‘Is This 
Yours?’ features property recovered 
as the result of arrests, raids on 
suspects properties or when it’s been 
handed into a police station. 

Detective Chief Inspector Ann 
Lisseman said: “We have 15 items 
with a total value of about £2,000 
and one piece has been in our care 
for five months. 

“Since then, we’ve accumulated a 
large amount of stock that we’ve 
been unable to place. Some of it has 
been stolen or recovered locally but 
some would have found its way to 
Kent from other parts of the country. 

“Many of these things would be 
greatly missed, particularly jewellery 
which often has sentimental value. It 


would be wonderful if there was a 
happy ending for some people who 
may have given up hope of ever 
seeing their belongings again. 

“The potential benefits of the new 
initiative are enormous. We should 
be able to return more property to 
owners, reduce the number of items 
in our property stores, and bring 
more suspects to justice. 

“The latter happens when we 
believe that property doesn’t belong 
to the person who has it but we can’t 
prove it. 

“If we can find the rightful owner 
through Is This Yours? we can build 
a prosecution case against the 
alleged offender.” 

The biggest item the police 
currently have on the site is a 
mobility scooter while the longest 
item in the police store has been a 
side window from a Mini. 

Members of the public who make a 
claim will need to prove that they are 
the rightful owner of the item. For 
details see the Kent Police website at 
www.kent.police.uk. 


A FORMER sweet shop owner who 
indecently assaulted children in the 
back of his shop more than 30 years 
ago has been jailed for 15 months. 

Edwin Griggs, 82, was found 
guilty by a jury at Canterbury 
Crown Court of indecently 
assaulting two young girls in the 
back of The Chocolate Box in 
Strand Street, Sandwich, between 
1974 and 1981. 

His victims, who were 12 and 13 


POLICE called to reports of an 
'illegal immigrant’ on Dover 
seafront discovered it was 
actually a Channel swimmer 
attempting to break a world 
record. 

Officers and Border Force 
officials arrived at Shakespeare 
beach at around 8.45am on 
Wednesday, after calls were 
made by concerned locals. 

But it was actually Australian 


at the time, said he had assaulted 
them as a 'punishment’ for stealing 
sweets from the shop. The women 
came forward in 2012, after one of 
them had seen Griggs in a shop a 
few months earlier. 

The other woman now lives in 
Canada but was able to give 
evidence via video link. 

He was found guilty of three 
counts of indecent assault. He was 
cleared of two other charges. 


triathlete John Van Wisse, who 
was preparing to swim 21 miles 
across the Channel. 

Mr Wisse had already run a 
gruelling 86 miles from London’s 
Marble Arch to Dover the day 
before. 

After he gets to France he will 
cycle 180 miles to Paris, and is 
aiming to beat the current record 
of 73 hours and 39 minutes set by 
Mark Bayliss in 2012. 
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Worrying number do not earn a 'living wage' 


FIGURES released this week highlighted how thou¬ 
sands of workers are struggling on pay below the 
so-called 'living wage’. 

The £7.65 an hour rate is seen as allowing workers to 
afford a basic standard of living. 

But the Trade Unions’ Congress (TUC) says 29 per 
cent of workers in the South Thanet constituency are 
paid less. 


Sittingbourne and Sheppey had the greatest number 
of women earning below the figure - some 34 per cent. 

Sevenoaks is the part of the county with the least 
employees earning under the living wage with just 
over 15 per cent of employees earning less. 

TUC general secretary Frances O’Grady said: 
“Women are bearing the brunt of growing in-work 
poverty across Britain today.” 



Ann Barnes takes a shot 
at PM David Cameron in 
row over gun licensing 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


POLICE and Crime Commissioner 
Ann Barnes is demanding to know 
why a decision to raise the gun li¬ 
censing fees appears to have been 
overturned by the Prime Minister. 

The commissioner has written to 
David Cameron challenging his de¬ 
cision and asking why tax payers are 
to continue picking up a large chunk 
of the cost of obtaining or renewing 
a shotgun or firearm licence. 

A governance board meeting on 
Tuesday was told the shortfall be¬ 
tween the cost to Kent Police of ad¬ 
ministering applications and renew¬ 
als and the actual fee paid by those 
owning firearms and shotguns is 
nearly £700,000 every year - the ap¬ 
proximate cost of 18 police officers or 
one per cent of the council tax precept. 

Mrs Barnes said: “I expect Kent 
Police to ruthlessly interrogate its 
budget to find the savings we need to 
cope with a relentless round of cuts 
to police funding. 





UNDER FIRE : PM David Cameron 

“So I find it very hard to under¬ 
stand why this full cost recovery de¬ 
cision, approved by the Home Office, 
the Treasury and minister responsi¬ 
ble appears to have been overturned 
by the Prime Minister. 


“On behalf of the people of Kent I 
want to know why. I think the major¬ 
ity of the public would want to see 18 
more officers on the street and to ask 
those who want to keep firearms and 
shotguns to pay more towards the ac¬ 
tual cost of issuing the licences.” 

Deputy Chief Constable Paul 
Brandon told the board that the cost 
of granting a new firearm or shot¬ 
gun certificate is £50 for five years, 
although the true cost, taking into 
account the adminstrative time and 
effort is £189. The fee for the five- 
year renewal of a certificate is £40 
but the true cost is £106. 

He added that this meant that 
Kent Police is only recovering be¬ 
tween 26 per cent to 37 per cent of 
the true cost of individual licences. 

The cost includes checking data¬ 
bases, obtaining medical evidence, 
verifying the identity of the individ¬ 
ual and their referee, reviewing stor¬ 
age and maintaining a database of 
holders and their weapons. 

Each year Kent Police renews 
more than 2,000 new shotgun li¬ 
cences - the highest in the country. 


BLOOMING : Kaddy Lee Preston 

TV star Kaddy 
confirms she's 
expecting baby 

BBC weather presenter Kaddy Lee 
Preston has confirmed she is expecting 
her first child. 

The 36-year-old star, most famous for 
her long-running stint on BBC South 
East Today, confirmed live on air during 
a broadcast on Tuesday night that she 
was due to give birth at the end of 
November. 

Sporting a bump, she also admitted 
she was expecting a baby girl. 

She said: “I am six months pregnant. I 
keep trying to keep the gender a secret 
but I keep calling her a she, so the 
secret’s out.” 

The presenter, who lives in a village 
near Ashford, left full-time employment 
at the BBC in March 2012, but has 
continued to freelance for the corpora¬ 
tion, as well as keeping a high local 
profile. 

She told KoS at the time: “People said I 
was mad to leave such a great job and 
there may have been a one per cent doubt, 
but 99 per cent was pure excitement that 
this was the right time to move on. 

“What I’m finding now, and what I 
hoped would happen, is there aren’t 
enough hours in the day to do the 
things I want to do now I’ve left.” 

Last November, she was the presenter 
of the inaugural Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday Food & Drink Awards. 


Psychiatric hospital 
for indecent train act 

A 38-year-old man has been sentenced to a 
lifetime on the sex offender register and detention 
in a psychiatric hospital after exposing himself 
and masturbating on a train last summer. 

Stefan Turansky of Mayfair Road, Dartford, was 
sentenced at Maidstone Crown Court after 
pleading guilty at an earlier hearing to two counts 
of exposure and two counts of engaging in sexual 
activity in the presence of a child. 

The court heard how Turansky committed the 
indecent acts while sitting close to a 26-year-old 
woman, and later a mother and her two children, 
onboard the 6.48pm London Charing Cross to 
Gillingham service on July 29, 2013. 

Detective Constable Andy Parkinson said: “The 
lifetime requirement to remain on the sex 
offenders’ register reflects the seriousness of 
these offences. Turansky targeted women, 
travelling on a quiet train and followed the second 
victim, when she tried to get away. This has had a 
lasting emotional effect on both victims.” 


Boost for council as it 
secures £1.37m funds 

THANET District Council has been successful in a 
bid for £1.37 million of funding - money which it 
will invest in building dozens of new affordable 
homes. 

The council housing team bid for the money 
through the government’s 2015-2018 Affordable 
Homes Programme which is being run by the 
Homes and Communities Agency. 

The money will allow the council to build 58 
new affordable homes in the district, with the 
project set to start in April 2015. The new homes, 
which will include a range of bungalows, flats and 
two and three bedroom houses, will be complet¬ 
ed by March 2018. 

Deputy leader of the council and cabinet 
member for housing, Richard Nicholson, said: 
“This is fantastic news as this significant funding 
will create more affordable housing opportunities 
for residents across the district. I’d like to congrat¬ 
ulate the housing team at the council on a success¬ 
ful bid.” 


Smugglers of ‘family 
in car boot'are jailed 

TWO people-traffickers who tried to smuggle four 
immigrants into the UK in a car boot have been 
jailed for a total of six years. 

Didier Devos and Sandra Vienot had a child of 
seven, her parents and a 55-year-old man 
crammed into the boot of their car when they 
were stopped at Dover Eastern Docks on June 30. 

The immigrants, all from Afghanistan, were 
described by police as being in a “poor condition”. 

The pair had come from Calais to Dover on the 
ferry in their French-registered Renault and told 
border control officers they were just on a day trip. 

They were found guilty of trafficking at Canter¬ 
bury Crown Court and unemployed Devos, 36, of 
no fixed abode, was jailed for four years. Vienot, 

28, from Dunkerque, was jailed for two. 

Detective Constable Matthew Whitlock, from 
Kent Police’s frontier crime unit, said: “Like others 
who trade in human misery, they were driven by 
financial greed and had no regard for human life. 
People were disposable to them.” 
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Brave rescuers pick up 
awards at KFRS bash 


A FIREFIGHTER who helped at the 
scene of an horrific crash which 
claimed the life of a mother and her 
eight-year-old son on the Sheppey 
Crossing, will be presented with a 
special award this week. 

Ronnie Selfe, from the island, will 
be one of a number of frontline and 
support staff receiving commenda¬ 
tions at the Kent Fire and Rescue 


Service award ceremony taking 
place on Wednesday at Oakwood 
House in Maidstone. 

KFRS chief executive Ann 
Millington said: “I am extremely 
proud of all those receiving awards 
and would like to express my 
thanks, not just to them but also to 
all the staff at KFRS for their 
dedication and hard work for Kent 


also 


What will make next week’s headlines... 


Motorists in water main 
warning on busy A249 



and Medway’s communities.” 

Other awards will go to Maid¬ 
stone firefighter Jason Reeves for 
providing CPR which helped save a 
man’s life following a serious road 
collision on the A21. 


A SPECIAL presentation will be 
made next Saturday to alert 
residents of seven-weeks of 
disruption as work to replace an 
old water main on the A249 
takes place. 

Teams from South East Water 
will attend the Detling Parish 
Open Day to answer questions 
from local residents and 
motorists at the event between 


11am and 3pm. 

The work starts on September 
15 on the stretch of road 
between the M20 junction 
seven and M2 junction five, on 
both the north and southbound 
carriageways. 

Both carriageways will have 
one lane closed and a 50mph 
speed restriction while the work 
takes place. 


Teddies tackle trauma 

POLICE will this week be able to start 
helping youngsters involved in car crashes 
with 100 new cuddly recruits. 

The Trauma Teddies will be used to 
comfort children under six involved in 
traumatic incidents. They were donated by 
Swale Knit and Natter Group. 


Schools back this week 

ROADS are set to get busier again this 
week, as thousands of school children bid 
farewell to the summer holidays. 

The majority of schools will return this 
week, increasing traffic at the start and end 
of the day - especially around major school 
sites. 


Outlet to unveil plans 

DESIGNER outlet McArthur Glen in 
Ashford will this week unveil further 
details of its ambitious plans to almost 
double in size. 

The popular shopping complex will 
provide a first glimpse of the scheme and 
its scale on Wednesday. 


Demolition continues 

WORK will continue this week on the 
demolition of the old cinema site in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

The lengthy process has so far seen 
extensive work take place around the 
building, which has remained empty since 
it closed back in 2000. 



ENJOY 24 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

ON PURCHASES OVER £750 UNTIL 15TH SEPTEMBER 2014 


01227 766655 www.lenleys.co.uk 25-34 Roper Rd, Canterbury CT2 7EL 

FURNITURE I BEDS I CURTAINS I FLOORING I ACCESSORIES 

Cash price £800, deposit £200, 24 monthly payments of £25. Total payable £800. Subject to status. Ouotations available on request. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by Lenleys. Credit subject to acceptance. 
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G Plan Upholstery at Nasons 

Passionate about sofas and chairs 


Mistral 


Soft and luxurious, this collection adds a 
stylish statement to your home 


Washington 


Sleek and refined, the clean lines of this range are 
the epitome of modern design. With excellent lumbar 
support, you can relax in style and comfort. 


HIGH QUALITY FURNITURE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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It was probably the worst-kept secret in politics, but Nigel Farage’s victory to stand as Ukip candidate 
in South Thanet will make the battle for Westminster even more interesting. Sarah Linney reports 



BATTLEGROUND : Charismatic Ukip leader Nigel Farage will stand as parlimentary candidate for South Thanet, a seat currently held by Tory Laura Sandys 

They’re all now forced 
to make plans for Nigel 


N INE years ago Nigel 
Farage stood for South 
Thanet in the General 
Election for his fledgling 
party, with hopes mere¬ 
ly of getting back his deposit. 

He finished fourth, polling a little 
over 2,000 votes - around five per 
cent of the total turn-out and enough 
to get his money back. 

On the 10th anniversary of that 
result, he will stand as perhaps the 
hot favourite to not only win, but to 
deliver the UK Independence Party 
with what could be its first ever West¬ 
minister representative. 

Confirmation of his candidacy - 
one of the worst-kept secrets in poli¬ 
tics - took place at a hustings in 
Ramsgate on Tuesday night, as local 
party members cast their vote; Ukip’s 
remarkable rise to prominence em¬ 
bodied by an air of confidence that it 
can finally secure an MP courtesy of 
its Marmite-like leader: you either 
love Westerham’s Nigel Farage, or 
you hate him. 

In Britain we like stability. Our first 
past the post system is designed to 
favour the big, established, moderate 
parties. An outsider can poll a few 
thousand votes at a general election, 
but they will only win in exceptional 
circumstances. 

Yet the rise of Ukip is showing no 
signs of stopping any time soon. 

Mr Farage, who said he would now 
be moving to the constituency, told 
his audience on Tuesday: “Do not dis¬ 
count the possibility that next year 
Ukip could hold the balance of power. 

“Don’t listen to those who tell you if 
you vote for Nigel you wifi split the vote 
and let Labour or the Tories in. If you 
vote Ukip you wifi get Ukip in May.” 

Replacing the Liberal Democrats as 
kingmakers could be perhaps a little 
optimistic, but if the European and 
local elections have proved anything, 
it is you under estimate Ukip and its 
ability to activate its vote, at your peril. 

Speaking to Kent on Sunday after the 
hustings, Mr Farage said: “I think I can 
win. I hope I can. My biggest opponent 
at the election is going to be me. I 
have got to get my campaign right. 

“I am not in the least bit compla¬ 
cent. The first past the post system for 
a party like ours is damned hard.” 

He is going to have to win an awful 
lot of people over. Ukip polled just 
2,529 votes in the constituency in 
2010. Sitting MP Laura Sandys, who 
is stepping down, polled 22,043, 
compared with Labour’s 14,426. 

John Fitzgibbon, lecturer in politics 
and international relations at Canter¬ 
bury Christ Church University, says 
Mr Farage needs about 18,000 or 
19,000 votes to win. 

He explained: “He can win, but it’s 
going to be hard for him and it’s very 
dicey. Ukip have been at this stage for 
a long time now and they have to 
make their breakthrough. If he doesn’t 
win it could be the end of them.” 

Thanet is not a safe Tory seat - it 
was Labour’s until the last election - 
and Dr Fitzgibbon says this makes it 
more difficult for Mr Farage. 

“In somewhere which was strongly 
Tory, he would just have to appeal to 
disaffected Tories,” he explained. 

“But in South Thanet you have 
several options - so can he appeal to 
the Tories and Labour? He has to get 
disaffected people, the people who 
have not been turning out to vote, 



kk I think I can win. I 
hope I can. My biggest 
opponent at the election 
is going to be me. I have 
got to get my campaign 
right. I’m not in the 
least bit complacent Jf 


Nigel Farage, after being named 
as Ukip candidate for South Thanet 


who are sick of the whole thing. 

“Farage has no connections with 
the area, but the Labour candidate 
Will Scobie has - so will he get the 
disaffected working class vote? Will 
they vote for the strong constituency 
worker or the big name?” 

Dr Fitzgibbon says the Tories will 
be firing on all cylinders in Thanet in 
a desperate bid to keep their nemesis 
out of Westminster. 

“The Tories are going to have all 
their ground warfare on this because 
they have to stop him,” he said. 

The Conservatives have confirmed 
Medway councillor Craig Mackinlay as 
its candidate - himself a former Ukip 
member and briefly even its leader. 

Adds Dr Fitzgibbon: “In the Ne¬ 
wark by-election, all the ministers 
were going to the constituency. Every 
minister was required to have a leaf¬ 
let drop. And that’s for a by-election. 
Ukip put a lot of money into that cam¬ 
paign, but it didn’t work. 

“They are going to have to rely on 
the grassroots and I think that’s 
going to be a big problem for Nigel 
Farage. He’s got to get out there and 
really fight hard for it and blitz the 
groundwork. 

“He can’t get in just by being Nigel 
Farage and turning up on the day. 

“The Tories don’t have to save that 
seat, they just have to prevent him 
from getting it. If they can do that, 
that’s like a victory for them.” 

People who have made a protest vote 
at a local or European election tend to 
revert to a more mainstream party at 
general elections - but Dr Fitzgibbon 


says that isn’t a given this time. 

“People might go back to what they 
know. But they don’t know this guy 
Craig Mackinlay. He’s a very tradi¬ 
tional Conservative candidate, but 
he’s not from the area,” he said. 

“And Labour don’t have a very 
established presence there [the party 
has only one county councillor to 
Ukip’s seven].” 

He says the election will ultimately 
depend on the economy - a buoyant 
economy will benefit the Tories. 

“People always vote with their 
pockets. If there’s a big swing to either 
party Farage could just get wiped 
out,” Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“But if there’s a swing against the 
Conservatives, or if people just think, 
I’m sick of the whole lot of them, he 
could get in. 

“I think he will come a very close 
second. I think people look at Farage 
and think he’s a fantastic speaker, 
and they look at Ukip and think they 
are crazy. 

“But it’s going to come down to 
such finely balanced things, like a 
three to four per cent swing. We just 
don’t know right now.” 

Craig Mackinlay had called for 
Ukip not to put a candidate up in 
South Thanet because he is such a 
strong Eurosceptic himself. 

He said he felt sad to be standing 
against his ex-party colleague. 

“I can’t see any sense in it and I 
haven’t spoken to anyone who can,” 
Mr Mackinlay said. 

“In terms of a strategy for Britain, it 
shows quite unbelievable political 


immaturity. I think people will look 
at Ukip now and say, I’m a little bit 
confused about what it’s for. 

“The media spotlight is going to be 
on South Thanet and the Tory party 
will be acting accordingly. 

“I’ve been in politics as long as Ni¬ 
gel has and I’m the candidate who 
has done real things and has real ex¬ 
perience of dealing with the public. 

“I’m concerned about what’s hap¬ 
pening in the constituency, whereas 
Nigel seemed interested in the fish¬ 
ing, golfing and pubs in Ramsgate.” 

L abour candidate Will Scobie 
was his usual calm self and 
said he was “just cracking on 
with things”. 

“We have been expecting this for 
more than a year. It doesn’t change 
the approach we’re going to take,” he 
said. “Since I was selected 13 months 
ago we have knocked on 25,000 
doors and delivered 100,000 leaflets. 

“We will still be doing those things, 
and going to residents’ meetings and 
helping people with casework. 

“That’s how you win elections; by 
listening and talking to people. 

“I’m confident I have the team 
around me to win next year. 

“I have a personal vote locally be¬ 
cause I have lived here all my life and 
people see me at events and recognise 
me. And I think I’m now going to get 
a lot more support than I did before 
from people wanting to come down 
here and campaign.” 

Laura Sandys announced her deci¬ 
sion to stand down earlier this year. 
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Fresh flight of fancy in last-gasp 
bid to put estuary hub on the map 


A survey this week claims businesses in 
the county are warming to proposals 
for an airport in the Thames Estuary, 
as war of words erupts once again 


O pponents of plans to 
build a multibillion-pound 
airport in the Thames 
Estuary say claims there 
is growing support from 
local businesses to the proposals 
should be taken “with a pinch of salt”. 

Meanwhile, claims of the economic 
benefits to the nation of creating the 
airport, issued by London Mayor and 
airport champion Boris Johnson, 
were slammed by fellow Conservative 
Mark Reckless. 

Since first touted by Mr Johnson 
several years ago, the threat of the es¬ 
tuary airport has not gone away. 

The Government commissioned 
economist Sir Howard Davies to ex¬ 
amine aviation capacity in the south 
east, and earlier this year he revealed 
his shortlist. 

This included extensions to Gat- 
wick and Heathrow. 

But, crucially, he failed to rule out 
the Thames Estuary airport - opting 
instead to buy himself more time, say¬ 
ing it needed further examination. 

Whether it makes the final short¬ 
list - which will be presented to the 
Government for consideration after 
the next General Election - will be 
announced in September. 

Threatening to bring widespread 
disruption to the county, the majority 
have always opposed the plans, de¬ 
spite the potential boost to jobs and 
the local economy. 

But a new charm offensive this 
week was launched as the Kent 
Invicta Chamber of Commerce, a 
member organisation for businesses 
in the county, published results of a 
poll which revealed four out of 10 
members taking part were in support 
of the estuary airport. 

This was quickly seized on by Mr 
Johnson’s office as a sign the tide was 
turning in its favour. 

However, the results still suggest 
the majority are opposed. 

On the same day, the London May¬ 
or’s transport chiefs released figures 
suggesting the airport would support 
336,000 jobs around the country and 
contribute £92.1 billion a year to the 
economy by 2050. 

Rochester and Strood MP, Mark 
Reckless said he thought the latest 
figures were “unlikely to influence 
the commission at this point”. 

“The proposal is completely unfea¬ 
sible,” the Tory MP said. 

“I polled thousands of people in a 
constituency referendum and 90 per 
cent of them were opposed to it,” he 
said. 

“It is far, far cheaper to expand an 
existing airport than to build a new 
one. It would cost between £5 billion 
and £15bn to expand an existing air¬ 
port, compared with between £82bn 


and £112bn to build one in the Thames 
Estuary. 

“And that is the official aviation 
commission figure. At a seminar I 
held with industry experts, which 
took into account things the commis¬ 
sion hadn’t, we came up with £148bn. 

“At least £60bn of that would have 
to come from the taxpayer. The re¬ 
mainder would be borrowed, and the 
interest would add at least £50 to 
every plane ticket.” 

He said the economic advantages of 
the new airport would be counterbal¬ 
anced by the economic destruction it 
would cause in other ways. 

“It is completely counterproductive. 
We don’t have to build something 
we already have at Heathrow and 
Gatwick,” Mr Reckless said. 

“It would destroy jobs and reduce 
the size of the economy - people who 
are dependent on Heathrow and Gat¬ 
wick would lose money. And many of 
the businesses involved in Heathrow 
and Gatwick won’t move to the estu¬ 
ary - why would they? They will close 
down or maybe move abroad - there 
are plenty of other airports. 

“I don’t think we can create jobs or 
generate real economic activity by 
borrowing money.” 

He was also sceptical about Boris 
Johnson’s claim that the airport 
would bring £92.1bn into the econo¬ 
my by 2050. 

“He’s just made that up, hasn’t he?” 
Mr Reckless said. 

“If you pay a group of consultants 
enough money to come up with a 
figure for you they will do so. The air¬ 
port would be an economic and envi¬ 
ronmental disaster, not just for the 
estuary but for the whole country.” 

The main bone of contention 
continues to revolve around the enor¬ 
mous impact on wildlife and natural 
habitats on the north Kent coast. 

In a preliminary report published 
earlier this month, the Davies Com¬ 
mission itself acknowledged the enor¬ 
mous impact it would have. 

It said the estuary airport would 
be horrifically costly and would “rad- 

il If you pay a group 
of consultants enough 
money to come up with 
a figure for you they 
will do so. It would be 
an environmental and 
economic disaster fV 


Mark Reckless MP 

on economic claims of new airport 






FLIGHT: Plans for an estuary airport are supported by Boris Johnson and opposed by Mark Reckless 


ically and irreversibly” change the 
landscape. 

“It is likely to result in large scale 
adverse effects on international na¬ 
ture conservation designations,” the 
commission said. 

“All the airport options proposed 
on the Hoo Peninsula would result in 
large scale direct habitat loss. 

“A large area of compensation hab¬ 
itat creation would be required and 
this would be on a scale unprecedent¬ 
ed for any single development in 
Europe.” 

A subsequent report by the British 
Trust of Ornithology said that the air¬ 
port would cause a significant loss of 
coastal wetland habitat - the area is 
home to more than 140,000 birds. 

George Crozer, a spokesman for the 
campaign group Friends of the North 
Kent Marshes and the chairman of 
High Halstow Parish Council, said he 
was unmoved by the survey of local 
businesses. He told KoS: “We will 
take the survey with a pinch of salt. 

“The arguments against an airport 
in the Thames Estuary are overwhelm¬ 
ing. It’s about the environment, our 


way of life and our quality of life. 

“There are places around the world 
designated as precious and the aim of 
that is so that governments don’t just 
trash them.” 

H e said it was not about what 
was best for one area, but 
what was best for the coun¬ 
try as a whole. 

“Wherever they put the airport it’s 
going to create a lot of jobs - although 
the figure of 336,000 is not at all 
realistic. Heathrow employs about 
114,000 people,” Mr Crozer said. 

“But it’s about what we want for 
the country, not what we want indi¬ 
vidually, and that’s the way we 
should all be looking at it. 

“Do we need the extra capacity, and 
if we do, where’s the best place for it? 

“This place is as special as the New 
Forest and that preciousness needs 
to be in the hearts and minds of the 
people of this country.” 

However, Richard Lavender, a di¬ 
rector of the Kent Invicta Chamber of 
Commerce, said business leaders had 
good reason to be in favour of the es¬ 


tuary airport. 

“We closed the survey last Friday,” 
he explained, “but as responses con¬ 
tinued to come in, the proportion in 
favour of the estuary airport rose to 
45 per cent. 

“That is quite large support. A lot of 
people think it will bring prosperity, 
jobs and business to the area. 

“We supported the expansion of 
Manston and the fast link from Ash¬ 
ford to Gatwick, but both those op¬ 
tions have been taken off the agenda 
by the Davies Commission. 

“The opposition has been from the 
county council and local MPs. The 
business community have never 
before been asked for their opinion.” 

He said more houses would have 
to be knocked down to build a third 
runway at Heathrow than would 
have to be destroyed to make way for 
the estuary airport. 

“This is head, not heart. We have a 
high-speed link in north Kent, we 
have Paramount and Ebbsfleet town 
coming, and all this is going to 
improve the area. If this is an oppor¬ 
tunity, let’s grab it.” 
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Dame Kelly hopes she’s onto 
another winner with new cafe 

After years of problems and objections, the double gold-winning Olympian has finally realised her 
dream of opening an upmarket cafe in her home village of Hildenborough. Chris Murphy reports 



STARTER’S ORDERS: Dame Kelly Holmes joined workmen during the 
building of her new establishment in village of Hildenborough - Cafe 1809 


A T TIMES it seemed to be 
as fierce a battle as she 
often experienced on the 
track in a glittering, 
gold-tinted career. 

But on Thursday, Dame Kelly Hol¬ 
mes was finally able to provide a 
glimpse of her latest challenge - life 
as the owner of an upmarket cafe in 
her home village of Hildenborough. 

The double Olympic gold medal 
winner - she memorably captured the 
imagination of the nation when she 
won gold in both the 800m and 
1,500m final at the Athens Games in 
2004 - marked the 10th anniversary 
of her triumph by unveiling Cafe 1809. 

The name - she prefers each digit 
said separately - was the number she 
wore during those glorious Games. 

Formerly the Fags and Mags newsa¬ 
gent, the cafe will officially open to the 
public next month - but the venture 
has been far from a stroll in the park. 

Not everyone has shared her vision 
and objections to the plans slowed its 
development. 

And, the former athlete admits, she 
has spent more than a decade trying 
to buy the building. 

Now 44, Dame Kelly says it will be 
an ideal place for people to meet and 
enjoy a casual meal and coffee. 

She explained: “It has been a long¬ 
term project - I have been trying to 
buy this building for 15 years. 

“It was a newsagents when I was a 
kid, it was a sweet shop and I did a pa¬ 
per round from there. I also worked 
there for about a year. 

“I wanted to make it a coffee shop, so 
the people in my village could go 
somewhere nice to socialise and relax. 

“When I was 16,1 told the owner I 
was going to buy it some day. 

“When I was injured during my 
athletics career, I used the time to 
keep going in and trying to buy it. For 
15 years I was doing this and even got 
a survey done on it. 

“I eventually got it and went 
through the normal things like plan¬ 
ning permission, twice. 

“Since January there has been 
work going on - we have demolished 


around 90 per cent it for all the 
ground work to be done. I even took 
over as project manager because I am 
a bit of control freak.” 

She’s certainly been no long-dis¬ 
tance investor. 

She adds: “There are normally 
about 12 guys on site every day and of 
course me. I had on my hard hat, bag¬ 


gy trousers and boots - and there was 
some builder’s bum; I felt I had to 
blend in and be one of the lads. I have 
been digging, plastering, and getting 
stuck in. 

’’Some of them were a bit over¬ 
weight, so one day I had them all in a 
line doing chin-ups on the scaffold¬ 
ing. They were dropping like flies and 


I was calling out ‘come on’ while kiss¬ 
ing my guns and telling them they 
weren’t toys. I was getting breeze 
blocks and chest pressing them. I had 
to show them.” 

Prior to her career in athletics, 
Dame Kelly spent a decade as a physi¬ 
cal instructor in the British Army, 
having been born in Pembury and 
grown up in the town, near Tonbridge. 

She added: “I am really proud of 
where I am from, and we haven’t got 
anything like this. 

“We have lots of mums and a big 
OAP community and you currently 
have to go in to the towns to socialise, 
so I am bringing a little bit of glamour 
back to the village. 

“If it doesn’t work, it doesn’t work. 
But you have to give things a go in life 
and I would have regretted not doing 
this forever. 

“I have put in a lot of time, effort 
and money into doing this venture 
and will give it my best shot.” 

She hopes to open properly in the 
third week of September, but it has 
been an uphill struggle. 

Objectors were worried about a 
lack of parking, but Dame Kelly is 
contacting cycle clubs to see if Cafe 
1809 can be included as a stop on 
bike routes. Bike racks and locks are 
to be provided outside along with 
cleaning stations. 

It won’t be littered with images of 
the sports star either, other than the 
iconic image of her hitting the 
1,500m winning line at Athens. 

Opening times was also a bone of 
contention for a while and that was 
scaled back from a 10pm close on 
some days to 6pm. 

There are, however, further plans 
to expand the opening hours using a 
different route. 

A spokesman for Tonbridge and 
Mailing council said: “She has applied 
for a licence for supply of alcohol. This 
would be Monday to Saturday be¬ 
tween 10am and 9pm, and then Sun¬ 
day between 10am and 4pm.” 

That was due to be heard by the li¬ 
censing and appeals panel. 

Dame Kelly told us: “I am not turn¬ 


ing this in to a restaurant - it will be a 
cafe through and through. 

“I want the drinks licence so I can 
hold themed events at times like 
Wimbledon, Halloween, and Christ¬ 
mas, and anything that crops up, and 
will need to serve things like Pimms, 
Champagne and mulled wine.” 

L ocal Tonbridge and Mailing 
and county councillor Chris 
Smith believes the cafe will 
fail and has opposed it from 
the start. 

He told us there is practically no 
parking, and is “too big for the area”. 

Cllr Smith said: “It would have been 
better half the size. She has taken a 
two-bedroom flat next door and incor¬ 
porated it into this so-called cafe. 

“Well, it’s not a cafe, it’s a restau¬ 
rant. To be perfectly frank, she has 
bitten off far more than she can chew. 
I think she has been badly advised. I 
don’t think it will succeed. I feel sorry 
for her. 

“For it to be sustainable over a pe¬ 
riod of time is asking an awful lot. 
There is a pub a few doors away that 
has changed hands quite a bit over 
recent years because they can’t make 
a go of it. I am worried if this closes 
down, it will open the way for a fast 
food place to move in to the detriment 
of the whole village.” 

But the athlete has hit back at her 
critics and insists she will take a very 
hands on approach to making it a 
success and an asset to her village. 

She told us: “This is my baby. I will 
be here on a regular basis. If I am away 
from the area then I can’t make it in, 
but I am determined to make this is a 
success. It is not a celebrity cafe, this is 
something I have brought to life for 
people to have a social place to visit. 

“We will be priced like any other 
cafe.” 

She plans to have installed a frozen 
yoghurt machine along with a juice 
bar, but also serve cream teas. 

Upstairs could eventually see a 
therapy room offering the usual 
beauty treatments and even a meet¬ 
ing room for hire. 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 



Hemingway 
confident his 
vision for new 
Dreamland is 
worth all the 
fun and games 

Maria Chiorando speaks to Wayne Hemingway, 
the man tasked with returning Margate’s famous 
amusement park back into a major attraction, on 
how the project has seen him bond with the town 


W AYNE Hemingway is not a man 
to shy away from a challenge. 

The designer is best known 
for founding iconic fashion de¬ 
sign brand Red or Dead along 
with wife Geraldine, and now the straight-talk¬ 
ing northerner has stepped up to the job of 
re-imagining Dreamland, Margate’s famous 
amusement park, as a heritage attraction. 

Given free rein to design a space known as the 
heartbeat of Margate must be a mouth-water¬ 
ing yet terrifying prospect, but the prolific de¬ 
signer is undaunted. 

“Dreamland is without a doubt the most chal¬ 
lenging project,” he says, “but also one of the 
most rewarding; knowing what it can achieve, 
and knowing what it means. 

“Sometimes when you’re working on some¬ 
thing and you love the philosophy and the so¬ 
cial element then it doesn’t matter how hard it 
is, or how many barriers are in the way, none of 
that matters.” 

When he first secured the contract, two years 
ago, his enthusiasm for the project was only too 
apparent. 

“Boy are we happy and excited,” he said at the 
time. “It’s right up our street, seaside regenera¬ 
tion, heritage, cool and fun.” 

Heritage-cool has been a thread running 
through many of his projects. 

And, along with his partner Geraldine, he has 
worked on a number of them. 

Born in the seaside town of Morecambe in 
Lancashire in 1961, he found himself in the 
design world through chance. 

While living in London with Geraldine, who 
he met at a disco in 1981, he managed to blow 
their month’s rent money on his punk band, 
and ended up flogging his clothes on a stall in 
Camden Market. 

It was surprisingly profitable, and the pair 
ended up opening more stalls, importing sec¬ 
ond-hand clothing from around the world, as 
well as selling his grandmother Ida’s vintage tea 
dresses. This set the tone for much of the pair’s 


future work, taking old items and turning them 
into something desirable and mass-marketable. 

By the beginning of 1983 they had more than 
16 stalls, and opened an outlet in Kensington, 
selling Geraldine’s own designs, alongside Dr 
Marten shoes as fashion footwear; the first re¬ 
tailer to do so. 

They opened the flagship Red or Dead shop in 
the mid-80s and the brand continued to grow, 
winning various awards until they sold their 
full stake in 1999, to move onto other projects. 

And they have not been limited to clothing. In 
fact, the range of work has been vast: designing 
wallpaper, flooring, paint colours and building 
projects. Mr Hemingway also authored a book 
and became a professor of urban design at 
Northumbria University in 2004. 

And since November 2012, he’s taken the 
helm when it comes to the design of Dreamland. 

The park’s history has been fraught and one 
familiar to many. 

For decades one of the county’s most popular 
tourist attractions, pulling in young and old 
alike with its mix of arcades and white-knuckle 
rides, it suffered as Margate declined as a tourist 
venue and a new breed of theme parks opened 
on huge sprawling sites and boasting ever-more 
extravagawwwwnt experiences. 

k k Sometimes when you’re 
working on something and 
you love the philosophy and 
social element then it doesn’t 
matter how hard it is, or how 
many barriers are in the way, 
none of that matters ff 


Wayne Hemingway, 

on his feelings for the Dreamland project 
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VISION: Mr Hemingway was excited at breathing life back into the old Dreamland site, above 



After a period of steady decline, owner Jimmy 
Godden - the now late amusement park owner 
who also owned the Rotunda in Folkestone - 
decided in 2003 to shut it and use the land for 
commercial and residential development, a de¬ 
cision that was deeply unpopular with locals. 

A government report looked into it, and as a 
result, it was sold to Margate Town Centre Re¬ 
generation Company in 2005 for £20 million. 

But then things stalled... 

A s the Turner Contemporary art gal¬ 
lery opened and became a catalyst for 
regeneration, so pressure began to 
grow on turning one of the seafront’s 
prime sites into something to capitalise on the 
town’s changing reputation. 

A group - the Dreamland Trust - was formed 
with ambition to turn the site into a heritage 


amusement park and attempted to acquire the 
site. 

After a lengthy legal wrangle, it finally se¬ 
cured the site last year, paving the way for the 
project to start taking shape. 

If all goes to plan, it should open next summer. 

“A major difficulty has been how long the 
project is taking, mainly because of the legal 
issues around land ownership which has made 
it as difficult as any project could be,” says Mr 
Hemingway. 

“The budgets are way below what you’d be 
working with in a commercial world, which 
means everyone has to get to put into it more than 
they normally would, but people are doing it. 

“Around 17,000 members of the community 
has signed up to support a trust, which in a 
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09:00- 17:00 Saturday I Sunday - Sorry Closed 

STOCK TO CLEAR! TOO MUCH TO LIST AT SILLY PRICES. 
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town the size of Margate is absolutely 
amazing, and we had thousands of 
people turn up to help pull up weeds. 

“This is because it has captured 
people’s imaginations because a bat¬ 
tle has been fought; a battle of people 
power, and it has been won.” 

Until the park’s reopening, which is 
hoped to be in time for the summer 
season in 2015, there is the Dream¬ 
land Expo, which has so far welcomed 
20,000 visitors, an astonishing dis¬ 
play of interest in what Hemingway 
describes as “just a small exhibition”. 

With curiosity growing, it is no 
surprise that speculation has been 
rife, with one local newspaper releas¬ 
ing images of what they claimed was 
the new site logo, although this 
turned out to be untrue. 

The publication left Mr Heming¬ 
way annoyed. 

“The pictures you saw, that’s not 
our logo, they just took that lettering 
off some products and claimed it was 
the logo. 


“When we release creative details 
like that, it’ll be with a big fanfare, 
rather than just quietly drip feeding 
things. There’s no point just giving 
little peeks because we are still quite a 
few months away from opening.” 

The Dreamland director, Eddie 
Kemsley, has said that there is going 
to be a ‘vintage-feel; a flavour of 
Dreamland though the decades, with 
lots of up-cycling (reusing of old 

When we release 
creative details like that, 
it’ll be with a big fanfare. 
There’s no point giving 
little peeks because we 
are still a few months 
away from opening ff 


Wayne Hemingway, on the 

roll-out of new-look Dreamland 


items) that is one of Heminway De¬ 
sign’s trademarks, and currently very 
popular with the design contingent. 

“I think we’re going into this with 
an understanding that we have to ap¬ 
peal to a very wide audience,” says 
Hemingway. 

“Older people have a nostalgia for 
Dreamland, but their grandchildren 
won’t have any kind of memory about 
it, and they also have to find it excit¬ 
ing and think it’s brilliant. 

“It is not going to be a living muse¬ 
um, full of old things, it has to be an 
experience. 

“One of the things that is a chal¬ 
lenge is that we’re targeting such a 
vast demographic. It is possible. Your 
grandma can like McDonald’s and so 
can a six year-old. People take certain 
things away with them from an expe¬ 
rience and other people will take 
away different things. 

“You might have a really design- 
savvy person who is going to appreci¬ 
ate something different to someone 
who’s less interested in it, and then 
you have someone who’s younger that 


could take away something else, and 
someone much older who’s going to 
have an entirely different experience. 

“And that is all part of the design 
concept.” 

T he heavy workload and immer¬ 
sive nature of the way he works, 
means that through regular 
trips to the coast, Mr Hemingway has 
developed something of a bond with 
the resort. 

“Dreamland is crucial to the regen¬ 
eration of Margate,” he says. 

“There are always new things hap¬ 
pening, like the Turner [Contempo¬ 
rary] opening, for example, but it has 
to keep doing things that are signifi¬ 
cant. It needs to keep moving; the 
brand needs to keep evolving. 

“It’s doing really really well as a 
town, its branding is going up, it’s 
getting tonnes of media coverage. 

“For example, it’s had a photo shoot 
in Vogue, four pages in the Observer, 
it had another shoot that was fea¬ 
tured in the New York Times. 

“The marketing of Dreamland will 


also be very important, and so far it 
has been done very well. You don’t 
just get into Vogue. 

“It’s obviously easier to get into the 
local press, but to get the town into the 
national press is a fantastic bonus.” 

He is optimistic about the reception 
it will receive. 

“When Dreamland is open, you 
can expect something that will make 
people go ‘wow, I can’t wait for this 
build to be finished, I can’t wait for 
phase two’ - and they’re saying that 
after they’ve visited phase one 10 
times. 

“We are totally confident. Of 
course, you don’t always know what’s 
around the corner, so we’re not arro¬ 
gant, but we believe in the project.” 

■ What do you think? Is the revival 
of Dreamland filling you with opti¬ 
mism? Will it help breathe new life 
into Thanet? Will you want to go? 
Join the debate and share your 
views. Write to The Editor. KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. Or email us at editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk. 



a 5% deposit can secure your new home 

with help from the Government-backed ‘Help to Buy’ scheme 


Selling fast 

Visit our Sales Centre to find out 
why our new homes at Jubilee Place 
are proving so popular 



Currently available 

■ THE WRAY (plot 38) 

■ 4 BEDROOMS. EN-SUITE 

■ LOUNGE AND DINING ROOM 

■ FULLY FITTED KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES 

■ CARPORT AND PARKING 

.£304,995 


JUBILEE PLACE, KING’S AVENUE, ASHFORD, KENT TN23 1 LU 



Set in an excellent location just half a mile from the High Street in Ashford, Jubilee Place offers a choice of 
2,3&4 bedroom homes each including a superb specification at outstanding value for money. 

Sales Centre open from 10.00am to 5.00pm 7 days a week. Telephone 01233 210724 for further details. 


Geering&Colyer 


Land & New Homes 

01233 624561 




Countrywide 


Land & New Homes 

01233 639934 
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SAVE UP TO 

50 % 


THE RETAIL PRICE IN STORE 
& ONLINE WITH YOUR £5 
DISCOUNT CARD 






3 GREAT BENEFITS: 

1. OUR FAMOUS DISCOUNT 

2. EXCLUSIVE OFFERS 

3. PRICE GUARANTEE 

GO CAMPING 

RUNNING 

CLIMBING RIDING 

WALKING 

FISHING CYCLING 

CARAVANNING 


TENTS 


CAMPING 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


Craghoppers Miska II Half Zip Women's 
Microfleece (Select Colours Only) 

Then £18.67 Was £19.99 (RETAIL PRICE £30) 



MAYNARD ROAD 
WINCHEAP 

CANTERBURY CT1 3RR 
Tel: 0844 387 6849 

www.GOoutdoors.co.uk 


Terms & Conditions: Prices may be subject to change. The prices shown supersede any previous advertised prices. Time limited offers are available only on dates specified. All items advertised are in stock at 
time of print but stock levels may fluctuate and some items may sell out. We have made every effort to use accurate images and information but errors and omissions may occur. ‘Terms & Conditions apply - please 
see GOoutdoors.co.uk/price-guarantee for more details. Discount Card required to access the Discount Card price; Discount Cards can be purchased in stores for just £5 per year. Info correct at time of print. 



iice guarantee! 

UND A LOWER PRICE |i 
STORE OR ONLINE? | 

WE ’ LL 1A% I 

SAT IT BY IV 70 I 


At GO we are committed to giving you the 
best price everyday. When you acquire a 
GO Outdoors Discount Card, one of the benefits 
is should you find a product cheaper, even 
online, we will beat that price by 10%. 
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ummer Discount 


on all Log Cabins at Johnsons 


‘THE BIGGER THE PACKAGE... 

...THE BIGGER THE DISCOUNT’ 


illl 




4m x 3m Vancouver 45mm, 
Double Glazed Platinum package 

was £6,949, now. £5,906 


5m x 3m Denver 45mm, 
Double Glazed Diamond package 

was £8,749 , now.. ..£6,999 


, I960 i 


7'den BaZtoP 


5% OFF ALL SILVER 

packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Construction onto existing level basework, Felt roof) 

10% off if you ‘Go for GOLD 

package 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 

Preservative paint**) 

1 5 % OFF ALL PLATINUM 

packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 

Preservative paint**, Roof insulation, Laminate flooring) 

20% OFF ALL DIAMOND 

packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 

Preservative paint**, Roof insulation, Laminate flooring, Floor insulation, Electrical package***) 

All of our Packages include FULL INSTALLATION! 

*Deliveries outside of a 50 mile radius may be subject to additional charges **Supply of Preservative Paint does not include 
application ***Electrical Packages are specific to size of cabin and may be subject to site survey or optional upgrades etc. 


NO CATCHES, NO HIDDEN AGENDA... 

...THE MORE YOU BUY THE MORE YOU GET OFF!!! 

Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 


Johnsons Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 

Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 
chestfield@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 
polhill@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearstead Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 
maidstone@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road, 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 
ashford@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 
gillingham@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 
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A VINE SIGHT: Hush Heath vineyard, near Staplehurst, epitomises the success Kent winemakers are achieving globally, having produced the first sparkling wine to be used on British Airways 

Technical revolution gives age-old 
industry the sweet taste of success 


As the county continues to grow in stature as a winemaking 
region, Jamie Weir visited a vineyard to witness the process 
from vine to bottle, and was amazed by what he discovered 


W HEN the tempera¬ 
ture drops to zero on 
a chilly spring night, 
something strange 
occurs on a four- 
acre vineyard in the west of the county. 

Staff may be sleeping, but when 
an automated text message beeps to 
inform them of the drop in tempera¬ 
ture, they need to act... and fast. 

And so, should you be braving such 
a night yourself, you would see the 
sight of sleepy folk taking to the slopes 
and lighting candles below the vines. 

Doing so creates a micro-climate 
which warms the air just enough to 
prevent a damaging frost and pro¬ 
tects the precious harvest. 

This is winemaking 21st century- 
style - and Kent is at the forefront of 
a technical revolution in one of the 
world’s oldest industries. 

As the strength of the county’s 
vineyards grows faster than the 
plump grapes which are establishing 
its reputation, so the pursuit of build¬ 
ing on the production process contin¬ 
ues apace. 

One of the key players is Hush 
Heath vineyard, near Staplehurst. 

It has put a scientific and modern 
twist on the winemaking process, 
which is at times quite staggering. 

What is more, the obsession with 
detail at the vineyard is something 
which the owner and founder, Rich¬ 


ard Balfour-Lynn, feels is integral to 
the wine he creates there. 

He is no stranger to succeeding in 
what he does. 

As the man who founded a proper¬ 
ty development group - MWB Group 
Holdings - which became a multimil- 
lion-pound business, he knows just 
how crucial details are. 

He said: “Everything we do here 
has to be perfect; it all needs to be 

k k We try to approach 
every aspect of the 
winemaking in a 
scientific way. Without 
that, we wouldn’t be 
able to produce such 
high quality wines J J 


Richard Balfour-Lynn, owner/ 
founder of Hush Heath vineyard 


crisp, and clean. It isn’t enough to just 
be passionate about something. 

“We try to approach every aspect of 
the winemaking in a scientific way. 
Without that, we wouldn’t be able to 
produce such high quality wines.” 

So far the effort invested is paying 
off. The vineyard produces a range 
of still and sparkling products as well 
as still ciders. 

Its flagship wine, and what is de¬ 
scribed by Mr Balfour-Lynn as the 
winery’s raison d’etre, the Balfour 
Rose, won the prestigious Decanter 
Gold award in 2013. 

What’s more, its reputation is being 
spread internationally courtesy of 
some high-class business deals. 

Mr Balfour-Lynn said: “We have 
produced the first English sparkling 
wine to be used on British Airways 
flights, and also have an exclusive 
contract with the Orient Express. 

“We wouldn’t have these without 
focusing our energies on producing a 
stunning product.” 

Hush Heath has invested signifi¬ 
cantly to create this. 


The winery features a huge array 
of machinery, all of which is instru¬ 
mental in turning the grapes into a 
fine end product. 

But Mr Balfour-Lynn is at pains to 
point out that the machinery doesn’t 
mean fewer workers. 

He said: “Despite all of the technol¬ 
ogy we have here, it doesn’t save la¬ 
bour. Every single stage of the process 
is hand controlled and absolutely 
everything which comes through is 
hand checked for quality. All of the 
products undergo rigorous scrutiny 
to ensure perfection.” 

S o just how do the grapes you 
can see growing on the vine 
turn into the bottled prod¬ 
ucts? 

The first stage of the production 
process is putting the grapes through 
the press, and no, they don’t crush 
them underfoot. 

The winery uses a four-tonne mag¬ 
num Champagne press which is load¬ 
ed by hand through two pneumatic 
doors. Loading the press takes about 


an hour for a full load, with the press 
able to squeeze up to five tonnes of 
grapes in one go. It works by gently 
crushing the grapes against an inter¬ 
nal grill, allowing the juices to trickle 
down into a juice tray. 

Mr Balfour-Lynn explained: “We put 
all of our hand harvested grapes into 
the press, which basically juices them 
and we take the best cuvee, which 
means the finest juice from the grapes, 
and then put that into our tanks.” 

Even juicing the grapes is strictly 
regulated to ensure it is the highest 
quality possible, and although the 
winery is not in the French region of 
Champagne, it chooses to conform 
to the standards required by the 
Comite Interprofessionnel du Vin de 
Champagne (ClVC), the region’s gov¬ 
erning body. 

That means the grapes undergo 
what is considered the Champagne 
region’s classic cycle, which lasts for 
three hours and involves different 
pressures and rotations of the press. 

“Most of the dessert grapes you find 
on a supermarket shelf have around 
10 per cent juice in them,” says Mr 
Balfour-Lynn. 

“The remaining 90 per cent of 
liquid inside them is water. When we 
are growing we try to use as little 
water as possible on the vines in order 
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to ensure our grapes, which are a 
fraction of the size of a typical dessert 
grape, have the same ratio, but the 
other way round with much more 
juice and flavour in them. 

“In fact, we actually drain the vines 
to take water out and ensure they are 
as dry as they can be.” 

And it shows. When you look at the 
vines, a strip beneath them has been 
cut to ensure water drains away from 
them, keeping the flavour of the 
grapes as punchy as it can be. 

Once the grapes are juiced, the 
cuvee gets pumped into one of the 
winery’s huge tanks. 

Mr Balfour-Lynn said: “We have 
120,000 litres of tanks here. They’re 
monogrammed stainless steel and 
have been mirror polished inside to 
make them easier to clean. 

“They also have one important fea¬ 
ture which allows us to tweak every 
aspect of the wines which we make; 
that’s the temperature control. 

“We can cool the tanks down or 
warm them in order to ensure the per¬ 
fect flavour in the finished product.” 

I n fact, the whole winery has auto¬ 
matic temperature control to al¬ 
low the team of winemakers the 
ability to precisely manipulate 
the climate and control how the 
grape’s juices ferment. 

Mr Balfour-Lynn added: “When I 
first got the idea to make wine, I 
wanted to make something fun. 

“You don’t get a more frivolous type 
of wine than pink fizz, so I decided to 
focus on creating a brilliant English 
pink sparkling wine. 

“Most wineries in the UK had been 
planting German grape varieties, but 


I decided to plant the three Cham¬ 
pagne grapes: Pinot Noir Chardon- 
nay and Pinot Meunier. 

“It seemed perfect because we have 
a similar temperate climate to that 
region, which is in the north of 
France. Hush Heath is also on land 
which has a very similar soil type to 
Champagne. 

“I planted the first of our vines in 
2002, on a site which is just over four 
acres. We planted the vines on an 
east-west trajectory to ensure they 
got the right amount of sunshine. The 
land where we planted that first vine¬ 
yard is perfectly sheltered from cold 
winds, but we do also have quite a lot 
of gadgetry to make sure our vines 
grow perfectly. 

“There’s a weather station in the 


middle of the field which sends out lit¬ 
tle data blasts every 15 minutes. 

“Everyone in the office will get an 
email letting them know what the 
conditions are like, with wind, tem¬ 
perature and other things sent in the 
bulletin. 

“When the temperature drops too 
much, and this is usually around mid¬ 
night on cold evenings, the weather 
station will send a text to everyone 
who works at the vineyard. At that 
point, we all get out of bed, rush to the 
vines and light candles which we 
place under the vines to keep them 
warm and prevent frost damage. 

“We are actually able to create our 
own little micro-climate and prevent 
the vines from being damaged, even if it 
does mean we don’t sleep quite as well.” 


And it is that kind of passion which 
has resulted in such great wines. 
Once the grapes have been pressed 


Richard Balfour-Lynn, on care 
taken to ensure grapes are finest 


and juice has gone through the first 
tank, it has its primary fermentation 
before being pumped into the blend¬ 
ing tanks to create a consistent wine. 

After the primary fermentation, 
the bleMed wine is put through the 
bottling process. 

The machine used was built spe¬ 
cially for Hush Heath and is able to 
bottle drinks at up to 2,500 per hour. 

During the bottling process, each 
bottle of wine has a small amount of 
yeast and sugar added to it. The bottle 
is then finished with a temporary 
crown cap before being taken away to 
be stored for ageing. 

Mr Balfour-Lynn said: “Once the 
ageing is over, a small amount of 
cloudy sediment is inside the bottle. 
To get that out, the wine has to un- 


kk W a 

to create our own little 
micro-climate and 
prevent the vines from 
being damaged, even if 
it does mean we don’t 
sleep quite as well JJ 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 





We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2014) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call GIRLINGS PERSONAL 
INJURY SOLICITORS on 

0845 2221 999 
fora FREE,no obligation chat 
about your claim 




& 


IJjf Lm Sm sry 

www, g i d i ngs perso nalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 



TICKET PRICES 


oUVlUiUK 


IN THE AIR... EXCITING ANP VARIEP FLYING PROGRAMME 
ILLUSTRATING THE FULL RANGE OF MOPEL FLYING 


SATURDAY 13 ANP SUNPAY W SEPTEMBER FROM 10AM 


OUTHERN MODEL SHOW BACK AT HEADCORN A GREAT DAY OUT FOR All THE FAMILY/ 


THIS YEAR WILL OFFER LOTS OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
BEGINNERS TO HAVE-A-GO, PLUS 

ON THE GROUNP... SPECTATORS CAN ENJOY THE SIGHT ANP 
SOUNP OF REMOTE CONTROLLEP CAR RACING WHILST 
BEING STALKEP BY TANKS ANP OTHER ARMOUREP 
FIGHTING VEHICLES. 

ON THE HIGH SEAS... OR RATHER IN THE WATER TANK, EPIC 
SEA BATTLES WILL BE RECREATEP. 

PLENTY TO EAT, PRINK ANP BUY AS WELL AS ACTIVITIES FOR 
THE LESS MOPEL-MINPEP MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY. 


APVAN£E tickets 


< S47E Price 

APULT FAMILY 


CHILP (S TO 16 YEARS), APULT (+17 
YEARS), FAMILY TICKET CONSISTS 
OF 2 APULTS & 2 CHILPREN 


CAMPING IS AVAILABLE - FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

WWW. HEAPCORNEVENTS.CO. UK 

T: OEMS 652 62 63 # QSOUTHMOPELSHOW El /SOUTHERNMOPELSHOW 
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dergo another couple of processes. 

“First of all, they undergo some¬ 
thing called ‘riddling’. This is where 
the sediment in the bottles is collect¬ 
ed in the neck of the bottle. 

“It’s important to do this, other¬ 
wise we would end up with cloudy 
fizz. We use an automatic machine 
which gets all of the sediment down 
to the bottom of the neck.” 

He continued: “Once it’s collected 
there, we need to get rid of that sedi¬ 
ment in a process known as ‘disgorg¬ 
ing’. This is where we freeze the neck 
of the bottle in order to extract the 
sediment. The freezing process 
doesn’t affect the flavour of the fin¬ 
ished drink, but it’s crucial we do it. 

“We use another pretty amazing 
piece of machinery to do the disgorg¬ 



ing. It is able to bring the liquid down 
to minus-10 degrees immensely 
quickly in order to flash freeze the liq¬ 
uid. Once that’s done, we are able to 
remove the sediment as a plug of ice 
from the bottle and then we are al¬ 
most finished with the wine. 

“All we need to do at this stage is 
test the wine for acidity to work out 
how much sugar should be added to 
balance the acidity. The addition of 
the sugar is called dosage. 

“After this, the bottles once again 
go through the bottling machine, but 
this time they are fitted with proper 
corks and the wire cage and automat¬ 
ically labelled. 

“We then have our finished wine.” 

The whole process is time consum¬ 
ing, with Mr Balfour-Lynn saying a 


bottle of sparkling wine can take 
between two and five years to make, 
depending on how mature it needs to 
be. 

A t Hush Heath, he says they 
like their wines to be fresh 
and young, saying that the 
longer they are kept, the 
duller the taste becomes and the less 
crisp and fresh it becomes. 

And although he likes his wine to be 
fresh, Mr Balfour-Lynn says he is in 
the wine business for the long term. 

He said: “I told my children that 
winemaking is a family tradition. 
They said to me that wasn’t possible 
as I’m the first person to do it. But 
that’s the point. 

“I’m building something for the fu¬ 


ture, something which we will do for 
generations hopefully. 

“You don’t make great wines 
quickly. It takes time and hard work. 
We planted the first vines in 2002, 
but it’s a long-term investment, and a 
sustained one at that. 

“Money is constantly being put 
into making these wines. 

“The French have a word, ‘terroir’, 
to describe the unique aspects which 
add to a wine. 

“In our case, I think it’s the people 
who work here, the incredible fruit 
we grow, the passion put into the 
wines which are made, and the magi¬ 
cal setting we have. 

“It’s these things which all add up 
to give the taste we have managed to 
get out of our wines.” 


So, just who’s best 
of the bunch? 

The most common grapes 
found in Kent for the sparkling 
winemaking process: 


BACCHUS GRAPE 


Creates bacchus wine. Named 
after the Roman God of wine, 
Bacchus grapes have a strong 
flavour. 

This is one of the UK’s most 
widely planted white varieties, 
having won a number of 
awards when bottled. 


CHARDONNAY GRAPE 


A fundamental ingredient of 
Champagne, plantings of 
Chardonnay are on the 
increase for the production of 
English sparkling wine. 


PINOT NOIR 


Often seen in California and 
Burgundy, the versatile grape 
can be used for both the 
production of red wines as 
well as lighter sparkling wines 
and rose. 


PINOT MEUNIER 


First mentioned in the 16th 
century, it is a variety of 
black wine grape most noted 
for being one of the three 
main varieties used in the 
production of Champagne. 



We guarantee to 
meet customers’ 
expectations 

We offer 


• Fitting 

• Estimates 

• Door bars 
• Gripper rods 

• Sample Service 

• Store to door service 

• Uplift & disposal of old flooring 

• Movement of furniture 


o Oliver Carpets o 

Offering the latest carpet designs and fashions at unbeatable prices 
www.oliver-carpets.co.uk Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat E-mail: olivercarpets@hotmail.co.uk 


326 Margate Rd, 
Ramsgate, Kent 
01843 594200 

171 High Street, 
Herne Bay, Kent 
01227 363777 
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Worldwide interest growing as art 
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2014 Alex Hartley, Vigil, 2014 Exhibit pictures: THTFRRYBAL Emma Wart nivinrrtt fin That antt 



ART ATTACK: Folkestone’s Creative Quarter will take centre stage during 
the town’s triennial which will run for two months, finishing on November 2 


Yoko Ono among celebrated artists whose work is set to go on 
show at popular Folkestone Triennial, writes Chris Britcher 


I T HAS become one of the most 
eagerly anticipated art projects 
in the UK, and this weekend the 
Folkestone Triennial returns 
for a two-month stint which 
transforms the town and draws in 
thousands of visitors. 

Running until November 2, this 
year’s event is expected to pull in 
more than the 100,000 who visited 
the last time it was staged, in 2011. 

Among the artists who have con¬ 
tributed works for the event are Yoko 
One - the widow of Beatles star John 
Lennon. 

The 81-year-old - who has yet to 
confirm whether she will appear dur¬ 


ing the event - has contributed a 
number of pieces. 

One text work will appear in a 
number of locations in the seaside 
town, including The Leas, where she 
staged an event at the Metropole Arts 
Centre in 1966. 

She has also written a new ‘in¬ 
struction’: an invitation to the people 
of Folkestone which will be exhibited 
at the Ouarterhouse venue. 

Lewis Biggs, curator of Folkestone 
Triennial, said: “Fm very proud to be 
curator for an exhibition that is fast 
becoming a focus of interest around 
the world. The Folkestone Triennial 
presents a very special opportunity 


for artists who want the challenge of 
showing outside the gallery, museum 
or sale room. 

“I have been careful to invite only 
artists whose works fits the opportu¬ 
nity; who want to be in dialogue with 
the urban context, who have some¬ 
thing to say about contemporary life 
in a wider world and who want to 
engage with a broader audience.” 

Once again, the highlights will in¬ 
clude a host of very public works of 
art, using some of the town’s best- 
known landmarks. 

For full details see www.folkeston- 
etriennial.org.uk. And for more de¬ 
tails, see next week’s Kent on Sunday. 
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GIRUNGS’ 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call GIRLINGS’ MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE HELPDESK on 

0845 2221 999 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 


The L -** 1 SKtety 


Girlings 


www.girlingspersonalinjuiy.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 




Good food • Fine drinks • Great atmosphere 


BENTLEY’S 


13-15 HIGH STREET 
MARGATE, KENT CT9 1DL 

01843 449160 

www.bentleysmargate.org.uk 

mmn 


Express Lunch Menu 

Chicken and Chorizo Salad • Prawn Salad 
• Blue Cheese Salad • Soup and Side Salad 
• Club Sandwich and Chips • (Turkey/Beef) £4.50 


EXCLUSIVE OFFERS on 

OUR MOBILE APPI 


TEXT BENTLEYS TO 67000 
, * TOGETTHEAPP 

i VEXTS CHARGED AT STANDARD NETWORK RATE I 

Cream Tea 

6th September get your tickets now 

Piano Player 

every Friday and Saturday Night 


Sandwiches 

Cheese, Ham, Egg, Tuna, Sausage, Bacon £3.50 
Chicken, Bacon and Brie, Prawn £4.00 
(add a bowl of chips £1.50) 

Mixed platter for two- 

Onion rings, scampi, mushrooms, brie, chips £8.00 
If you fancy something that's not here just ask 
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exhibition makes welcome return 
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EMIN AMONG STARS SELLING AT BOOT FAIR 


VISITORS to a remarkable boot fair 
got the chance to buy a piece of art 
by one of the nation’s best-loved 
artists in a star-studded event held 
on Saturday to mark the opening of 
the Folkestone Triennial. 

Among those taking part in the 
Vauxhall Art Car Boot Fair this 
weekend, which took place after 
KoS went to press, were due to be 
Margate’s Tracey Emin, comic 
turned artist Vic Reeves (who lives 
in Charing), Gavin Turk, Mat 
Collishaw, Chris Barnes, James 


Unsworth, Nina Saunders, Nina 
Fowler, Carolyn Gowdy, Jennifer 
and Christine Binnie, David 
Batchelor, Jake Clark, Camille 
Phoenix and Ian Dawson. 

Ms Emin was creating limited 
edition embroidered artworks 
exclusively for the fair as well as 
posters and sculptures with work 
ranging from £50-£800. 

The fair was also championing a 
host of Folkestone-based artists. 

Vauxhall Art Car Boot Fair 
founder and curator, Karen Ashton, 


said: “Having established the 
Vauxhall Art Car Boot Fair as a 
dynamic and thrilling art market¬ 
place as well as a thoroughly 
entertaining afternoon for all our 
art loving visitors in London, it 
made perfect sense to take our 
show on the road to engage with 
new audiences and new artists 
around the country - and we were 
delighted to be embraced by the 
Folkestone Triennial.” 

The event took place at the 
Harbourside Car Park. 




transforming lives 


We can provide you with a great 
opportunity to help transform 
children’s lives 

■ You don’t have to be married 

■ You don’t need to be employed 

■ You don’t need a big house 

■ You do need a spare room and space in 
your life to help a vulnerable child to achieve 







INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


COULD YOU 

FOSTER? 

As a Chrysalis Care foster 
carer you will receive: 

24-hour professional support 

Excellent renumeration 

Job satisfaction 

Comprehensive training 

Access to a range of children’s services 

Retainer fees 


ru 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a home to teenagers, a parent 

and child, children with disabilities and carers who are interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out more about us, 

Please Call: 020-8298 2800 or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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She got her smile back 
got my wife back 


Dental implants over 



less.. 


why pay more? 


A smile is something you shouldn't have to compromise. 

Our dental implants typically cost over 40% less than other implant 
services, so if you've had an expensive quote and would like to 
compare us, call today to arrange a free consultation. 

At the New Tooth Company, we have developed a full range of 
services thanks to experienced clinicians, the very latest technology 
and our state-of-the-art clinic. 

If you've lost confidence in your loose dentures, or live with the 
discomfort of failing teeth, we can help. Our Smile-in-a-Day 
package allows full upper or lower jaw implants in a single day. 

Every day we help restore smiles and give patients a new lease of 
life. Let us do the same for you. 


The New 

Tooth « 

COMPANY 

DENTAL IMPLANT CENTRES 


CALL NOW OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 

Phone: 01622 630700 www.thenewtooth.co 
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TRUCK TROUBLES: Councillors Peter Parvin (left) and Noel Ovenden (right) are demanding action; the FTA’s Natalie Chapman says it has tried to help 

The curse of the lorries is 
destroying our rural roads 

HGVs getting stuck on country lanes and streets that are too narrow for them is 
a problem police must do more to tackle, infuriated villagers tell Jamie Weir 


H ERE in Kent, thanks to 
the county’s rich histo¬ 
ry, we are blessed with 
numerous picturesque 
villages and pretty 
country roads. 

But their beauty brings with it a 
curse. 

Lorries getting stuck in lanes and 
travelling through barely passable 
streets has become an all-too-famil- 
iar sight, blighting the life of those 
who live there, and annoying fellow 
motorists who get caught in the 
queues created. 

The problem is certainly not new. 
Just a few years ago the issues were 
exacerbated by the boom in satellite 
navigation devices, which directed 
unsuitably large vehicles down peril¬ 
ously narrow roads. 

Steps were taken to ease the prob¬ 
lem, but unfortunately it remains. 

The village of Leeds, near Maid¬ 
stone, has been particularly badly 
affected, as motorists use it to skirt 
around the county town. 

In one incident a lorry got jammed 
down a lane and had to be towed out 
backwards - blocking the road for 
three hours. 

Now local politicians are demand¬ 
ing action from the police. 

According to the Conservative Par¬ 
ty councillor for the village, Peter 
Parvin, heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) 
flout the law regularly by driving 
along the road despite there being 
weight restrictions in force. 

The consequence is damaged, as 
well as blocked, roads and verges. 

Cllr Parvin, said: “This is quite 
literally destroying the village, with 
houses on the main road having seri¬ 
ous problems because the lorries are 
damaging their foundations. 

“The road isn’t appropriate for 
trucks like these. We need something 
done about this issue, and we need it 
done now. We’ve seen lorries getting 
fixed penalty notices, but that hasn’t 
stopped the problem. 

“The only thing that will stop these 
drivers from using our road are some 
high-profile prosecutions.” 

The Tunbridge Wells-based Freight 
Transport Association (FTA) says the 
problem is worse in Kent than else¬ 
where due to the number of HGVs 
travelling through the county to and 
from the port of Dover. 

Head of policy at the organisation 
is Natalie Chapman. 

She said: “The vast majority of 
these vehicles stick to the motorways 
until they have left the county. 

“But there has been a problem with 
large vehicles taking routes which 
aren’t appropriate. 

“One of the things we have done as 
the industry body is to get sat-nav 
makers to ensure the units they make 
for HGVs are programmable to en¬ 
sure lorries and other large vehicles 
don’t travel down roads which may 
have restrictions on them. 

“Then it’s up to the driver to put in 
the vehicle’s height, weight and width 
and the sat-nav will show an appro¬ 
priate route.” 

But that hasn’t stopped some HGV 
drivers attempting to squeeze down 
country lanes which aren’t appropri¬ 
ate for the size of their vehicles. 

Harry Rayner, vice-chairman at the 
Kent Association of Local Councils 
(KALC) - the body reprenting parish 
and town councils in Kent - says there 
is a serious and widespread issue. 

He told KoS: “The issue normally 
really rears its head at harvest time, 
when there are even more large vehi¬ 
cles making deliveries and taking 


harvested crops away, but it happens 
throughout the year. 

“KALC has heard of a number of 
incidents with HGVs being stuck 
down rural roads. However, it does 
change from year to year, with some 
parishes having issues which then 
clear up the next year as the problem 
moves somewhere else.” 

But Cllr Parvin disagrees, saying 
large vehicles have been ruining the 
road through Leeds for years. 

He said: “Lorries get stuck in the 
main road regularly, and have done 
for years. One lorry got so badly stuck 
that it had to be towed out backwards. 
It took about three hours before the 
road was cleared.” 

Chief Inspector Matthew Kendall, 

kk We are working 
with sat-nav providers, 
alongside the FTA, to 
ensure everyone is 
aware of which roads 
are inappropriate for 
large vehicles f f 


Andrew Westwood, Traffic 
manager for Kent County Council 


from Kent Police’s roads policing 
unit, says the force is aware of the is¬ 
sue and does what it can. 

He said: “We regularly carry out 
roadside checks and can issue fixed 
penalty notices to vehicles that ex¬ 
ceed traffic weight limits. 

“Breaches of these regulations can 
be due to drivers relying too heavily 
on their satellite navigation systems, 
but this is not an excuse. 

“I would remind all motorists to al¬ 
ways ensure the road ahead is suita¬ 
ble for the vehicle they are driving.” 

Traffic manager for Kent County 
Council, which has responsibility for 
the county’s roads, is Andrew West- 
wood. He is hopeful a new scheme 
will help ease concerns. 

He explained: “We have come up 
with the Kent Freight Action Plan 
which we are hopeful will solve this 
issue. It is a big problem in the county. 

“We are working with sat-nav pro¬ 
viders, alongside the FTA, to try and 
ensure everyone is aware of which 
roads are inappropriate for large ve¬ 
hicles, and where drivers can go. 

“We have also developed a website 
called Freight Gateway which allows 
drivers to input their vehicle size and 
then find a route suitable for them. 

“We are trying to help communi¬ 
ties because we know this is a prob¬ 
lem and it’s important to make sure 
these vehicles are using roads which 


are appropriate for them. 

“There has been mixed success 
with the schemes we have run so far; 
some have worked really well, and 
others have struggled to make any 
noticeable difference.” 

The initiatives that Kent County 
Council has come up with so far have 
failed to make a big difference for 
many communities including 
Graveney, near Faversham. 

V icky Ellis, who lives in 
Graveney, said: “The Hea- 
dhill Road is particularly 
bad, with lorries getting 
stuck there often. The road has ended 
up being closed a few times, because 
when two lorries meet while driving 
down it, there’s not much they can 
do. 

“They can’t back up easily, they 
can’t turn around and the verges are 
shot to pieces, which means they just 
end up getting stuck. 

“There are a lot of lorries making 
deliveries and picking things up from 
farms in the area, and also the cara¬ 
van park.” 

The large vehicles making deliver¬ 
ies are something which the FTA says 
“we need to accept because of the rise 
in internet shopping”, and it may well 
get worse. 

Ms Chapman added: “As we see 
more shopping through the internet, 


and larger numbers of goods being 
delivered, we are also seeing an in¬ 
crease in large vehicles ferrying these 
goods around the county. 

“The rural economy is also mean¬ 
ing smaller roads are seeing an in¬ 
crease in large vehicles. 

“Kent has a huge number of farms, 
and as we are seeing at the moment 
with harvesting, there are some pret¬ 
ty big agricultural vehicles, as well as 
lorries, which take to country lanes. 

“All of the villages in Kent also need 
deliveries. The local pub needs its beer 
and local shops need their goods. De¬ 
liveries are just a by-product of that 
healthy local economy.” 

One road, described as the ‘rat run 
from hell’, is Bockham Lane between 
Wye and Hinxhill, near Ashford. 

The Independent Party councillor 
for Wye, Noel Ovenden, says more 
needs to be done. 

He said: “We are watching more 
and more HGVs using it as a country¬ 
side cut-through to get to Ashford 
and the M20. 

“These are rural roads. They were 
never built for this type of traffic.” 

■ What do you think? Does your 
village suffer from this problem? 
Share your views and join the de¬ 
bate. Write to: The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. Or email editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week ending August 31,2014 25 















26 Week ending August 31,2014 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 












Friendly service providing hope 
to those who thought all was lost 


It is more common than you may think, but social isolation 
and loneliness can affect any one of us. Kent County Council 
has now invested £500,000 in befriending schemes which aim 
to match isolated adults with volunteers. Molly Kersey reports 


K NOWN to cause depres¬ 
sion, mental health issues 
and physical illness, so¬ 
cial isolation and loneli¬ 
ness can be hugely detri¬ 
mental to the well-being of people 
both young and old. 

A recent study by national charity 
Friends of the Elderly revealed that 35 
per cent of people over the age of 60 
had suffered from isolation, possibly 
due to the effects of bereavement, 
their family leaving home or retire¬ 
ment. 

Loneliness can be experienced by 
anyone, for any number of reasons. 

This week, Kent County Council 
(KCC) has invested around £500,000 
to combat loneliness and isolation, 
granting funds to befriending 
schemes which aim to match isolated 
adults with volunteers. 

East Kent charity Porchlight, which 
supports vulnerable and homeless 
people, and west Kent charity Age UK 
were awarded grants worth £240,000 
to develop their countywide befriend¬ 
ing schemes. 

Porchlight’s scheme aims to offer 
support for around 12 weeks, helping 
people to develop social networks and 
relationships in order to integrate 
back into their communities. 

Age UK’s befriending scheme will 
involve volunteers going to visit peo¬ 
ple in their homes on a weekly basis 
to build a relationship with them, 
perhaps having a chat and a cup of 
tea, carrying out the social activities 
many may take for granted. 

Paul Coles, chief executive of Age 
UK Maidstone, said: “The funding 
has enabled us to establish a partner¬ 
ship with Age UK in west Kent, Maid¬ 
stone Mind, the Centre for Independ¬ 
ent Living Kent and the Simon Paul 


Foundation to offer a befriending 
service to vulnerable adults. 

“Our partnership enables us to sup¬ 
port people who become isolated and 
lonely through age, their physical dis¬ 
ability or for mental health reasons. 

“Since April, we have had 26 peo¬ 
ple complete the process of becoming 
a volunteer with the scheme. 

“Knowing how important be¬ 
friending schemes are to people, it 
was fantastic when one lady, who 
used the scheme for six weeks, decid¬ 
ed she would like to become a be- 
friender herself.” 

Ashford Volunteer Centre is one of 
the charities that offers a befriending 
service to people in the area. 

Manager Sue Sawyer said: “We usu¬ 
ally have a waiting list, not a huge one, 
but a few people who are waiting to 
be matched up with a volunteer and 
we have a few volunteers coming in.” 

The service has been offered by the 
charity for around 15 years and be¬ 
friending coordinator Jill Brown is 
experienced in selecting potential 
volunteers and helping to match 
them with people who would like 
someone to visit them in their own 
home. 

The volunteers are given a DBS 
(Disclose and Barring Service) check, 
formerly known as a CRB check, an 
induction, and ongoing support dur¬ 
ing the befriending. 


“The matching process is not a fast 
process,” Ms Sawyer said. 

“We’ve got to get to know the vol¬ 
unteers and the people they will be 
visiting. You have to judge whether 
or not these two people are going to 
get along. 

“The majority of the time it works 
really well.” 

The charity receives a grant from 
KCC, which is the main source of 
funding for its befriending service 
currently. 

Ms Sawyer knows the importance of 
these services, and is keen to help 
people become aware of those living 
nearby who may be lonely. 

“We are always looking at more 
ways of providing a service to reduce 
the loneliness of people in our com¬ 
munity,” she said. 

“This is not something that’s going 
to go away. There has been a lot of re¬ 
search done on loneliness and the 
physical and mental effects it has, not 
just on elderly people but on younger 
people too. 

“We are trying, along with other 
organisations, to address that and we 
have to be really creative sometimes 
about how we manage that. 

“It’s not always about finding some¬ 
one else to do it - we have to look at 
how people can work together to help 
themselves in their community. 

“It’s helping people to be aware 


that there might be an elderly lady or 
elderly gentleman living in their road 
who has been widowed and might be 
in need of support. 

“Just a little bit of time can make an 
enormous difference to people in 
their area.” 

There are currently an estimated 
800,000 people in England who are 
chronically lonely. 

A spokesperson for the Department 
of Health said: “Research shows us 
that loneliness can damage mental 
and physical health. 

“It increases the risk of heart dis¬ 
ease and puts people at greater risk of 
blood clots and dementia. 

“Socially isolated adults are also 
more likely to undergo early admis¬ 
sion into residential or nursing care.” 

Helen Marrack, manager of the 
charity CARM (Caring All together 
on Romney Marsh), knows the im¬ 
portance of these befriending servic¬ 
es in the community. 

“The plan is that we improve peo¬ 
ple’s health and well-being,” she said. 

Ms Marrack would like to see the 
befriending service expand further, 
and the charity is considering 
branching out into group befriending 
sessions, telephone befriending, and 
providing people with a tablet device 
to help them communicate with their 
relatives. 

The group befriending sessions 


would involve people meeting in 
groups of around three or four. 

“I think once you have matched 
people up they can ring each other. 
Hopefully it will generate friendships 
that they can facilitate partly on their 
own and partly with a volunteer,” Ms 
Marrack said. 

C ARM also runs reminiscence 
sessions, led by volunteers 
and staff members, which 
have a different theme and 
props to help people relive their own 
experiences. 

“You only need a few things to get 
people talking,” Ms Marrack said. 

“It helps bring back memories and 
helps people feel much more upbeat. 
They are great sessions.” 

Ms Marrack has noticed the posi¬ 
tive effect that the befriending service 
has had on people who may have 
been lonely. 

“We do a survey every year and 
people have their own little quotes,” 
she said. 

“One had written, ‘The volunteer is 
like a window in my life.’ 

“It’s a really good friendship.” 
Graham Gibbens, KCC cabinet 
member for adult social care and pub¬ 
lic health, said: “Tackling loneliness 
and isolation is a priority as it can 
have a real impact on people’s health 
and well-being. 

“Befriending is one way to encour¬ 
age vulnerable people of any age to 
build relationships with others and 
make stronger links with the com¬ 
munity.” 

For more information about the 
services offered by the charities, visit 
www.ageuk.org.uk, www.volunteer- 
ing-ashford.org or www.carmrom- 
neymarsh.org.uk. 
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Roundabout Festival"' - 
Margate Winter Gardens 

3rd - 7th September 2014 

Theatre, music, dance, adult humour and family fun 


Box Office: 01843 292795 
theatreroyalmargate.com 
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Community digs deep to ensure miners’ 
festival is another success, despite deluge 

Annual event in recognition of county’s mining heritage heralded a ’triumph’, writes Sarah Linney 



H undreds of people 
braved the Bank Holiday 
Monday downpours to 
turn out for the sixth 
Kent Miners’ Festival. 
The free annual festival, held this 
year at Tilmanstone Colliery Welfare 
Club in Eythorne, near Dover, cele¬ 
brates the county’s mining heritage 
- with a special focus this year on the 
industry’s contribution to the First 
World War, to coincide with the 
centenary of the start of the conflict. 

Not all the miners were able to go to 
war because of the increased need for 
coal for the Navy, but those who did 
often had a special job - using their 
underground expertise and endur¬ 
ance to dig tunnels under enemy 
lines to lay explosives. 

Visitors were able to learn about 
the miners’ wartime contribution 
and the history of mining in Kent in a 
marquee filled with displays, films, 
artefacts, photos, diagrams and 
stories, many curated by coalfield 
historian Jim Davies. 

Ex-miners from each of Kent’s four 
collieries - Tilmanstone, Betteshang- 
er, Snowdown and Chislet - were on 
hand to tell their tales. 

Crowds were depleted - the festival 


normally attracts between 2,000 and 
3,000 people - some of the stalls and 
sideshows did not turn up and per¬ 
formances on the stage had to be 
abandoned due to the risks of using 
electrical equipment in the rain. 

But there was plenty of other enter¬ 


tainment; music from colliery bands, 
circus acts, ballet, jazz and tap dancers, 
boxing, a dog show and charity stands. 

“It was great. People braved the 
weather throughout the day and had 
a wonderful time - the mining herit¬ 
age was the central attraction,” said 


festival chairman Gary Cox. 

“We put a few gazebos up and tried 
to keep people dry, and moved as 
much of the entertainment into the 
clubhouse as we could. 

“It was a triumph of the community 
spirit that defines the former mining 


villages of east Kent. It’s about giving 
something back to the community, 
and the community turned out. I felt 
as good and proud that night as I did 
after the first festival. 

“I’d like to thank my committee 
and our visitors for their support.” 


FREE MICROCHIPPING from Dogs Trust 

Please visit us at: 


Minnis Bay Car Park 
Birchington-On-Sea 
CY7 9QP 

Wednesday 3rd September 

11-3pm 


Alexandra Road Rec Ground 
Alexandra Road 
Ashford, TW15 1TW 
Thursday 4th September 

11-3pm 



Contact 0207 8370006 for more details 
or visit www.chipmydog.org.uk 


* Offer open to dog owners aged 18 or over regardless of benefit status, subject to availability 
and resources of the charity. Please note that Dogs Trust does not currently fund any 
other veterinary treatment. No appointment needed. We strongly advise that puppies 
being chipped are fully vaccinated beforehand. We reserve the right to ask for proof of 
vaccination. We cannot chip any other pets at this event. The Promoter: Dogs Trust, 17 
Wakely Street, London, EC1V 7RQ. Registered Charity Numbers: 227523 and SC037843. 




Us DogsTrust 
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Sufferers must open up on problem 
killing one person every 33 minutes 


The taboo subject of bowel cancer is often 
forgotten about, but one charity wants to 
change all that, writes Maria Chiorando 


S OCIAL taboos mean people 
are still “dying from embar¬ 
rassment”, according to a 
charity which aims to edu¬ 
cate people about bowel 
cancer - the UK’s fourth most com¬ 
mon form of the disease. 

Mark Flanagan is CEO of Beating 
Bowel Cancer, which works with in¬ 
dividuals, communities, healthcare 
professionals and government to im¬ 
prove public awareness of the illness 
and increase early diagnosis. 

He says: “Things like bowels, bot¬ 
toms and poo are still a source of 
unease for many, and unlike breast 
cancer for example, people don’t talk 
about it. 

“If you were at a dinner party full of 
women, and one mentioned finding a 
lump in her breast, it would be dis¬ 
cussed and people would be full of 
advice. But say the issue was related 
to bowels - the conversation wouldn’t 
even get started. 

“We won’t rest until people are pre¬ 
pared to talk about it.” 

The cancer (see box) is often diag¬ 
nosed late, because people don’t want 
to present their symptoms to their 
doctor. 

But you must go to your GP if you 
notice any sudden changes in your 
bowel habits. 

“These changes could include 
bleeding that lasts for three weeks, 
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losing weight, or fatigue,” says Mr 
Flanagan. 

It is also worth looking out for oth¬ 
er changes, such as going to the toilet 
less than usual, suddenly finding 
mucus or blood in your faeces or any 
pain you experience while having a 
bowel movement. 

When diagnosed early, at what is 
known as stage one, bowel cancer 
has a high survival rate of 93 per 
cent, which drops as the disease 
progresses. 

“People think it is an incurable dis¬ 
ease, but this is not true,” says Mr 
Flanagan, 

“You can beat bowel cancer, but 
you must be aware of the possible 
symptoms.” 

If diagnosed, bowel cancer can be 
treated using a combination of sur¬ 
gery, chemotherapy, radiotherapy 
and, sometimes, biological therapy, 
though the treatment can depend on 
how developed the cancer is when it is 
discovered. 

There are some things you can do 
to try and prevent bowel cancer. 

Maintaining a healthy weight, not 
smoking, exercising regularly, cutting 
down on your alcohol intake and eat¬ 
ing healthily are all recommended. 

“People die every 33 minutes be¬ 
cause of bowel cancer. It’s always 
worth getting a medical opinion,” 
says Mr Flanagan. 


GENEF L BOWEL E [HTTPS 


TUNBRIDGE Wells nutritionist Kate 
Arnold specialises in understand¬ 
ing inflammatory bowel diseases, 
such as IBS (irritable bowel 
syndrome), many of which have a 
host of symptoms, including gas, 
bloating, loose stools, pain and 
fatigue. 

She says: “Bowel cancer is quite 
rare, and it is important to stress 
that. It is important to look out for 
any changes in bowel health, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean you 
have cancer. 

“The most important thing to 
know is that any changes in your 
bowel habits could be significant, 
and it is always worth going to see 
your GP if you have any concerns. 

“When people are having bowel 
problems and have ruled out 
cancer, the first port of call is to 
look at diet.” 

There are some dietary changes 
you can try to help with common 
issues such as constipation. 

Ms Arnold says: “You should 
make sure you are well-hydrated 
by drinking more water. You should 
also increase your intake of soluble 
fibre, which is found in foods like 
porridge, pears and apples.” 

Reducing your intake of proc¬ 
essed foods will be helpful for most 
people, as will looking at the 
amount of caffeine in your diet (too 
much makes some people 
constipated and gives others 
diarrhoea). 


However, it is not all about diet. 

“Stress is a massive factor in 
sluggish digestion,’ ’ says Ms Arnold. 

“We know there is a link 
between the brain and the gut, and 
that there are serotonin receptors 
as well as adrenaline in the gut. 

“When you are stressed, the 
body starts shutting down, and 
digestion is one of the first 
functions that stops working. 

“Many of us are subject to a 
low-level chronic daily stress, and 
that interferes with digestion in the 
same way. I would suggest anyone 
with any concerns should try and 
keep a food diary, which will help 
get to the bottom of the problem - 
no pun intended.” 

To do this, write down every¬ 
thing you eat or drink for two or 
three weeks, making sure that 
you’re not trying to be extra 
healthy, but just eating as you 
normally would. 

Alongside your food diary, write 
a symptom diary, which should 
help you see if there are any 
triggers. 

“For example, if every time you 
eat pasta you see that you’re 
getting a stomach ache two hours 
later, you might want to adjust the 
quantity of pasta you’re eating as a 
portion,” she explains. 

“Rather than having a huge bowl, 
have less pasta and more sauce. 

‘ 'It should be relatively easy to 
see any patterns.” 


The statistics... 

■ Around 41,000 people 
were diagnosed with 
bowel cancer in the 
UK in 2011 - more than 
110 people per day. 

■ Some 95 per cent of 
cases occur in those 
aged 50 or above. 

■ The disease is on the 
increase, with a rise of 
around six per cent 
over the last decade. 
But death rates have 
dropped by about 14 
per cent in that time. 

■ In Europe, around 
477,000 cases of bowel 
cancer were estimated 
to have been diag¬ 
nosed in 2012. 

■ The UK incidence is the 
20th highest in Europe 
for men and the 17th 
highest for women. 

■ Worldwide, an estimat¬ 
ed 1.36 million cases of 
bowel cancer were 
diagnosed in 2012. 

Information from Cancer Research UK 
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Rock-A-Nore Road, Hastings, TN34 3DW. 
Tel: 0844 549 9088 OPEN DAILY! 

bluereefaquarium.co.uk 
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Getting your head around the 
brooding menace of depression 


Following the tragic death of film star and comedian Robin Williams, the issue of depression has 
once again been cast into the spotlight. Reporter Sarah Linney, who herself has suffered from the 
mental illness, takes a look at the issues, how to spot the symptoms and where to go to get help... 


I T was the summer of 1996, and 
I was 15, when one afternoon 
the thought came to me out of 
nowhere: “Is there really a good 
reason why you shouldn’t end 
your own life, right now?” 

I was blindsided. I had no idea 
where this had come from. Until that 
moment I had been an unquestion- 
ingly happy child. 

But for the next eight months I 
muddled through a terrifying fog of 
internal misery, feeling that my exist¬ 
ence was meaningless and unable to 
really enjoy anything, to feel the joy 
in life which had always come so 
easily to me. 

Some would say a bit of an existen¬ 
tial crisis is a normal part of being a 
teenager. But it went beyond that. I 
had no help, because I didn’t know 


any was available. Eventually it went 
away... but it came back to me in 
adulthood, more than once. 

I could put a name to it, somehow, 
even back then. I knew I was de¬ 
pressed. But I didn’t understand it, or 
know how to deal with it... and, even 
now, I still don’t. 

The death by suicide of the comedi¬ 
an Robin Williams, who had long 
suffered from depression, has thrown 
the illness into the spotlight once 
again. 

According to KCA, which provides 
help to people with mental health 
problems across Kent and Medway 
and started life as the Kent Council 
on Alcohol, the condition is currently 
affecting an estimated 163,316 peo¬ 
ple in the county. 

But what exactly is it? 


Kerry Smith, KCA’s assistant direc¬ 
tor of mental health, explains that it’s 
more than just feeling a bit down. 

“We all feel low from time to time, 
but sometimes those feelings are 
worse because they persist for longer,” 
she said. 

“It’s a very common condition and 
people shouldn’t feel like it’s some¬ 
thing that is stigmatised.” 

As Leila Hajipour-Sangtabi, group 
development worker with the Med¬ 
way branch of the charity Rethink 
Mental Illness, points out, depression 
is a serious illness - despite being a 
word some of us use quite casually. 

“Depression is when low mood is 
affecting your day-to-day life,” Ms 
Hajipour-Sangtabi explained. 

“It manifests itself in so many dif¬ 
ferent ways with different people. You 


may have little motivation or energy, 
or feelings of worthlessness and hope¬ 
lessness. 

“Then it becomes hard for people to 
do everyday things because they 
don’t have the energy or motivation. 

“People use it in everyday lan¬ 
guage. They say ‘I’m a bit depressed,’ 
so there’s a misinterpretation about 
how serious it is.” 

Other symptoms can include losing 
interest in things you used to enjoy, 
feeling or being very tearful, or not 
wanting to see friends or family. 

Sufferers of depression often expe¬ 
rience low self-esteem and may feel 
very guilty or that they are no use to 
anyone. 

There are often physical symptoms 
too: you may feel more tired, sleep 
more or have trouble sleeping, lose 


your appetite or sex drive, eat more or 
suffer unexplained aches and pains. 

Someone’s personality can change 
and they may become irritable, an¬ 
gry, anxious, lethargic or indecisive 
- even when normally they are not 
like this at all. 

Everyone experiences depression 
differently - which means that even if 
you have had it yourself, you don’t 
necessarily understand what another 
sufferer is going through. 

“Some people will struggle to get 
out of bed, others will find they cry 
over silly things,” says Ms Smith. 

“Maybe seeing or talking to people 
feels like too much, or you’re having 
problems going into work. 

“Often people suffering from 
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SAD LOSS: Film star 
and comedian Robin 
Williams died by- 
suicide this month 


Tortured soul of comic genius 


COMIC Robin Williams’ death earlier this 
month was as shocking as it was tragic. 

That a man whose public persona was 
apparently so full of life should have taken 
his own life, at the relatively young age of 
63, left family, friends and fans stunned. 

But it once again highlighted how even 
those who appear to have it all can battle 
their own demons. 

Mr Williams had a highly publicised 
battle with alcohol and drugs during his 


career, and shortly before his death was 
diagnosed with early signs of Parkinson’s 
Disease. 

His publicist confirmed he had suffered 
severe depression in the months leading up 
to his death. 

The Grammy and Oscar winner had 
starred in TV and films for decades - his 
work included Good Morning Vietnam, 
Mork and Mindy, Good Will Hunting and 
The Awakenings. 


Where you can get help... 


■ KCA self referrals: 0300 012 0012 
www.kca.org.uk 

■ Rethink Mental Illness information 
and advice line: 0300 5000 927 
(10am to 2pm weekdays) 

■ Rethink Medway Hope Project: 
01634 331894 

■ Sue.Blanks@rethink.org 
01634 331894 www.rethink.org 

■ Samaritans: 08457 909090 
jo @ Samaritans .org 
www. Samaritans .org 


■ Sane Line for mental health support: 
0845 767 8000 (6pm to 11pm) 
www.sane.org.uk 

■ Mind (mental health charity): 
www.mind.org.uk 

■ NHS: www.nhs.uk 

■ Depression Alliance: 

w ww.depressionalliance. org 

■ CALM helpline for men at risk of 
suicide or who wish to talk to someone: 
0800 5858585 

For general health advice: www.liveitwell.org.uk 







• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 
Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 
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Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

Uniform prices paid at both depots 

Bright Wire £3,720 per tonne 
New Production Brass Cuttings £2,800 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £820 per tonne 
Household Cable £1,200 per tonne 
Lead £1,020 per tonne 
Copper water cylinders £50 each 



Prices applicable until 
uesday 2nd September 2014 


All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 


depression find they can’t cope with situations 
that they normally can cope with quite well.” 

Ms Hajipour-Sangtabi adds: “It can definitely 
change people’s behaviour. 

“I studied drama at university, and the drama 
students were all very outgoing. We used to 
shout over each other in seminars. 

“But when I suffered from depression I be¬ 
came very reserved. I wouldn’t say my opinion 
unless the lecturer asked for it. 

“My friends could always tell when some¬ 
thing was wrong because I usually wear dresses 
and bright colours, but instead I would be in 
jeans and hoodies. I think it’s great they picked 
up on that. Now whenever they see me in jeans 
and a hoodie they ask if I am okay! ” 

Out-of-character behaviour may partly be a 
result of the person struggling to deal with their 
thoughts, Ms Hajipour-Sangtabi says. 

“So many conflicting things are going on in 
your head, and that can make you irritable, 
restless or angry,” she explained. 

“You can’t control your thoughts and you 
don’t know what to do with them, so you might 
have a lack of control over other things. It can 
feel a bit like you are drowning.” 

Sometimes depression has an identifiable 
cause - a bereavement, for example. Sometimes 
it’s the result of life experiences which have 
gradually come to a head. Sometimes there can 
seem to be no cause at all at first - and depres¬ 
sion can affect absolutely anyone. 

“You might think someone has a wonderful 
life and wonder what they have to be depressed 
about,” Ms Hajipour-Sangtabi adds. 

“But it’s something a bit deeper than that and 
nothing to do with material things. You could 
be world famous with lots of money, but if you 
are unhappy in yourself of course you are going 
to be depressed.” 

As if having such upsetting thoughts wasn’t 
enough, depression is still a poorly understood 
condition by many people and sufferers some¬ 
times find they are told to “pull themselves 
together” and “just get on with it” by family and 
friends who don’t understand. This kind of re¬ 
sponse is neither helpful nor appropriate. 

“It’s nothing to do with trying harder. No-one 
wants to be depressed or feel worthless or hope¬ 
less, but sometimes you can’t help it,” Ms 
Hajipour-Sangtabi explains. 

“If someone is told to try harder, that can 
make them feel they are not good enough. You 
feel like you’re not as strong as everyone else. 

“You can point out that, for example, some¬ 
one has amazing kids or a fantastic husband or 
wife, and that everyone loves them very much 
- that could help lead to a turning point. 

“But the main thing is never to get aggressive 
or confrontational.” 

Ms Smith agrees. “It can be a really debilitat¬ 
ing condition and people will often need some 
outside help to deal with it,” she said. 

“You shouldn’t feel ashamed to ask for help. If 
you had broken your leg, you would ask for help; 
you wouldn’t expect it to heal by itself. 

“I have worked in mental health for 13 years 
and I think the stigma around being depressed 
has really reduced in that time. 

“More people are happy to come forward and 
ask for help. But it is still difficult for some people 
to say they are not feeling okay.” 

The greatest danger, of course, is that depres¬ 
sion can lead to tragedy if it is not dealt with. 

Around 4,400 people end their own lives in 
England each year - one every two hours - and 
at least 10 times that number attempt suicide. 

It is estimated that 90 per cent of those people 
are suffering from depression or other mental 
health problems. 

Three quarters of those who die by suicide are 
men and the risk rises with age - the highest 
risk group in the UK are the over-75s, but sui¬ 
cide is also a common cause of death in men un¬ 
der 35. 

If someone you know is talking about suicide 
you must take them seriously, Ms Hajipour- 
Sangtabi says. 

“If you think someone is suicidal, ask them 
about it,” she said. 

“People think mentioning it will put the idea 



k k If you think they have 
made plans to do it, encourage 
them to go and see someone, 
or call the emergency services 
or your doctor. The only thing 
not to do is ignore it ff 


Leila Hajipour-Sangtabi, from Rethink 
Mental Illness, on talking about suicide 

in their head, but if someone is suicidal the idea 
will already be in their head. 

“Just giving them that space to be listened to, 
to talk without being interrupted, is a big thing. 

“If you think they have made plans to do it, 
encourage them to go and see someone about it, 
or call the emergency services or your doctor. 
The only thing not to do is ignore it.” 

Again, people who don’t understand depres¬ 
sion might call suicide a selfish thing to do - but 
it should never be viewed that way, Miss 
Hajipour-Sangtabi says. 

“What could possibly be going through that 
person’s head that they feel so hopeless that it is 
the only way out?” she said. 

“It’s not selfish - it’s a way of coping with 
what’s going on. People say it’s attention seek¬ 
ing, but no-one goes into suicide with the inten¬ 
tion that they are going to survive.” 

The good news is there is plenty of help out 
there for people with depression and a number of 
options, including medication, talking therapies, 
cognitive behavioural therapy (which aims to 
help you change negative thought patterns) and 
support groups. 

F or many people their GP is the first port 
of call, but you can also contact KCA 
yourself for help without going through 
your GP. 

The organisation offers all the types of thera¬ 
py mentioned above and can work with you 
over the phone or face to face - and it’s funded 
by the NHS, so you won’t have to pay. 

“There is a choice of things to suit different 
people. Some people only need to see us for a few 
weeks, some people might need to see us for a bit 
longer,” Ms Smith explains. 

And, while it’s not just a case of pinning on a 
smile and telling yourself to cheer up, there are 
also things you can do to help yourself. 

Poor diet is known to worsen depression and 
exercise is proven to help. 

“Going for a walk, listening to music, being 
around other people, finding a hobby - these 
things can all help,” Ms Hajipour-Sangtabi says. 

“There is always help out there and they will 
find the right thing for you. Don’t give up.” 

“About 75 to 80 per cent of people who have 
come to see us will feel demonstrably better at 
the end of therapy, and 50 per cent will be clini¬ 
cally recovered,” Ms Smith added. 

“It is okay to want help and please do ask for 
help if you need it. People shouldn’t feel that 
they are alone.” 
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The Perfect Murder 


TUE 2 - SAT 6 SEP 

The new hit stage play, from the 
bestselling crime author Peter James. 

marlowetheatre.com (bkg fee) 01227 787787 ( bkg f ee) 
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THEATRE 
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TREASURE OF THE DEEP: Left to right, a Latchet shoe, signet pipe tamper ring and pewter pot, all recovered from the sunken wreck of HMS London which lies between the Kent and Essex coast 

Battle to retrieve historic wreck’s 
secrets before they are lost forever 



■ SAMUEL Pepys wrote what he knew of the tragic loss 
of HMS London on March 8, 1665. 

He declared: “This morning is brought me to the office 
the sad newes of The London, in which Sir J Lawson’s men 
were all bringing her from Chatham to the Hope, and 
thence he was to go to sea in her; but a little a ’this side the 
buoy of the Nower, she suddenly blew up. 

1 About 24 men and a woman that were in the round-house 
and coach saved; the rest, being above 300, drowned: the 
ship breaking all in pieces, with 80 pieces of brass ordnance. 
Sir J Lawson hath a great loss in this of so many good chosen 
men, and many relations among them. I went to the ‘Change, 
where the news taken very much to heart.’ ’ 


Chris Murphy reports 
on a salvage operation, 
currently hampered by 
high winds and poor 
visibility, to record and 
reclaim lost artefacts 
from a forgotten 17th- 
century disaster which 
claimed 300 lives 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £194 



A 5 day coach 
break staying at 
our Loch Achray 
Hotel. There will 
be an excursion 
everyday including 
Edinburgh, visit 
to Scotland’s 
oldest distillery 
Glenturret, cruise 
on Loch Lomond & 
Inversnaid. 

LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLI DAYS 


wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 


RCHAEOLOGICAL divers are 
racing against time to salvage 
treasures hidden on board a 17th- 
century shipwreck. 

Already regarded as one of 
England’s most important underwater remains, 
the stricken vessel is deteriorating at an alarm¬ 
ing rate. 

And shifting sediment levels are not helping. 

Now a team of experts are battling to learn all 
they can about the 64-gun ship’s dark history 
before it is lost forever. 

HMS London, built in Chatham, is presently 
lying on the seabed between the Kent and Essex 
coasts. 

But English Heritage and Cotswold Archaeol¬ 
ogy have started work to excavate the relic and 
discover and retrieve many of the ship’s arte¬ 
facts before they are lost forever. 

Mother Nature has already played havoc with 
the operation after high winds severely disrupt¬ 
ed the first week of offshore salvage. 

HMS London sank in the Thames Estuary in 
1665 after accidentally being blown up a year 
after its launch. 

She was making the short journey from 
Chatham to The Hope, near Gravesend, when 
the disaster happened. 

Diarist Samuel Pepys declared that more than 
300 of the ship’s crew were killed, but 25 of 
them were blown clear and somehow survived, 
including one woman. 

The captain, John Lawson, was not on board 
at the time, but many of his family members 
were among the dead. 

The London was one of only three completed 
wooden ‘second rate large ships’ - a classifica¬ 
tion which suggested they were slightly smaller 
than some of the larger vessels, although in no 
way inferior - that were built between 1642 and 
1660. 

This is the only one that ‘survives’ to the ex¬ 
tent that it is still hiding its secrets. 

Now lying in two parts off Southend, the Lon¬ 
don played a significant role in British history. It 
formed part of an English fleet sent in 1658 to 
collect Charles II from Europe and restore him 
to his throne in an effort to end the anarchy 
which followed the death of Oliver Cromwell. 

She has already given up some clues to what 
life was like for England’s sea-bound forces, but 
experts behind the search believe there is so 
much more to be found. 

English Heritage’s marine archaeologist 
Mark Dunkley said: “We are hoping to recover 
some rare and well-preserved items which will 


provide a great insight into the English Navy 
during an unsettled time when Britain was 
emerging as a global power. 

“While the hull of the ship will remain on the 
seabed for the foreseeable future, the recovery 
and display of vulnerable artefacts will aid our 
understanding of life on board ship in the late 
17th century and enable us to remove the wreck 
from our Heritage at Risk Register.” 

Over the next two years, English Heritage has 
commissioned Cotswold Archaeology to carry 
out an underwater excavation in order to find 
out just how much archaeological material 
survives. 

Divers will be excavating three trenches in 
the bow of the wreck, designed to explore ar¬ 
chaeological remains in the hold, the orlop deck 
where the anchor cables are, the main gun deck 
and carpenters’ and boatswains’ store rooms, 
which would have contained tools and timber 
stores. 

There have been test dives already to assess 
what is accessible and what is required to delve 
even deeper into the remains. 

Already discovered are personal items such 
as leather shoes and navigational dividers, 
buckets, pots and cooking utensils, ship fixtures 
and fittings such as door latches, an anchor ca¬ 
ble and even ordnance including cannon balls. 

Amazingly, the London was all but forgotten. 

She was rediscovered in 2005, during works 
in advance of the London Gateway Port develop¬ 
ment in Thurrock, Essex, and shipping lanes 
were slightly amended in an effort to reduce fur¬ 
ther damage. 

Then in October 2008, her lifespan was ex¬ 
panded when she was designated under the 
Protection of Wrecks Act and immediately 
placed on English Heritage’s Heritage at Risk 


Register, as her fragile archaeological remains 
were being exposed by shifting sediment levels 
on the seabed. 

Steven Ellis is an experienced Thames Estu¬ 
ary diver who has been granted the Govern¬ 
ment licence to dive the wreck. 

He is working closely with Cotswold Archae¬ 
ology, and admits the murky waters are ham¬ 
pering progress. 

He said: “Although the underwater dive con¬ 
ditions are difficult with limited visibility, we 
are looking forward to bringing up some excit¬ 
ing finds.” 

Finds recovered from the site will be curated 
by Southend Museums Service, which has se¬ 
cured a grant from the Esmee Fairbairn Foun¬ 
dation to develop a community project to record 
the finds as well as a permanent display at the 
Southend Museums Service headquarters. 

There will also be a publication produced 
about the wreck. 

C lare Hunt, curatorial manager at 
Southend Museums Service, added: 
“This hidden wreck lies just off South- 
end Pier, which is visited by thousands 
each year, yet the wreck remains largely un¬ 
known. 

“It is part of our local as well as our national 
history and we’re inviting people to get involved 
in recording these ship finds.” 

There is further good news for the risky work 
the dive team is undertaking - it is a contender 
for this year’s English Heritage Angel Awards. 

The awards, co-funded by the Andrew Lloyd 
Webber Foundation, celebrate people who res¬ 
cue heritage at risk. 

The winners will be announced at a ceremo¬ 
ny in London on November 3. 


•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 


PICKUP FROM: 


Ramsgate, 

Broadstairs, 

Margate, 

Birchington, 

Herne Bay, 

Whitstable, 

Canterbury, 

Birchanger 

Services 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 
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For more 


nformation on our services go to: 

o n n ect i o n s4y o u - n et 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


£40 I £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


7f £65 I £120 

- j 2 PEOPLE SINGLE 2 PEOPLE RETURN 


PICK UP POINTS 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


Arrival Date 

Nights 

Departure Date 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

22nd May 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

17th July 2015 

4 

21st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 


Enjoy any of ou r 

if an ? 6n, ' 9hts tays 

in lovely Newquay in 

Picturesque Cornwall 

(Pay ment Plans areavailable) 


These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 



Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its 
stunning beaches. It is just a 10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre 
and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty of facilities at 
the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as 
well as an enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty 


salon and games room. There is a coffee shop which offers a selection of 
light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom which offers 
entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and bar, it’s a 
popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind whilst 
enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west, m Find us on 

■ 1 Facebook 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 
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Editor: Dave Mairs 
dave.mairs@archant.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653479 


Follow us @KOSLeisure or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


Example goes old school 

Rapper, songwriter and soon-to-be father brings new tour to Kent, but this time 
he’s hand-picked the venues to get closer to his fans, as Simon Redley reports 


H E’S opened for the likes 
of Justin Timberlake, 
has had two number 
one singles, sold 
hundreds of thousands 
of albums, and after marrying a 
model, last month announced he 
was set to become a father for the 
first time. 

For rapper, singer, songwriter 
and producer Example, his time in 
the sun is right now. 

And in November he will grace 
the stage of Margate’s Winter 
Gardens - the latest big name to 
head to the coastal venue. 


It is one of the stops on a 27-date 
UK tour which begins in October, 
with all venues personally 
hand-picked by the star, whose real 
name is Elliot Gleave. 

He explains: “We could go back 
and do arenas, but I thought rather 
than do that, let’s put the effort in 
and do a proper old school tour. 

“I think there are about 10 
venues I have never played before; 
bearing in mind I have been 
touring since 2004, and have done 
probably 2,000 shows.” 

One of the last times he was in 
the county was for Lounge on the 


Farm back in 2011 - performing 
on the main stage at the popular 
Canterbury event. 

He said: “It’s going to be pretty 
exciting. It’s all about hitting up 
every part of the country. There’s 
certain people who just can’t afford 
to travel to gigs, so it’s nice they 
can just get the bus or walk down 
to the place.” 

So how does the 32-year-old 
prepare for a gruelling trek around 
the UK scheduled across two 
months? 

“I am always flying from one 
place to another. In July I did 23 


gigs in 30 days and took 27 flights. 

“If I get two months off, which is 
very rare, I’ll get in and rehearse 
with the band, but in general I like 
to keep fit; because 90 minutes on 
stage four or five times a week, you 
have to be fit for that. 

“I do vocal warm-ups and 
stretches, because I injured myself 
a few years ago and had to cancel a 
load of gigs.” 

Back in September 2012, he tore 
his Achilles tendon and on doctor’s 
orders was forced to rest; wearing 

Continued on page 41 » 
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Join the decking revolution 


New range of Douglas Fir Decking now in stock 



Grelart offers on oak flooring 


3 strip engineered at £12.99 per square metre +VAT 

21 mm x 189mm engineered oiled oak at £34 per square metre +VAT 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 


WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM, CANTERBURY, 
KENT CT3 1AR 



Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8-5, Sat: 8.30-12.30 


WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD 
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a brace on his lower leg and foot and 
applying ice packs six times a day for 
two weeks. These days, he takes 
fitness seriously. 

He also reveals that all-night 
drinking sessions and crazy partying 
for him and his band are not on the 
agenda during this tour. 

“We don’t really get too drunk; but 
we might open a bottle of whisky and 
have a sip each,” he said. “We call it 
‘band prayer’. But we don’t do 
anything outlandish or outrageous 
these days.” 

Which may be well timed as last 
month he announced that he and his 

66 People paying to see 
a gig don't want to hear 
some weird cover or a 
track released seven years 
ago no-one bought ** 

wife - the Australian model and 
actress Erin McNaught, are expect¬ 
ing their first child. 

The couple have long since 
discussed moving to Australia to be 
closer to her family, being quoted 
before as saying they’ll look to move 
by 2018 at the latest. 

However, the pregnancy could 
hasten their move. 

“If I’m totally honest,” he admits, “I 
have achieved more than I ever 
thought I would. I am still ambitious, 
but I think I’ve adjusted my goals 
purely because I am married now and 
I’ve got a kid on the way.” 

But for now his focus is on the tour. 

He relishes the chance to be able to 


see the faces of his fans at these 
shows, compared to the huge arena 
shows where he can be a good 
distance away from most of the 
crowd. 

“When I go overseas, I am not as 
big in certain countries as I am in 
the UK, so you end up playing in 
front of sometimes 300 to 800 
people, and you think, ‘I like being 
that close to people’. It is easier to get 
your energy out to them and that 
spreads across the venue. 

“You can see everyone’s face, rather 
than in an arena where someone at 
the back looks like an ant.” 

Example promises fans he is not 
going to bombard them with obscure 
songs and loads of new stuff they do 
not know, and they can be sure he’ll 
be singing all his hits. 

These will include his two top 10 
singles from the second studio album 
Won’t Go Quietly, the title track and 
Kickstarts; his two number one 
singles, Changed the Way You Kiss 
Me and Stay Awake; and his chart 
hits from the current album Live Life 
Living, which was released in July; 
All The Wrong Places, Kids Again 
and One More Day (Stay with Me). 

“People paying to see a gig don’t want 
to hear some weird cover of something 
or a track released seven years ago 
that no-one bought,” he adds. 

The rush for tickets is likely to 
underline that belief. 

■ Example will perform at the 
Margate Winter Gardens on 
November 3. Tickets cost £27.50 
(plus booking fees) and are 
available on general sale now. 

To book, visit the venue website at 
www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 
or calling the box office on 01843 
292795. 


SPLASH LANDING: Elliot Gleave, aka Example, wants this tour to be a more personal experience for his followers 
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CIRCLE LINE-UP: The five-day Roundabout Festival takes place in a specially created amphitheatre and will be hosted inside Margate’s Winter Garden 

Seaside freebies worth a look... but be quick! 

Pop-up amphitheatre promises package of events to keep the family entertained 


A POP-UP arts festival is 
set to take Margate by 
storm when it flies in to 
the Winter Gardens next 
week. 

The Roundabout Festival promises 
five days of fun-packed, non-stop 
events, with a programme including 
comedy, theatre, dance and other 
events for the whole family. 

Held at the Margate Winter 
Gardens, it takes place in a specially 
created pop-up amphitheatre. 

The amphitheatre, which was first 
used at the Edinburgh Festival this 
month, can seat 168 people, and 
packs away into a single truck, 


allowing it to ‘pop up’ wherever 
organisers want. Many of the events 
at the festival are free. 

The Roundabout Tea Dance is one 
of the free events and promises a 
participatory, fun three hours for 
those who love dance. 

Authentic jazz and swing music 
from the 1920s to the 1950s will be 
paired with what organisers are 
calling an instant dance class for 
everyone to enjoy. 

And if you love to sing, then the 
Sing World Music workshop will be 
perfect for you. The events are free to 
everyone, with professional group 
Maddie4Music teaching participants 


a range of songs from around the 
globe. 

For those who prefer to just watch, 
the festival will also be showcasing 
some of the hottest new plays, with 
Lungs, written by Duncan Macmil¬ 
lan, described as “the most beautiful, 
shattering play of the year” by one 
critic. The tale tells of a couple who 
want a child, but are running out of 
time in a world which is slowly 
falling apart. 

For slightly younger audiences, the 
play Our Teacher’s a Troll, by Dennis 
Kelly, who wrote Matilda the 
Musical, promises plenty of laughs 
for those aged seven and above. 


The lead characters in the story, 
two terrible twins, have to save the 
school from the child-eating troll, 
while simultaneously working to get 
Brussels sprouts in peanut butter 
taken off the cafeteria menu. 

Organisers have promised there 
will be something for everyone, no 
matter what age, at the festival, 
which takes place between Septem¬ 
ber 3-7. 

To see the full line-up and find out 
ticket prices for events which are 
charging, you can call the Margate 
Winter Gardens box office on 01843 
292795 or visit www.margatewin- 
tergardens.co.uk. 


Please tell us 
more, Sir Roger 

TICKETS for an audience with 
former 007 Sir Roger Moore are 
selling fast, as he prepares for a show 
at Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre. 

The legend of the big and small 
screen will be discussing his life and 
career at the show on Sunday, 
September 14. 

Stories and anecdotes will cover 
his time on hit TV shows The Saint 
and The Persuaders, as well as his 
12-year stint as James Bond. 

Gareth Owen, who has previously 
interviewed Sir Roger at the BFI 
Southbank, the Barbican Centre 
and various Unicef fundraisers 
throughout Europe, will host the talk. 

The author of 11 books, Owen has 
worked with Sir Roger on his 
autobiography My Word Is My Bond, 
Bond On Bond and the upcoming 
Last Man Standing: Tales From 
Tinseltown, released next month. 

The show includes an audience 
O&A where attendees have the 
opportunity to put their own 
question to the Hollywood legend. 

An Evening With Sir Roger Moore 
is at the Marlowe 
Theatre at 5pm on 
September 14. 

Tickets are £25 
plus a booking fee. 

To book call the 
box office on 
01227 

787787 or go 
to n 
lowi 
tre.< 





Have you visited the Hornby 
Hobbies Visitor Centre Yet? 


Ticket Prices 

Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 


Relive the story of Britain’s best loved toys! 


Family-£12.50 


Featuring rare products from the Hornby, Scalextric, 

Airfix and Corgi archives. Track the history of Hornby’s 
iconic model trains from Frank Hornby’s early home-made 
toys in sheet metal, through the development of Hornby 
‘O’ gauge and Hornby-Dublo. Don’t miss the spectacular 
model railway layouts. The Hornby Retail Shop offers an 
extensive range of Hornby, Scalextric, Airfix, Humbrol and 
Corgi products. 


(2 Adults and up to 
4 children) 



www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


R 

www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


aTrfJx CORGI Humbrol 



THE ROYAL ARMOURIES AND LEEDS CASTLE PRESENT 


Full armour jousting * Longbow competition * Living history re-enactments and more 
Don’t miss The Grand Tournament on 30th and 31st August (sponsored by hjaart) 


#ARE YOU READY 


SHE S READY. ARE YOU? 


THE MEDIEVAL FESTIVAL - 23RD TO 31ST AUGUST 2014 
At Leeds Castle. Kent 


THEMEDIEVALFESTIVAL2014.COM 
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MORE THE MERRIER: Faversham Hop Festival culminates this weekend with a packed programme of events 


M ORE than 40,000 
people are set to 
descend on Faversham 
this weekend for one of 
the highlights of the 
town’s calendar. 

The Faversham Hop Festival is on 
now, with displays, parades and 
attractions. 

This year, its 25th, it intends to be 
more family orientated, with four 
live music stages and performances 
in pubs around town, plus Morris 
dancing and a host of other dance 
troupes. 

And to mark its silver anniversary, 
there will be special celebrations of 
the area’s heritage in the hop 
industry, which goes back more than 
800 years. 

These will tell the story of the 
‘hoppers’ who came down from the 
east end of London, and elsewhere in 
the county, to harvest the hops. 

Many of their descendants still live 
in the area and the link is empha¬ 
sised by the inclusion of Pearly Kings 
and Queens in the festival parades. 

Organisers are urging all those 
attending to use a special park-and- 
ride bus service to get into the town 
- or to take the train. 

To ease the strain, extra parking 
has been laid on at the Abbey School 


on the edge of town, with historic 
buses laid on to get you into the 
heart of the action. 

Those parking at the school can 
then buy a wristband from stewards 
entitling them to unlimted use of the 
bus that day. The service should run 
every 10 to 15 minutes, depending 
on traffic, and will do a circuit of the 
town. 

Event manager Bill Fowler 
said:’’Visitors can take the bus or 
walk into town - it’s only a 
10-minute stroll. 


“The bus service is designed to 
ease the strain in the town centre as 
the main car park will be housing a 
Ferris wheel and our Harry the Hop 
fun area.” 

Harry the Hop is the event’s new 
mascot. 

On Sunday, the parade begins at 
10.30am in Preston Street and will 
include the ceremonial rolling of two 
tubs of beer, which will be blessed by 
the Vicar of Faversham, the Rever¬ 
end Simon Rowlands, at a service in 
St Mary’s Church. 


Festival managing director David 
Thompson said:”We have been 
putting together some new and 
exciting ideas, including a hop 
heritage exhibition at the Shepherd 
Neame brewery. I’m excited by the 
range of entertainment we will able 
to provide. 

“We are hoping for record numbers 
of visitors and I’d like to extend an 
invitation to people across the south 
east to visit our beautiful town.” 

■ For full details, see www. 
favershamhopfestival.org. 


Seaside talent 
show fitting finale 

THE week-long Herne Bay 
Festival comes to an end this 
weekend with a special talent 
show. 

A free firework display will 
take place on Saturday night 
before Herne Bay’s Got Talent 
closes the festival, now in its 
22nd year, on Sunday. 

This year’s theme has been 
'Take to the Skies’, with a 
varied nine-day programme 
of more than 80 free events, 
alongside a rich mixture of 
community and arts events. 

The festival was created in 
1993, as part of a town centre 
management initiative aiming 
to celebrate the town and 
bring the community and 
businesses closer together. 

Its popularity has made it 
one of the most successful 
community focused events in 
Kent. See www.hernebayfesti- 
val.com for details. 



CRAFT & GIFT SHOW 

13th & 14th September 

QUEX PARK ESTATE, 
BIRCHINGTON, KENT, CT7 OBH 
Outdoor childrens play area 
Craft Village, Birds of Prey 
Beer Tent, BBQ and lots more 
10am to 4pm 

Supporting 

THE KENT AIR AMBULANCE 

FREE PARKING, ADULTS £1 CHILDREN FREE 

Tel: 01843 842762 or 01843 595143 

07966225217 or 07725460276 

www.midasleisure.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE 
HERE PLEASE 

A T T 


To advertise 
here call 



01233 

653461 


Free Valuation 
No Obligation - Call Now 

020 8622 5013 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


To advertise here 


call 01233 653461 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 


Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 


For enquiries call 


01227 712790 
07889 895394 


m|kseiis 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 
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WAGGON 

oVhALE 




BJEflliALE 

rrk&hte&t 


28TH SI 


25TH SEPTEMBER 
5TH OCTOBER 

I I 

To celebrate cask ale week ALL OUR 
ALES WILL BE £3 during this period 


i 1 FREE pint of real ale 

during the festival with this voucher 

i- — — — — — — — — — — 

12 great Kent ales plus 4 Kent ciders 
available plus a weekend 
of great music 

A, 

P 01634 400800 

179 Capstone Road, Chatham, Kent ME5 7PP 
waggonathale2011@hotmail.co.uk* www.waggonathale.com 


aAVIATOR 


QUEENBOROUGH CORNER SHEERNESS KENT ME12 3DJ 


Aviator 

Pub v Grill 


A comfortable, family-friendly pub, serving good quality food and drink. 

The Aviator serves a choice of traditional Kentish cask ales, distinctive 
international lagers and a good wine selection. 
There is a large garden, where up to 40 customers can enjoy 
al fresco dining and a large children’s play area. 







Crockham Lane, 
Hernhill, Kent, 

Circa 1364 ME13 9JR 


um 


Discover 


our new 


CHAMPAGNE BAR 


Don't miss our 

STEAK NIGHT 

Two for £26.95 
INCLUDING WINE 

Book in advance to avoid disappointment 


For more info & to book please call 
01227 751207 | www.theredlion.org 


* 


■ '■ 

, 3r & jJ 

* 



vTiPl Tandoori Restaurant <Es,,984) S&i 

FULLY LICENSED AND AIR CONDITIONED - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 


30th ANNIVERSARY YEAR - TOP TRIBUTE ACTS EVERY MONTH 



Tuesday 2nd September 

RETURNING BY POPULAR DEMAND 


The Rod Stewart Tribute Show 


(Usual Top Quality Menu) 


169-171 STATION ROAD, SIDCUP, KENT DAI 5 7AA 

020 8300 0777 • 020 8300 2527 



The Captain Digby 

Located on the cliff top overlooking Kingsgate 
Bay, is the Captain Digby restaurant and pub. 
Our award winning restaurant is perfect for 
couples and families alike and is one of Thanet’s 
most popular places to dine all year round. 

Choose from our delicious menu 
and our varied choice of wines 




Loads of activites to keep the 
kids happy including our indoor 
and outdoor play area and face 
painting on the weekend. 


The Captain Digby Kingsgate 
Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

Tel: 01843 867764 
www.captaindigby.co.uk 



THORLEY TAVERNS 



f Monday 1st - Charity Quiz Night 1 

Join us from 8pm for 10 rounds, 
with lots of on the spot prizes. 

Only £2.50 per person with all money from the quiz 
going to the charity - Winning team receives 
L a £30 Anchor & Hope voucher. B 



T HORLEY TAVERN S 


TARTAR FRIGATE 

First Floor Full Al La Carte Restaurant 

Our delicious food is freshly prepared by our chef daily. 

Open Monday to Saturday Lunchtime 12 noon - last orders 1.45pm 
Evenings 7pm - last orders 9pm 

Also available Monday to Friday Lunch and dinner our 3 course set menu. 

Saturday lunch times only 

Sunday Lunch two sittings 12.30pm and 3.30pm 


You can also enjoy our traditionally cooked pub food downstairs in our 
rustic and friendly bar. 



For further information, or to 
make a reservation, please call 


Tartar Frigate 
Seafood Restaurant 
37-39 Harbour Street 
Broadstairs 
CTIO IEU 


01843 862013 


www.tartarfrigate.co.uk 
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^ Ut Advertisers’ Announcement 


A comfortable, family-friendly experience 



THE AVIATOR in Sheerness run 
by Phil Chislett is a comfortable, 
family-friendly pub, serving 
good quality food and drink. We 
are ideally situated for visiting 
the following attractions: 
Minster Abbey and Gatehouse, 
Leysdown beach, Elmley RSPB 
nature reserve and Sheerness 
Heritage Centre. 

As well as the pub’s attractive 
exterior - The Aviator has 
won the Queensborough in 
Bloom competition three years 
running - the inside features 


a treasure trove of the area’s 
fascinating role in the history of 
powered flight. 

Authentic uniforms, 
photographs and artefacts 
tell the story of how Sheppey 
was a home of the early flying 
pioneers such as Charles S 
Rolls, the Wright brothers and 
the Short brothers, as well as 
the Eastchurch Naval Flying 
School and the Gordon Bennett 
Air Race. 

The pub has occasional live 
music and supports local darts 


and football teams. There is a 
charity quiz night each Monday 
and The Aviator hosts a beer 
festival each August which 
raises money for local good 
causes. 

The Aviator serves a choice 
of traditional Kentish cask ales, 
distinctive international lagers 
and a good wine selection. 

There is a large garden, 
where up to 40 customers can 
enjoy al fresco dining and a 
large children’s play area. 



The Aviator 

Queenborough Corner 
Sheerness Kent ME12 3DJ 
01795 666094 
Shepherd-Neaine.com 
Aviator@Shepherd-Neame.co.uk 


Christmas 
at Chiquitos 

HERE AT CHIOUITO we’re passionate about 
food! Our dishes are made with the tastiest of 
ingredients, packed full of flavour to really tantalise 
your taste buds. Whether you’re looking for a tasty 
treat or a light bite, Chiquito is the place to be! 

We are the perfect place to go for an excellent 
Christmas party, and if you book before the end of 
October the party organiser will eat for free (based 
on terms and conditions) 

Our Christmas menu is available to view online, 
but we have a wide selection of Starters, Mains 
and Dessert to choose from. The starters include 
Nachos, Potato Skins or Halloumi Mushrooms 
(v), and for the main you can have Traditional 
Christmas Dinner, Peri Peri Chicken or one of the 
many other options available, with a fine selection 
of desserts to choose from. 



Valid at any of our Kent restaurants 

ASHFORD: 

Eureka leisure Park, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN25 4BN 
01233 646037 

THANET: 

23 Margate Rd, Broadstairs, Kent CT12 5AD 
01843 579320 

ROCHESTER: 

Medway Valley Leisure Park, Chariot Way, Rochester, Kent ME2 2SS 
01634 739670 

Terms & conditions: 

Voucher entitles the party organiser to a free main course from the 
Christmas or Main menu only. 

Voucher valid 7 days a week. 

One voucher per bill/table transaction. 

Subject to availability, no substitute available, no cash alternative 
Valid at all Kent Chiquito restaurants 
Voucher must be surrendered upon redemption 




Waggon at Hale 

179 Capstone Road, Chatham, Kent ME5 7PP 
Telephone: 01634 400800 
www.waggonathale.com 
Starter: Duck and Orange Pate 
served with toasted baguette and bramley apple 
and cider chutney 

Main: Waggon Ultimate Burger, a handmade 1/2lb 
beef burger on a Kentish Huffkin, a bucket of 
gourmet chips and homemade coleslaw 
Dessert: Cookie Dough & Ice cream served warm 
and drizzled in chocolate sauce 


Jalsha Tandoori 

169-171 Station Road, Sidcup, Kent DA15 7AA 
Telephone: 0208 3000777 
Starter: Hot Margh Chat Mossala 
Main: Nargis Chicken 

Dessert: Fantanstica Crisp Choclate Base layered 
with Dairy Vanilla & Caramel Ice Cream 

The Aviator 

Queenborough Corner, Sheerness, Kent ME12 3DJ 
Telephone: 01795 666094 
shepherd-neame.com 

Starter: Frito Misto, lightly dusted whitebait & 
Calamari, mixed salad leaves & a dunking pot of 
citrus mayonaise 

Main: The Aviator Pulled Beef Chilli Pot, slowly 
cooked for richness & topped with melted 
Cheddar served with tortillas, spicy Mexican 
salad, rice and traditional 
Mexican accompaniment 
Dessert: Warm American Pancakes, two layered 
pancakes, smothered in warm banana, Nutella & 
toasted nuts, finished with vanilla ice cream. 


The Red Lion 

ch Hill, Hernhill, Faversham, Kent ME13 9JR 
Telephone: 01227 751207 
www.theredlion.org 
Starter: Pork Belly Bites 
Main: Hickory home smoked brisket 
with a bourbon peppercorn sauce, 
served with wedges and salad. 

Dessert: Strawberries and cream /* 


A Feast in 


Faversham 


SITUATED FOUR MILES outside Faversham in the small village 
of Hernhill, The Red Lion is a 14th century inn, with a rustically 
wonderful interior of flagstones and beams. To the side is a large 
garden with a children’s play area and a car park. In the colder 
months you can sit in front of our log fire. Upstairs is the new 
beautiful beamed Champagne Bar and function room available for 
functions and meetings. 

There is a selection of cask ales and kegs beers and cider to suit 
all, plus good wines and soft drinks. Food is served every lunchtime 
and evening - except Christmas Day. The food is home cooked, tasty 
and plentiful, and you can choose from the main menu or from 
the specials. Lunchtime snacks are available, for those wanting a 
smaller meal, everyday except on Sunday when roasts of pork, beef 
and lamb, is on the menu. 


The Red Lion 

Crockham Lane, Hernhill, Faversham, ME13 9JR 

01227 751207 

www.theredlion.org 
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DJ BBQ puts 
new spin on 
old tradition 


HOT DAWG: Christian Stevenson wants to make barbecueing 
an all-year-round experience for people in Britain 


We Brits and our cousins from across 
The Pond differ in countless ways: they 
say ‘tom-ay-to’, we say ‘tom-ah-to’. And 
when it comes to cooking outdoors, 
our American counterparts are far 
more daring, as Kate Whiting found out 


» For more food and 
drink articles pick up 
a copy of this month's 

Kent Life 


A FTER last Monday’s 

bank holiday wash-out, 
for many the barbecue is 
being wheeled back into 
the shed as the summer 
begins to morph into autumn. 

But one American is trying to 
make the traditional outside grill a 
year-round experience. 

Christian Stevenson explained: 
“Brits are embracing barbecuing, but 
the supermarkets aren’t helping. 

“People think, ‘summer equals 
BBQ’, but that’s not the case. 
Barbecuing should be 365 days a 
year and the supermarkets need to 
stock charcoal or wood all year 
long.” 

The 46-year-old father-of-three, 
nicknamed DJ BBQ, is a bundle of 
energy who’s been living in the UK 
for 18 years. 

His background is presenting 
extreme sports, but he also DJs and 
barbecues (hence the nickname) at 
festivals around the country, 
cooking and mixing tunes for up to 
20 hours a time in what he calls 
‘catertainment’. 

He’s now making a big impression 
on Jamie Oliver’s Food Tube online 
video network, with his larger-than- 
life personality and star-spangled 
catsuits earning him thousands of 
hits. 

“My favourite Food Tube videos 
are the brisket, which is an 18-hour 
cook, and bacon firebombs. We shot 
those in November and it was 
chucking down with rain. 

“Everyone said, ‘what are you 
doing?’. But even though it’s England 
and it rains a lot here, this is what I 
do.” 

Stevenson learned to barbecue 
when he was just eight years old 
from his dad, who learned from his 
father before him - and their recipes 
are among those that feature in his 
new cookbook, The BBQ Book. 

“My grandparents were great 
cooks,” he explains, “so when my 
grandfather passed away, my 
father went to all his siblings and 
asked for all the recipes, and made a 


book for everyone in the family of 
Grandma and Grandpa’s recipes, so 
there’s a couple of them in there as 
well.” 

Listening to him talk, it’s almost 
impossible not to drool, especially 
when he describes his favourite dish. 

“Whenever I went travelling, my 
father would have the same recipe 
waiting for me: two flank or skirt 
steaks in a big ziplock with a bottle of 
Italian dressing, something you buy 
in the grocery store, and you shake it 
up and throw it in there. 

“The vinegar would tenderise the 
meat and then he’d get the charcoal 
cooking and throw a bunch of 
potatoes in there and he’d grill that 
piece of meat and slice it, and that, to 
me, is the taste of coming home,” he 
says. 

“And it’s something everybody 
always loves. They can’t believe that 
Italian dressing can make that piece 
of meat taste that perfect, but it’s got 

44 My favourite Food 
Tube videos are the 
brisket, which is an 
18 -hour cook, and bacon 
firebombs. We shot 
those in November and 
it was chucking down 

the oils, the peppers, the vinegars, 
it’s the perfect marinade and it’s easy. 

“And then I always do more 
potatoes than I need because the 
next day, I make home fries, so 
onions, peppers, chorizo, crack an 
egg on there, so I’ve got breakfast 
with these smokey potatoes.” 

He’s excited to be spreading the 
barbecue love through his Food 
Tube channel and learning more 
techniques. 

“I’m enjoying this new world,” he 
says. “I’ve just spent a week in 
Portugal visiting all my friends in 
their restaurants and learning a 
whole bunch of new recipes.” 
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Can Ambrette 
pack a punch 
within the city's 
historic walls? 

The Ambrette 

Location: Canterbury 


By Chris Thomson 


I THINK it was Public Enemy 
who once urged us all not to 
believe the hype. 

And when it comes to 
restaurants, it is easy to be 
dazzled by a reputation or a well 
oiled PR machine, only to be 
underwhelmed by the reality. 

The Ambrette’s reputation 
certainly precedes it. We seem to be 
informed of every big and small 
event in its life, and owner Dev 
Biswal has even acquired minor 
celebrity chef status. 

So when it was announced it was 
adding to its acclaimed Margate 


outlet with one in Canterbury, it 
created something of a stir. 

Could he transfer the fusion of east 
meets Kent, which has defined him 
thus far, to the cathedral city? 

Housed in what was once the Beer 
Cart Arms pub, tucked away behind 
the bustling pedestrianised area, this 
is not merely a swanky curry house. 

This is, and be in no doubt, fine 
dining. The influence of the sub¬ 
continent is there, but deployed over 
traditional, locally sourced, seasonal 
food. The blend is intoxicating. 

There’s none of the creamy stodge 
which can leave you emerging from 



a classic curry dish feeling almost 
drunk on fat; just well seasoned, 
beautifully cooked foods which can 
excite even wimps like me who shy 
away from anything too spicey 
under normal circumstances, and 
instead deliver an almost excited 
sweat through the deft kick of the 
eastern flavourings. 

The breast of wood pigeon for a 
starter, is smoked with cloves and 
marjoram; the meat so tender it was 
melt in your mouth and flavoured in 
a way which will melt your heart. 

The main course, Kentish pork 


with roast beetroot and spiced apple 
chutney, was perhaps the embodi¬ 
ment of what this establishment tries 
to do - local, seasonal produce 
cooked in that particular style. 

The presentation was first class, 
the service exceptional. 

There was barely a moment to ever 
think ‘where’s the waiter’ before they 
appeared, like the shopkeeper in Mr 
Benn, ready to talk us through the 
menu, or deliver appetisers and small 
additional little treats between each 
course. 

Three courses and wine for two, 


came to around £90. 

My preconceptions, if truth be told, 
were that I would find the Ambrette 
a trifle disappointing after all the 
hype. I could not be more wrong. 

It not only lives up to the hype but 
it establishes itself as a truly 
exceptional dining experience. First 
class. 

■ The Ambrette 

14-15 Beer Cart Lane 

Canterbury 

CT1 2NY 

Web: www.theambrette.co.uk 
Phone 01227 200777 



To advertise your event here 
£ please call 01233 653461 
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★★★★★ * 

‘Genuinely 

enlightening’ ^ « 

★★★★ vmiv 

‘searing 

emotional 

‘....Dawn I 
French just m 

gets better L 

and better, V P« 
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minutes’ ^ 


directed BY MICHAEL GRANDAGE 


FRI 5 & SAT 6 SEPTEMBER 2014 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
ASSEMBLY HALL 
THEATRE 

BOX OFFICE ONLINE 

01892 530 613 WWW.ASSEMBLYHALLTHEATRE.CO.uk 
CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 08448 758 758 OR TICKETZONE.CO.UK 


LARGEST ANTIQUES 
FAIR IN THE SOUTH 


To obtain 

2FOR1 

admission on 
Weds only ■ 

Antiques^ S5£ 

CollectorsFair couk/offers 



Tue 2 & Wed 3 Sept 


Tues 9am - 5pm £20 (Tues ticket allows 
entry on Wed) Wed 8am - 4pm £5 

SOUTH OF ENGLAND SHOWGROUND 

Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL 
12 miles from Gatwick 

• roi636 4 

IQCl 702326 
T/vww.iacf.co.uk 



A great place to do 
business... 



THORLEYTAVERNG 

A •- STUNNING LOCATIONS -• 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 
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your say. 




Ashford, TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Feeling pinch of 
green belt laws 

HONESTLY, I am amazed at the 
misinformation espoused by J 
Redbridge (‘Countryside is under 
threat from Tories’, KoS letters, 
24.08). 

The National Planning Policy 
Framework, which I presume the 
writer is referring to in terms of the 
Government’s new planning laws, 
still maintains the same presump¬ 
tion against building in the green 
belt as the existing planning laws. 

Indeed in my experience, district 
councils, due to a slight panic 
reaction, are strengthening their 
policies to shut off the tiniest 
loophole that may lead to any 
application for development in the 
green belt. 

I have applied for a new house in 
an area classed as green belt only to 
be categorically turned down by the 
local council and at appeal. 

The area in question is anything 
but lovely, but it is washed over by 
the ridiculous generalised green belt 
and therefore in terms of planning 
law a non-starter. 

It’s strange that historically we 
built houses in what is now the green 
belt; small villages, individual 
houses, but for some reason now it is 
anathema to do so. 

The result of not allowing small 
developments in these areas is that 
the only option then is to cram more 
and more houses into confined 
spaces. 

While this situation continues, 
my two children, both in their 
mid-20s with quite reasonable jobs 
- one a doctor, the other a civil 
engineer - live at home with no 
chance of buying a property due to 
the attitudes of rather selfish 
individuals like J Redbridge. 

T Williams, Chipstead 

Town not the only 
port in WWI storm 

IN your article regarding the Great 
War’s injured (KoS, 24.08) it states, 
regarding Folkestone: “Tragically, it 
was also the port where the casual¬ 
ties returned.” This is incorrect. 

Fewer than 2,000 casualties came 
into Folkestone, whereas, during the 
course of the war, 1,260,506 sick 
and wounded were landed at Dover 
and 1,234,248 at Southampton, 
from where they were sent on special 
ambulance trains to at least 195 
railway stations throughout the 
country and thence to local hospitals. 

What should also be mentioned is 
that troops and war material 
departed from other ports including 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


Governors' decision 
just 'city-centric' bias 


IT IS a huge disappointment and 
a massive missed opportunity 
that the governors of Barton 
Court Grammar in Canterbury 
have decided not to pursue the 
prospect of a move to a new school 
in Herne Bay. 

I have stated, and believe, that 
this was a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to provide the young 
people of the coastal strip with a 
dedicated grammar school, and to 
redress the imbalance between 
the city - which currently has 
three selective schools - and the 
coast which has none. 

It is rarely, if ever, a developer is 
willing to offer the combination 
of donated land and supporting 
sports facilities to enable a school 
to move from premises that are 
no longer fit for purpose to a new 
location. 

The headteacher at Barton 
Court, Kirstin Cardus, has 
courageously pursued the project 
in the best interests of her school 
and both current and future 
pupils. 

In taking a negative decision I 
believe the governors have 
presented the staff and pupils 
with a future in accommodation 
which will be unable to meet the 
needs of a growing number of 


Dover and Richborough, but more 
importantly Southampton, which 
was the number one embarkation 
port for personnel and material, and 
from where 4,822,280 troops and 
20,570 nursing sisters embarked, as 


students and difficult if not 
impossible to modernise. 

They have additionally 
condemned the increasing 
number of potential pupils from 
Herne Bay and Whitstable 
requiring selective education to 
continuing and unnecessary 
journeys, and considerable 
expense in time and money. 

I am fully aware the funding 
gap was, to say the least, chal¬ 
lenging. But challenges are there 
to be met, not to be run away 
from, and had the governors 
taken a positive and robust 
decision then I am sure Kent 
County Council, under its present 
or a new leadership, would have 
stepped up to the mark and helped 
us to realise the potential of this 
opportunity. 

That, combined with other 
potential funding streams, could 
have turned an ambition into a 
reality. 

I shall continue to seek to 
promote the cause of a coastal 
grammar school, but I cannot 
pretend the task has not been 
made more difficult by what I 
regard as a city-centric and 
short-sighted decision. 

Sir Roger Gale, Thanet North 
(including Herne Bay) MP 


well as 799,870 horses and mules. 

From Newhaven and Littlehamp- 
ton alone 6,805,180 tonnes of war 
material were sent to France. 

Folkestone played a huge part in 
the First World War, but it should be 


seen in relation to the role of other 
ports and towns in the country, who 
also played their own part in a 
variety of ways. 

Nick Spurrier, by email 

Pension disparity 
tells its own story 

YOUR article on public sector bosses’ 
pay (KoS 17.08) missed one very 
important issue, in that costs do not 
end with retirement. 

Anybody that has worked for the 
Government in any shape or form 
seems to do extraordinarily well at 
retirement, with pay-offs and 
pensions that those in the private 
sector can only dream about. 

One could argue that because of 
these very high costs to the Treas¬ 
ury, those in private industry have to 
suffer a low government state 
pension rate as their only income. 

I realise many public employees 
pay into a pension scheme, (which is 
pretty cast iron, unlike the variances 
and conflicting pay-outs of private 
pension schemes), but that in no way 
reflects the very generous pensions 
that are paid out. 

Terry Hudson, Whitstable 

Major parties set 
a terrible example 

THE last Labour government got us 
£1 trillion in debt, plus spending 
billions of pounds more on private 
finance initiatives (PFI). 

They overloaded our country with 
millions of immigrants; they invaded 
Iraq, leaving it a mess and a continu¬ 
ing threat, as well as stirring up 
other areas of the world. 

Their ‘legacy’ left this country 
weakened, divided and broke. 

The Tories have continued to take 
the debt up to £1.3tn and continued 
to stir up the Middle East. 

They made false promises to get 
elected, are still allowing 220,000- 
plus immigrants a year to cause a 
housing crisis, brought in a ‘bed¬ 
room tax’ with no thought for 
people’s circumstances, or the fact 
that there is no other housing for 
them to go to. 

The three main parties have been 
involved in numerous scandals, with 
expenses, sexual shenanigans, fraud, 
corruption, bribery, insulting 
minorities, etc and then people like 
H Smith [KoS letters, 24.08] have the 
audacity to ask whether Ukip is a 
credible force in politics! 

How ever could they be any worse? 

The other parties have taken this 
country to a place we no longer 
recognise. 

Phil Granger, West Mailing 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline ’Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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images of kent 



Wood carving 
in Canterbury 

by Christina Giles 
from Canterbury 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 





£ 8,995 ' 

. CASH PRICE 

with the whole of 20 
site fees paid 

Why wait until the 
summer 

when it’s 
_ cheaper now 




t Miles Of Beautiful Sandy Beaches. 
...It’s Probably The Best Park In East 
Sussex 

Prices to own your own holiday home 
from as little as £1,200 deposit & 
£188 per month or £9,995 for a 
3 bedroom, 8 berth! 

Finance is also guaranteed (subject 
to status and deposit), holiday 
homes are all inclusive of site fees, 
connections and safety checks, 
all ready to move in... 

Why not come and have a visit for 
yourself? Make a day of it, have a 
bite to eat, enjoy the stunning beach 
or g o swimming with the kids! 


Camber Sands Holiday 
Park, Park Resorts 

Ever Thought Of 
Owning A Caravan 
To Use Whenever 
You Wanted? 

Or Just A Quiet 
Break To Get 
Away? 

e mail 

Malcolm.Foran@park-resorts.com 
for your VIP Pass or 
to find out more 

www. pa rk- reso rts. com 
Camber Sands Holiday Park, 
New Lydd Road, Camber, 
Near Rye, East Sussex 
TN31 7RT 
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mydate24 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


To Reply to members from 
your mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million users waiting to meet .. visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


PETITE slim blonde 39yrs, pretty 
big blue eyes, looking for similar 
easygoing older male to put a 
spark back into my life, enjoy 
nights in/out and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412327|) 

CHRISTINA, curvy beauty, 
27yrs, own home, very very 
adventurous seeks no strings 
fun and frolics. Can 
accommodate and will answer 
all calls. Tel No: 0905 002 1957 
Box No: 410127 
WIDOW 70, lonely, seeking 
gent, 70-75 to bring a bit of 
sparkle back in life, likes theatre, 
cinema. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412475(1 
JAMES, 45yrs, solvent caring 
gent, recently divorced seeks 
genuine lady to wine and dine. 
Single mums welcome. Box 
4459441 Text only g 
KATIE 26yr old pretty slim blue 
eyed blonde looking for evening 
entertainment with open-minded 
discreet guy, any age. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4123191) 

GILLY, voluptuous well groomed 
lady, seeks man to massage and 
pamper. Married exciting men 
please apply. Tel No: 0905 002 
1933 Box No: 412933 
FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 4138091) 

MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1961 Box No: 405297 
68YR old widow, seeking 
company of a male, 68-75 for 
friendship, likes cinema, theatre, 
nights in, meals out, seaside 
walks. Wants someone to help 
me love again. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413689 | 

LINDY, 43yrs young, married 
with husband away. Seeks dis¬ 
creet gent any age/area for no 
strings. Box 4459439 Text only 

i 

BBW 51, caring, solvent, seeks 
male of similar age for fun times 
and socialising. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 413621 
ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings with 
male any age or location. Tel 
No: 0905 002 1956 Box No: 
366019 

FEMALE 38, attractive, African, 
single mum, seeks male, 35-50 
for nights out, socialising, 
friendship and fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412793 
JENNI, sensual lady, 23yrs 
seeks mature experienced man 
for no strings, daytime fun. Box 
4459440 Text only g 


MARY 5ft 6in size 12 blonde, 
nice personality, good 
conversationalist, interesting, 
lots of interests WLTM 
likeminded caring, happy male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412169| 

FELICITY professional female, 
32yrs, blonde, curvy, fun. Travels 
a lot and wltm chap for 
occasional fun on my travels. 
Text only Box: 44594381 
ANN, young looking 40yrs seeks 
broadminded man of any 
age/location for no strings 
discreet times, games and more. 
ACA. Tel No: 0905 002 1937 
Box No: 412369 
SUSIE discreet married lady, 
young 36yrs seeks 
uncomplicated times with man 
any age or area, all texts 
answered. Text only Box: 
4459437g 

JANE 29yr old horsey female, 
loves the outdoors, cycling, as 
well as duvet days, WLTM not 
too serious male for a hopefully 
normal relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412315 I 


LINDA 37, green eyes, attractive, 
bubbly size 12, enjoys cosy nights 
in, text chats, seeking tallish fun 
guy for meals out, pubs, clubs and 
spending quality times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411033 g 
64YR old lady, seeking male for 
friendship, companionship, outings 
and interesting conversation. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411975 


CATHY very much a lady seeks 
gent up to 62yrs who would 
appreciate an independent 
professional sassy female who 
loves to be wined, dined and 
romanced. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410301 g 
SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, likes 
music, nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4067791) 


SOPHIE 27yr old nursing assistant 41YR 
with no ties looking for discreet 
adult fun times with tall attractive 
guy 35-42yrs. GSOH essential. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410717 g 


CAROLINE 39yr old pretty blonde 
looking for handsome caring man 
to put the sparkle back into my life 
and make each other feel special. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411891 g 
33YR old sick of being single 
working mum, OHAC, likes the 
simple things in life, looking for 
romantic, honest guy with GSOH 
for cosy nights in and fun nights 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411887 g 

CINDY 31 attractive, size 12 brown 
eyed blonde, new to this but sick of 
passing up potential soul mate so 
thought I wld give it a go. ACA Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411873 | 

RITA divorced care worker with no 
ties, 5ft 1 ins, dark hair, enjoys 
meals out, cosy nights in, seeking 
male 45-55 with GSOH and similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4117751 
JANET 5ft 8ins, slim 12, pretty, / 
green eyes, brown hair, seeking 
male companion for friendship 


JEWISH widow, 67, loves animals, 

seeks genuine, Jewish gent, 68-73 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410547 
CAROLINE blonde curvy very 
active lady who loves to socialise, 
countryside, seeking similar caring 
male for LTR and to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409413|| 

RACHEL 39, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 
6ins, bubbly, outgoing, naughty, 
busty, divorced, seeks male for 
discreet fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410835 | 

SUE optimistic divorced lady with 
OHAC, good job, enjoys meals out, 
cinema, countryside, pub lunches, 
looking for likeminded outgoing 
happy male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410467g 


34YR single mum of 1 who loves 
nights out having a good time 
seeks similar sociable fun guy to 
enjoy relaxed but extremely fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410709 g 
BLONDE pretty, long legged, 
voluptuous, blue eyes, seeks male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410585g 

WOULD you like to bounce into 
spring with me and onwards? 
Widow late 60's, enjoy most things 
in life, looking for someone to enjoy 
them with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4113951) 

LADY 60, size 12, easy going, likes 
animals, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411301 
MARIE 37yrs slim attractive caring, 
likes meals in/out, cinema, tennis, 
keeping fit/ active, WLTM fun 
loving, reliable man for friendship 
leading to more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4110371) 


Men Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


PLACE YOUR AD BY TEXT 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411689g 

r SIMPLY TEXT: REG 

followed by your 
FIRST NAME, 
80098 DATE of BIRTH, 
«.nd AREA and 

LYN 34yrs, pretty petite dark haired 
female, loves music, meals out, 
quiet drinks out, seeking caring 
male with GSOH who can make 
me feel special again. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410137 g 

YOUR ADVERT 
(max 1 55 characters) 
and SEND to 80098 

MELANIE tall curvy attractive 
bubbly female who loves meals out, 
cosy nights in with a nice wine, 
walking, seeks professional male 

FREE (Standard Network rates apply) 

1 with outgoing GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411509 g 


SLIM petite, attractive brunette, 
56, British/Russian origin, 
excellent cook/home maker, 
seeks cultured male for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412129 g 
CATHY happy independent 
female looking for her soul mate, 
someone to spend quality time 
but who also likes their own 
space. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409909 g 
CLARE 36yrs successful single 
mum, independent, employed 
with OHAC, size 10, green eyes, 
pretty, likes swimming, family life, 
seeking male with similar values 
and interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412053 g 
SHARON 32yrs and still soul 
searching for Mr Right, I enjoy 
keeping in shape, caring for 
people, seeking loving respectful 
guy who also knows a good 
time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412049 g 


FREYA 33 6ft blonde, loves 
dancing and have a good time, 
employed, own home, one son, 
seeking similar laidback guy/dad 
for dates, chats and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412045 g 
MARILYN really nice curvy tactile 
female, loves romantic walks, cosy 
nights in, quality times, looking for 
nice male to spend time and fall in 
love with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411871 g 
JAN 5ft 6ins, dark hair/eyes, nice 
smile, likes music, travel, 
countryside, animals, employed, 
OHAC, looking for companionship 
with similar lonely heart. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411865 | 
SARAH 25 petite slim attractive 
blonde student, enjoys keeping fit, 
looking good, socialising, going 
out, being a mum WLTM similar fun 
genuine guy. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411537 g 


RETIRED male, seeks attractive 
female for friendship and fun, any 
age/status/colour. East Kent, can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 4131331) 

AMIABLE intelligent male, 77, light 
smoker, seeks slim lady for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413127 g 
MATURE male, looking for discreet 
meetings with female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 413039g 
FRANK 54, 5ft 10ins, blue eyes, 
blond hair, smoker, seeking 
friendship with mature female, 40- 
60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412893|| 

COMPANY Director, mature, late 
50's, seeking female, any age for 
mutually rewarding friendship, 
Kent/Surrey area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412819 
PAUL 56, 6ft, med build, I'm shy 
and really small seeks assertive 
genuine lady, age unimportant. 
Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4448741 

RONALD 69, would like to meet 
lady to join him in dancing or 
learning to dance, he is slim 5ft 9, 
gsoh, ns, Ramsgate area. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4171950 


KEEN cyclist 58, non-competitive, 
seeks similar female for sea wall, 
countryside ride, walking etc for 
fun, laughs and whatever. Tel No: 
JULIE attractive outgoing female 0906 515 7112 Box No: 413337 g 


old 
male, 

dark hair, 5ft 
11 ins, easy 
going, likes music, 
guitar, seeking 
female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410411 | 
WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice conversation 
in the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411133 
PAUL own business, looking for 
daytime fun with lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4111271) 

DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes 
gardening, music, meals out, 
holidays, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 
DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410899 
MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410755 
BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 | 

DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking 
black lady for possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410511 g 
BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377g 
DAVE 50, seeks female of similar 
age for meals out, holidays etc. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408415 

BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for 
elevating the bar. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412223 
45YR old male, likes poetry, 
seeks companion for relationship. 
Herne Bay area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411993 g 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatever. 
NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 4117251) 

MALE 5ft 11 ins, good-looking, 
athletic build, looking for discreet 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411477 
DEREK seeking female, 50-60 
for company, friendship and have 
fun together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411433 
MALE 49, attractive, fit, 
spontaneous, good company, no 
ties, seeking likeminded lady for 
SINGLE young lady, slim-medium the road ahead, nights in and out. 
build, 24-38 sought by mature male Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


6ft, 

clean 



blue eyes, 
smart, 
likes 
sports, 

walks, films, 

theatre, music, animals, 
GSOH, seeks female, 40-55 
for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410351 
RETIRED male, fit, active, seeks 
no strings discreet meet with 
female, any age and size. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

4103431) 



JAMES young, free and single, 
please give me a call if interested. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412345| 

EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks 
adventurous lady, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412263g 
MALE 49, 5ft lOins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in the 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412235 
EARLY 50's single male, smoker, 
seeking likeminded female for 
company and to share life. Must 
have GSOH, like animals, walks, 
home made food and nights in. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410441 | 

IAN 5ft 11 ins, likes rock/roll, 
singing, making people laugh, 
seeking someone special. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 412799 g 

WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, 
generous, seeking broadminded 
lady for fun times. Any age/status. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412749(1 

BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412717 g 

MALE seeking friendship of mature 
woman, smoker. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412703 
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PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, OHAC, seeks 
warm, sincere female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409961 g 

MALE seeking female to love 
and be loved back. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 408941 
CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim-medium 
build female, 24-42 for LTR. 
Single mum welcome. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

405697 g 

ADVENTUROUS male, mid 50's, 
seeks similar lady for fun and 
mutually enjoyable discreet 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410339 g 
CHRIS widower likes DIY 
gardening, nights out, rock and 
roll, N/S, looking for LTR with 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410191 g 
ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025g 


PROFESSIONAL 

male, early 40's, fun 
loving, independent, 

OHAC, seeks warm, 
sincere, fun loving female for 
LTR. Animals/children welcome. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409745 g 

CHRIS 52, slim, looking for female, 
25-38, slim, 5ft 2ins plus for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408575 g 

DAVE 50, likes holidays, meals 
out, socialising, easy going, seeks 
female 40 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408541 
RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Medway area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408343 
RETIRED male, 66, 6ft 2ins, easy 
going, GSOH, loyal, loves pets, 
meals out, life, seeks lady for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
407317(3 

MALE 67, professional, fit, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, reliable, 
tactile, likes most things, seeks 
slim lady, let’s go! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407855 
TALL black male, 45, likes meals 
out, good company, romantic, 
GSOH, light hearted, seeks easy¬ 
going female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 409621 g 
RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Dover. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:409533 g 

MALE seeking attractive female for 
discreet fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409189 g 
FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and 
fascinating future for LTR. Find 
your jar half full. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405857 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

r\Y amoil i io oi ik ro 1 lU - 

. '.'nr . ,,| T y Ht i intu enqineer t>/\ nxes meais rimr Mr.- flrvrnnTR - uivunctu male, seexs urientai 

someone special to make mv life 0ut ’ n ' 9hts in ’ holidays ’ seekin 9 . a , ' .. - 7-^7 - 7 — RAY 63 ’ 5ft 10ins > slim ’ semi ' lad V- likes animals > music, wil1 _ FOflOW US 

“ p ' WtThJp slim lady, 60-65, young at heart to MALE 48, looking for fun loving retiredi seeking no strings take care of you forever. Thanet 

xoi£«.non?««Tii 9 wine/dine, friendship and more. Tel female to enjoy outdoor activities, discreet meets for adult fun. Tel area, willing to travel. Tel No: 

! n ^ BOXNO ' no; 0906 515 7112 Box No: nights in and meals out. Tel No: No . 0906 515 7112 Box No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: \i 

4115130 413161 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 392212 g 47 ^ 47 ^ 409963 g “ 

or email us di suppuri^jnieuiauix.uu.uiv 



CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for 
each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meet¬ 
ings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you con¬ 
sent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. 
We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 31/08/14 
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»If you have a business story, call us on 01233 653476 or email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. For more business visit businessforkent.co.uk 
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'Garden city' proposals 
bid for economics prize 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


AMBITIOUS plans for a new garden 
city in Medway, capable of housing 
up to 48,000 people, have been sub¬ 
mitted. 

The plans have been drawn up by 
housing charity Shelter, which is one 
of five finalists hoping to secure the 
2014 Wolfson Economics Prize - and 
with it a £250,000 cash pot. 

The competition asked entrants to 
draw up a plan for how they would 
deliver a new garden city which is vi¬ 
sionary, economically viable and 
popular. 

A shortlist was confirmed earlier 
this year, with Shelter joined by de¬ 
velopers and town planners. 

Prepared in collaboration with 
PRP Architects, with advice from 
KPMG LLP, Laing O’Rourke Pic and 
Legal & General, Shelter’s entry sets 
out its vision for Stoke Harbour, a 
new garden city on the Hoo Peninsu¬ 
la. 

Polling carried out for the submis¬ 
sion showed that in Medway, almost 
70 per cent of people think that young 



GROWTH: Garden city plans 

people will never be able to buy a 
home. 

Shelter says its entry proves that 
politicians can put new measures in 
place over the next parliament to 
build more homes and stabilise Eng¬ 
land’s rollercoaster housing market. 

While their proposal is theoretical, 
it is intended to show that it is possible 
to build a garden city that will benefit 


people living in the area as well as the 
country as a whole. 

As part of the submission process, 
Shelter consulted people living in 
Medway and found that 61 per cent of 
people would support a garden city in 
their area if it resulted in improved 
services. 

Stoke Harbour would house between 
35,000 and 48,000 people, and would 
have the capacity for an additional 1,000 
houses each year to allow it to grow. 

Campbell Robb, Shelter’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive, said: “Creating new garden 
cities is an essential step towards 
building the homes we need. Our 
model proves that, with the right in¬ 
novation, it is absolutely possible to 
build a garden city that is popular 
with local people, and provides the af¬ 
fordable homes, jobs and infrastruc¬ 
ture that they are crying out for.” 

The winner will be announced on 
Wednesday. 

Kent is no stranger to the garden 
city concept. It was announced in 
March that a garden city was planned 
for land near Ebbsfleet, which would 
provide some 15,000 new homes. 

A consultation process into that 
proposal is currently under way. 


Interviews set 
for director job 

INTERVIEWS get under way 
next month for the role of 
community director on 
Dover Harbour Board, after it 
was confirmed that 27 'high 
quality’ applications for the 
role had been received. 

Short-listed candidates will 
be invited on September 18 
and 19 to be interviewed by 
a panel which includes MP 
Charlie Elphicke and the 
leader of Dover District 
Council, Paul Watkins. 

The creation of the role 
was announced back in May. 


Former hotel 
building for sale 

A FORMER staff accommoda¬ 
tion block for the Spa Hotel in 
Tunbridge Wells goes under 
the auctioneer’s hammer next 
month. 

Manor Yorke, on Langton 
Road, is in need of moderni- 
saton but is likely to attract 
business interest. 

It forms part of a sale by 
auctioneer Clive Emson at the 
conference centre at the Kent 
County Showground in 
Detling on September 23. 



Work set to give a 
good impression of 
business quarter 

PERMISSION has been granted for work to begin on the 
first phase of the redevelopment of the commercial quarter 
in Ashford - seen as an important step in reinvigorating 
the town’s economic prosperity. 

The public realm works will take place in a mixed-use 
development on the doorstep of the domestic and interna¬ 
tional railway stations - the area in and around Interna¬ 
tional House. 

Ashford council chiefs hope the quarter will stimulate 
major investment opportunities, creating many jobs and 
boasting 590,000 square feet of office space and 150 
homes. 

The council is working together with the Homes and 
Communities Agency (HCA) and design practice BDP to 
develop plans to improve the environment around Inter¬ 
national House, which the council bought earlier this 
year, securing an additional revenue stream. 

The HCA funding for the public realm works amounts to 
£1.45m. 

A key aspect is to ensure a good first impression is given 
of the town. 

Gerry Clarkson, leader of Ashford Borough Council, 
said: “The commercial quarter is one of our key priority 
projects and will be important in ensuring the balanced 
growth of our town centre. 

“Its significance has already been acknowledged by cen¬ 
tral government and although outline permission for the 
public realm works had been granted, the approval of the 
detailed plans means the first phase of the development 
can begin to be delivered.” 

Naisha Polaine, head of area at the HCA, said: “We look 
forward to developing these exciting proposals that will 
assist in the transformation of the area.” 

Work is expected to begin in spring 2015. 



AT STAGECOACH CANTERBURY 


The original, largest and still the best network of 
perfornting "arts st hoolE In the world 

Nurturing and developing young peoples * 
potential through dantee. drama and singing 






Enrol now online at stagecoach.co.uk/ 
canterbury or call ^ ^ 

01732 824758 or 07944736610 W 

-t * d * 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 

for bookings and information 




Holidays offered by GN Holidays & Voyages, 3 Station Approach, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL; ABTA NoY0291-ATOL9362 • Email: info@gnvoyages.co.uk* www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays. Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


Princess l iver Cruises by Pail cr Air 


Ik in St Pancras from Gatwick er 
cr Ebbsfleet Heathrow 


SALEfl-Tj] 

Save up to.. 

and just £50pp deposit when you 
book a Princess Christmas time 
river cruise by rail by 30 Sept, 2014 

Free Drinks 
Over 40s Only 
f Entertainment 





"Just wanted to say thank you for 
another great Christmas market 
trip." 

Mr & Mrs Kennedy, London 


"We thoroughly enjoyed our 
holiday and the trip was over much 
too soon." 

Mrs Church, Lowestoft 


"The break was excellent. The 
boat and crew fantastic. A1 
service - would like to do it again." 
Mrs Sharp, Hayes 



GN Vcyases is exclusively chartering the mps 
Princess again to bring you a great selection of river 
cruises. She will deliver us to a host of must-see 
destinations with good food, great hospitality and 
plenty of fun along the way served up by the crew 
and our team on board. 

Accommodating just 100 guests in comfort and 
style, there is a cosy lounge-bar, and a modern 
restaurant with buffet and table service - both have 
panoramic views. Dinner is a real highlight with 4 
courses served at your table each night. At the 
Captain's Dinner enjoy 5 courses. 

Three cabin grades are available - main deck rear, 
main deck, and promenade deck - all are outside 
with window, two single beds, private facilities, TV, 
telephone and heating. All the decks - main, 
promenade and sundeck are accessible by stairs or 
stairlift. The large sundeck has chairs for all guests 
and a large canopy. 

Semi-All-Inclusive 

Almost everything on board is included: beer, wine 
by the glass, choice of 2 Dutch spirits and soft drinks 
served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to 
midnight at the bar. PLUS: buffet breakfast and 
lunch; morning and afternoon tea/coffee and cakes; 
dinner served at your table and late night snacks. 
Travel tc the Princess 
Travel is by morning Eurostar from St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet to Brussels, journey time is around 2 
hours. For the Rhine cruise we continue from 
Brussels by train to Cologne. Alternatively, flights are 
possible from Heathrow or Gatwick to Cologne 
(Rhine) or Heathrow to Brussels (Christmas time) - 
supplement may apply. We then take you to the 
Princess by coach or taxi. The journey home is just 
as easy. 


#■**■*- £ 
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All cruises include 

• Return Eurostar rail travel 
from London St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet, or return flights 
(see above) 

• Semi-all-inclusive cruise on 
the mps Princess 

• Main Deck rear, outside, twin 
bed cabin with private 
facilities (grade MR2). No 
single cabins available 

• Entertainment 

• Embarkation & departure 
transfers 


Rhine in Flames River Cruise 

5 days semi-all-inclusive 2 October, 2014 

This fun-packed cruise visits historic riverside towns including 
Andernach, Rudesheim, Koblenz and Boppard, where you'll see 
the Rhine in Flames festival. Originally held to celebrate the grape 
harvest, this spectacular pyrotechnics show features an illuminated 
flotilla of riverboats and curtains of fire, bathing the scene in a 
magical glow. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel from London St 
Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Cologne or flights with luggage from Gatwick - 
supp't may apply • 4-night semi all inclusive cruise sharing a twin bed 
rear outside cabin with private facilities &TV - upgrades available 
• Entertainment • Embarkation & departure transfers 
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The Rhine in Flames festival 



Belgium, Holland &Valkenburg Christmas Party 

4 days semi-all-inclusive 21 November, 2014 

Join us for a relaxing river cruise taking-in: Valkenburg, with its 
unique Christmas Market Caves; Hasselt, a charming Belgian town 
with a festive Winterland; Maastricht, home of world famous 
musician Andre Rieu; and Brussels, the Belgian capital. There's also 
an optional visit to Aachen Christmas Market in Germany. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • Return rail travel from 
London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Brussels or return flights from a 
choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 3-night semi all inclusive 
cruise sharing a twin bed, rear cabin on main deck - upgrades 
available • Entertainment • Embarkation and departure transfers 

Bruges & Valkenburg Christmas Markets , 
Plus Ghent, Brussels & Hasselt 

5 days semi-all-inclusive 24 November, 2014 

Join us for a super river cruise taking-in: Valkenburg with its unique 
Christmas Caves; beautiful Bruges' with its festive markets; Hasselt, 
a charming Belgian town with a festive Winterland; lovely Ghent; 
and Brussels, the Belgian capital. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • Return rail travel from St 
Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Brussels or return flights with luggage from a 
choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 4-night semi all inclusive 
cruise sharing a twin bed, rear cabin on main deck - upgrades 
available • Entertainment • Embarkation and departure transfers 



Improved ^^Quote PCll-4-KOS^ 

ITINERARY ^- 





valkenburg Christmas Market Caves 


Christmas Markets Spectacular - Bruges, Brussels & L ille 

4 days semi-all-inclusive 28 November & 1 December, 2014 ^|l3SSp^EE3i|^ 


New Improved itinerary 


Join us for a fun-packed river cruise taking-in three great Christmas 
Markets. Lille, Northern France, with a giant Christmas tree, ferris 
wheel and dozens of stalls. Bruges festive markets, just a short stroll 
from the ship's mooring. In the Belgian capital, Brussels, explore the 
Christmas Market and shops galore. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • Return rail travel from St 
Pancras or Ebbsfleet to Brussels or return flights from a choice of UK 
airports - supp't may apply • 3-night semi all inclusive cruise sharing 
a twin bed, rear cabin on main deck - upgrades available 
• Entertainment • Embarkation and departure transfers 


FROM £379pp 

SALE FROM £349pp 
^uotePC11-5/PC12-1-KOSV 
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Festive Bruges 
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Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV 


Price: £28,249 (after Gov grant) 


Driving appeal: 
Image: 


★★★ 


★★★★ 


★★★★ 


★★★★ 


Running costs 
Reliabilty: 


★★★★★ 


★★★★★ 


How green? 


★★★★★ 


Best rival: 


Volvo XC70 


» Read more of Steve s 


motoring reviews in... 


Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24xo.uk 

Poweredby ff^QTORS 


Other view.. 


the Petrolhead 

It's like meeting an old 
friend after many years 
and finding he's gone all 
sensible -1 miss Mitsi's 
Evo road-going rally car 
series. 


She says 

I admire what this PHEV 
aims to achieve, but I 
wish the donor car was 
more elegant and less 
bulky than the Outlander. 


the Eco-warnor 

Well done Mitsubishi. 
There is clever tech in 
this car and it's one in 
the eye for bigger 

players paying 
lip service to eco 
matters. 


PHEV-NOMENON : Mitsubishi’s Outlander Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle (PHEV), above, and its ASX crossover, L200 pick-up and supermini Mirage 

PHEV phenomenon 
drives 'Mitsi' revival 


F OR years, Mitsubishi’s UK 
sales relied on the vener¬ 
able Shogun off-roader 
and its ‘Tonka Toy’ L200 
pick-up - popular with 
private buyers as well as builders and 
farmers. 

But a brand expansion is under 
way, with a big leap this year after 
the launch of the Outlander Plug-in 
Hybrid Electric Vehicle (PHEV). 

So far in 2014, Mitsubishi 
registrations are more than 30 per 
cent up, but the PHEV phenomenon 
helped drive a surge of nearly 200 per 
cent last month against July last year. 

Admittedly, this was from a low 
base- a legacy of the Shogun/L200 
dependency mentioned above - and 
the Japanese marque still has less 
than half a per cent UK market 
share, though the signs are good. 

The PHEV is something of a 
gamechanger; I’ve always said the 
hybrid format works better on bigger 
cars where the extra weight and bulk 
of two powertrains and a battery 
pack is more easily absorbed within 
the overall vehicle. 

So, hidden beneath the chunky 
exterior of this third generation 
version of Mitsi’s Outlander SUV is no 
less than 300bhp, comprising a 
120bhp 2.0-litre petrol engine and 
two 80bhp electric motors, each 
driving a separate axle to enable the 
PHEV to offer 4x4 if necessary. 

But don’t get the idea that all this 
combines to endow the PHEV with 


Japanese marque is trashing its typecast 
image as a 4x4 and pick-ups specialist 
and becoming more mould-breaking and 
technology-led, writes Steve Loader 


phenomenal performance; the petrol 
unit is mainly used to charge the 
batteries en route to keep the car 
rolling in electric vehicle (EV) mode 
after the plug-in charge has run out. 

This avoids the range anxiety of a 
full electric car, while fuel costs are 
virtually zero if you keep the car 
topped up with electricity. 

The PHEV is also road tax 
exempt due to low emissions, while 
the entry price of just £28,249, 
after the £5,000 Government plug-in 
car grant, is the same as the 
Outlander diesel equivalent, making 
it a bargain - particularly for 
tax-conscious company car 
choosers. You start to see why 
Mitsubishi is on a bit of a roll. 

The PHEV success is also training 
the spotlight on other Mitsubishi 
offerings - apart from the L200, 
which kick-started the demand for 
pick-ups in the UK. 

The standard 147bhp 2.2-litre 
diesel and 4x4 Outlander is, of 
course, popular and good value (from 
£23,799) while another major star of 
the range is the ASX crossover. 


This is a smart looking five-seat, 
five-door rival to the Nissan Oashqai 
and aggressively priced from £14,999. 

It is available in front-wheel drive 
only with a 115bhp 1.6-litre petrol 
engine, as a front-wheel drive or 4x4 
with a 114bhp 1.8-litre diesel, or in 
4x4 only format with a llObhp 2.2 
diesel plus auto ‘box. 

Mitsubishi also has two small car 
offerings, the biggest seller of these 
being the Mirage supermini - good 
value from £8,999. 

It’s a budget five-door model and 
while it’s not the most elegant, it is a 
slippery customer able to eke out fuel 
and keep emissions low. 

Both the 70bhp 1.0-litre and 79bhp 
1.2-litre three-cylinder petrol engines 
are exempt from road tax - the latter 
also being available with an auto ‘box 
- and capable of nearly 70mpg on the 
official combined cycle. 

But where the Mirage is an 
exercise in keeping it simple, Mitsi’s 
other small car, the all-electric MiEV 
five-door city car (£23,499 with 
Government grant) is a technological 
tour de force and city slicker. 
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renault.co.uk 


INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 

RENAULT TRAFIC 

AT MOTORLINE RENAULT 



ALL-NEW RENAULT TRAFIC BUSINESS SL27 ENERGY dCi 120 


FROM £199 PER MONTH* 


47.9 MPG COMBINED” 

5.2m 3 LOAD VOLUME 
CLASS-LEADING LOAD LENGTH 
DAB RADIO 
4 YEARS WARRANTY t 
4 YEARS ROADSIDE COVER* 



RENAULT 

BUSINESS 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
TEL 0844 822 7112 

www.motorline.co.uk 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 
CANTERBURY CT1 1YY 
TEL 0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 
TEL 0844 822 7094 



BUSINESS USERS ONLY. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Ltd, Egale House, PO. Box 149, WD171FJ. Subject to status Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be 18 or over and a UK resident (excluding Isle of Man and 
Channel Islands). Contract Hire rates are based on 10,000 miles per annum and 36 months (3+35 rental). At the end of the contract you will not own the vehicle. Further charges may apply subject to mileage and condition at end of contract. 
Terms and conditions apply. 

*Contract hire rates exclude VAT and include delivery costs. Prices valid subject to no change in manufacturer’s prices, residual values or interest rates. Non-maintenance offers available on new vans when ordered and registered by 30 
September 2014. Terms and conditions apply visit www.renault.co.uk/vans for details. 

tWarranty applies to new vehicles up to a period of 4 years or 100,000 miles, whichever comes first (first 2 years unlimited mileage). Renault Assistance Roadside Cover is provided by our approved roadside assistance partners. Cover from 
months 0 to 36 (3+35) includes assistance at the roadside and home, national recovery, onward travel and European cover. Cover from months 37 to 48 includes Roadside and Homestart (including a local tow to an authorised Renault dealer). 
**EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary according to driving style, road conditions and other factors. 
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PRACTICAL MOTORING: Renault’s Scenic XMOD offers good handling and cabin refinement with a remarkable set of add-ons all for a resonable price 


Scenic route can be cross-coun 


Third time around, Renault manages to 
marry MPV style with some decent 
SUV ability - and at keen prices - for 
the popular Scenic, writes Steve Loader 



Y OU almost sensed the 
frustration at Renault 
when it rolled out the 
new Scenic XMOD last 
year. 

It was the French marque’s 
third attempt since 2000 to marry 
SUV and crossover appeal with its 
original compact MPV. 

Act I in the Scenic crossover 
drama was the RX4 in 2000, with 
a proper 4x4 system courtesy of 
Austrian specialist Steyr Daimler 
Puch, but it was discontinued when 
Renault introduced the Mark II 
Scenic in 2003. 

Act II was the Scenic Conquest 
(2007-9), but this hardly lived up to 
the name, being simply a front-wheel 
drive pseudo off-road cosmetic 
exercise. 

Act III is the XMOD, a stylish yet 
sensible compromise between its two 
predecessors: it’s front-wheel drive, 
but equipped with Renault’s Grip 
Xtend traction control system, plus 
mud and snow tyres. 

A simple rotary selector allows 
the driver to choose three modes: the 
default setting ‘Road’, plus ‘Loose 
Ground’ or ‘Expert’ if things get 
trickier. 

This is not intended to be for 
off-road yomping - even the XMOD’s 
slightly higher ground clearance 
won’t help much there anyway - but 
Grip Xtend should get you along a 
soggy track or into work safely when 
it’s snowy or icy. 

Like another 2013 arrival, the 
Peugeot 2008 crossover and its front 
wheel Grip Control, it’s a decent 
halfway house now that 4x4 seems 
like an expensive affectation - dear 
to buy and run, with its so-called go 
anywhere ability rarely needed in 
the real world. 

The XMOD also looks more 
exciting than any MPV has a right 
to; sporting the smart front end and 
LED running lights of the revised 
Scenic line-up, it also has trendy 


off-road add-ons: special front and 
rear bumpers, sill guards and 
chrome-finish roof bars. 

The interior is well-equipped, 
most notably with a seven-inch 
touchscreen multimedia system. 

The flagship Dynamique Tom Tom 
sat nav variant tested here also gets 
a GTI-style flat-bottomed steering 
wheel, aluminium-capped pedals 
and gear lever knob, and other 
interior upgrades. 

As ever, Scenic practicality comes 
as standard too, with the XMOD’s 
boot capacity being up to 555 litres 
with rear seats slid fully forward, 
rising to a whopping 1,870 with them 
removed completely, making its load 
capacity one of the biggest in class. 

Renault claims a further 86 litres 


of additional stowage space spread 
around the cabin, including two 
cubby holes beneath the rear floor - 
ideal for stowing valuables out of 
sight. All three rear chairs can be 
slid, tilted, folded or removed 
individually. 

However, the XMOD chassis can 
be a bit fidgety if pushed, being a 
compromise between old-style 
French armchair comfort and a 
tautly sprung upright Teutonic 
cornering stance. 

Realistically though, nobody buys 
an MPV to go hurtling around in, so 
the people carrier virtues of space 
and a higher driving position are 
your key priorities, with the XMOD’s 
grippier tyres delivering a handling 
bonus. 


Renault Scenic 


Dynamique TomTom 
Energy 1.5dCi 110 


Price: 

£21,295 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Road tax: £20/year(0 year one) 

Best rival: 

Peugeot 3008 

Kent dealers 

Motorline 

Ashford 

0845 129 4488 

Canterbury 

0845 129 4483 

Maidstone 

0845 129 2944 


With light and easy steering and 
controls, the XMOD is a relatively large 
car that’s easy to pilot around too. 

Cabin refinement is also excellent, 
with the test car’s llObhp 1.5-litre 
diesel delivering a good balance of 
power and economy - 68.9mpg is the 
official combined figure - with low 
C02 emissions (1 lOg/km). 

What’s most astonishing though 
is how the XMOD and all its add-ons 
actually costs less than a rather 
more staid looking standard Scenic 
- prices start at £18,165, against 
£19,360 for the normal five-seater 
and £20,585 for the seven-seat 
Grand Scenic. 

I would certainly struggle with the 
logic of that as I selected Expert on 
the standard-fit Grip Xtend, while 
taking my new XMOD out to face the 
winter’s first icy roads. 


Motoring news 



New Fabia coming 

SKODA has previewed the next 
generation Fabia supermini ahead of 
its public debut at the Paris Motor 
Show in October and going on sale 
early next year. 

Its lower and wider stance chimes 
with current Skoda practice shown 
by the Rapid and Octavia, though the 
Czech brand insists the newcomer 
will be as practical as before and 
have a bigger boot, thanks to a 
wider body and longer wheelbase. 



Lexus' NX style? 

ORDER books are open, with 
deliveries from October, for the 
all-new petrol-electric hybrid 
Lexus NX (from £29,495) compact 
crossover, aimed at rivals like the 
BMW X3, Audi 05 and even Range 
Rover’s alluring Evoque. 

It’s also a pivotal model for Lexus 
design: the car has unique and 
aggressive new lines cued by the 
gaping maw of a grille and big 
rear quarters, and could indicate a 
new direction for Toyota’s premium 
brand. 



ST to toughen up 

FOUR-WHEEL drive and raised 
ground clearance signal a tougher 
stance in the SEAT Leon range as 
well as the Spanish marque itself, 
perhaps fancying a tilt at sister brand 
Audi’s Allroad all-wheel drive 
estates. 

Both features - plus sill and wheel 
arch protection mouldings - are 
found on the beefed up Leon 
X-Perience (from £24,385) based on 
the Leon ST estate and now available 
to order, with deliveries starting in 
December. 
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Passport 

Personal 

Lease' 


2008 ACf 

£169 

per month 


contribution 
from Peugeot 



NEW PEUGEOT 


STILL AFFORDABLE 


Pass pan 
Parse not 
Lease' 


£149 

per month 


Includes £500 
contribution 
Iro-m Peugeot 


PEUGEOT 2003 ACTIVE & 203 ACTIVE 

Whether you fjo fiar the ruggedly handsome Peugeot 2008 Active or the stij.LrsJn Peugeot 203 Acti^ they both com^ 
with digital ixkIjo, multifunction colour touch-scu^eri & Bluetooth* with our Poi^port Personal Lease Which one 
wuld you cbog*e> for o test drive, usOCUU 

MOTION & EMOTION 



THE GRAND GARAGE 

HI Harold Road, MARGATE, CT9 2HT 

01343 227933 www.grandgarage.co.uk 


&u«li>gf 

OCH i> i h>4 

dealer 

2013 
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Shockingly affordable 

Dacia Duster range uuith 3 years 

0% APR representative** 

From £9495* to £15,495* 

You do the maths 


Duster shoiim is a Laureate dCi 110 4x2 from £13,495, 
uuith optional metallic paint at £495. 


Book a test drive 


DACIA _ 

MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 
CANTERBURY CT11YY 
0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 
0844 822 7094 


WWW.MOTORLINE.CO.UK/DACIA 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Dacia Duster range are: Urban 27.2 (10.4)-49.6 (5.7); Extra Urban 40.3 (7)-61.4 (4.6); Combined 35.3 
(8)-56.5 (5). The official C0 2 emissions are 185-130g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary 
according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Prices shown include delivery to dealer, number plates, 20% VAT, 12-month Government road fund licence and £55 first registration fee. Prices shown are Manufacturer's Recommended Retail Prices. 

Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, P0 Box 149, Watford WD171FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply. Our dealership 
introduces customers to a limited number of financial providers including RCI Financial Services Ltd. 

**3 years 0% APR representative offer is available on the Dacia Duster range with 30% deposit. Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers. Offers are available on featured new vehicles when ordered and registered by 30 September 2014. 
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Turbocharged new car sales 


With the UK now Europe’s third largest 
car producer and as sales continue to 
climb, the industry has every right to feel 
pleased with itself, writes Steve Loader 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Poweredby ff^QTORS 


N EW models and technol¬ 
ogy, attractive finance 
and strengthening 
economic confidence are 
all turbocharging UK car 
registrations. 

The combination has driven 
industry chiefs at the SMMT 
(Society for Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders) to revise sales forecasts 
for 2014. 

They had been expecting sales 
volumes to climb more than six per 
cent this year, but nothing like the 
near 11 per cent surge of 2013. 

But the SMMT is now expecting 
more than eight per cent growth by 
year end. 

“July saw the new car market 
extend its record period of growth to a 
29th month, as confident consumers 
took advantage of an array of new 
products and attractive finance deals 
on the latest fuel-efficient new cars,” 
said SMMT chief executive, Mike 
Hawes. 

“The continued positivity has led to 
an uplift in the SMMT full year 
forecast to 2.45 million passenger car 
registrations, a rise of 8.1 per cent. 

“However, the more moderate 
growth of the last three months 
shows that overall demand is 
beginning to stabilise.” 

Lest anyone think rising 
registrations are sucking in too many 


imported cars and fuelling another 
classic British boom ‘n’ bust scenario, 
it is also worth noting the UK’s status 
as a major car producer and exporter 
is also climbing. 

Car output here rose 3.1 per cent 
in 2013 to exceed 1.5 million units - 
the highest volume since 2007 - and 
a record two million is expected by 
2017. 

The UK has also now overtaken 
France to become Europe’s third 
largest car producer, after number 
one Germany and then Spain. 

Though motorists are adopting 
alternative fuel cars in greater 
numbers, these still represent a tiny 
percentage of overall registrations: 
the real growth is from switching or 
downsizing to more fuel-efficient 
conventional cars, in partnership 
with lower C02 emissions that can 
slash or even remove road tax. 

Manufacturers have also offered 
low rate finance, incentives such as 
maintenance plans and preferential 
insurance, and advantageous PCP 
(personal contract plan) schemes 
that help motorists work out exactly 
what their monthly motoring budget 
will be. 

And many would-be buyers have 
realised that buying a more frugal 
new car is a morale-boosting way to 
use savings currently earning little 
interest in the bank. 



FUELLING SALES SURGE: Skoda’s brilliant Citigo city car, Renault’s 
chic Clio supermini, and Toyota’s stylish UK-built Auris Touring Sports 
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DRIVING DOWN: Even a crossover like the Mitsubishi ASX or MPV like Citroen’s latest C4 Picasso are much cheaper to run now, but many people just downsize to city cars such as the Hyundai ilO 

Saving the wallet ahead of the planet 


OUGH times mean eco cars 
are bought to save the 
wallet or purse as much, if 
not more, than to help save 
the planet. 

Not only can such cars save huge 
fuel bills, with average consumption 
rates far better than might have been 
dreamed just 10 years ago, but they 
also save taxes. 

Business users can gain from 
models with lower benefit in kind 
taxes, but any road user can save 


with a car attracting a lower road 
tax. 

The latest tax bandings range from 
zero for cars with the lowest C02 
emissions (below lOOg/km) up to 
£475. 

Even more crucially, you don’t pay 
anything for low C02 emitting cars 
in bands A-D for the first year, but 
the tax soars as you go up the scale 
so that serious gas guzzlers in the top 
band, M, attract £1,030 tax in year 
one - not for nothing is the first year 


tariff otherwise known as the 
‘showroom tax’. Of course, anyone 
spending £50,000 to £100,000 on a 
car won’t fret about such small 
change, but most people like saving 
on fuel and tax while also doing their 
bit for the environment. 

Longer term, electric cars may be 
the answer and there has been much 
publicity about ‘plug-in’ models for 
overnight charging at home or city 
centre charging points. 

But battery technology must catch 


up and the zero emissions argument 
for electric is misleading; until we 
have zero emission power stations, 
electric cars simply transfer the C02 
and noxious gas output from exhaust 
pipe to belching chimney. 

Hybrids, pairing electric power 
and batteries with an internal 
combustion engine are a good 
halfway house. 

There are also conventional ‘eco’ 
cars, but these are not always cheap, 
so shop around and note that if you 


don’t cover enough miles to make 
fuel savings offset the car’s purchase 
price, conventional alternatives may 
be a better bet. 

Don’t ignore petrol models either; 
concerns about the NOx [nitrogen 
oxide] emissions from diesels, plus 
the higher price of the engines 
upfront and the fuel at the pumps 
must be compared with new small 
capacity low emission/consumption 
yet lively turbocharged petrol 
engines. 



Alfa Romeo with 


THE LEGEND HAS A NEW BEGINNING. 

THE NEW ALFA ROMEO QUADRIFOGLIO VERDE. 


For over 100 years, Alfa Romeo has made cars that enthusiasts dream about. Fast, stylish, unique and unmistakably Italian in design. For our top of the range Alfa MiTo and Giulietta we reserve the symbol of the Quadrifoglio Verde. 
Why a Cloverleaf? In 1923, driver Ugo Sivocci, the eternal 2nd place in circuit races, painted it onto his car to bring him luck. It worked, he crossed the finish line first. Now the newest edition of our Quadrifoglio Verde combines 
90 years of racing heritage with the very best of Alfa Romeo DNA. So, whichever car you choose, you’re guaranteed a driver experience that is distinctively Quadrifoglio Verde and is now available with 0% APR Representative*. 


NORTHGATE GARAGE (CANTERBURY) LTD NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1FW. i * I 

TEL 01227 829930 WWW.NORTHGATE-GROUP.CO.UK % 't 

Model shown: Alfa MiTo 1.4 TB MultiAir 170 bhp ALFA TCT Quadrifoglio Verde at £21,010 OTR including Matte Magnesio Grey Paint at £800 and Alfa Giulietta 1750 TBi 240 bhp ALFA TCT Quadrifoglio Verde Launch Edition at £30,770 OTR including Matte Magnesio Grey Paint at 
£490. Range of official fuel consumption figures for the Alfa MiTo & Giulietta Quadrifoglio Verde range: Urban 28.8 - 40.4 mpg (9.8 - 7.0 l/100km); Extra Urban 53.3 - 64.2 mpg (5.3- 4.4 l/100km); Combined 40.4 - 52.3 mpg (7.0 - 5.4 l/100km). C0 2 emissions 162 - 124 g/ 
km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Factors such as driving style, weather and road conditions may also have a significant effect 
on fuel consumption. *0% APR finance Hire Purchase available over a 2 year term for Alfa MiTo or a 3 year term for Alfa Giulietta. Minimum deposit of 47% required. Offer applies to models registered between 19th July 2014 and 30th September 2014. Retail sales only. 
Terms and conditions apply. Offer correct at time of printing. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. We work with a number of creditors including Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1 ORW. 
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RENAULT SUMMER SEASON 

LET SUMMER SET YOU FREE 


renault.co.uk 






RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE MEDIANAV 1.2 16V 75 
FROM £159 PER MONTH 


• Touchscreen navigation 

• £1500 deposit contribution* 

• Bass Reflex sound system 

• £500 contribution for your 
next new Renault** 

• Fffiripnt pnninp^ 

LI IIUIul 11 UliyillL/O 


• 4 years servicing • 4 years warranty • 4 years roadside cover 



RENAULT CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE MEDIANAV TCe 90 S&S 
FROM £169 PER MONTH 


• Washable, removable seat covers 

• £1000 deposit contribution* 

• Touchscreen navigation 

• £500 contribution for your 
next new Renault** 

• Efficient engines 

• 4 years servicing • 4 years warranty • 4 years roadside cover 



RENAULT ZOE DYNAMIQUE INTENS 

FROM £174 PER MONTH INCLUDING MANDATORY BATTERY HIRE OF £45 PER MONTH* 


• 100% Electric 

• £2750 deposit contribution* 

• Remote aircon activation 

• £500 contribution for your 
next new Renault** 

• Free 7kW domestic wall box fitted 

• 4 years servicing • 4 years warranty • 4 years roadside cover 


RENAULT CLIO REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE 


48 monthly payments of 

£159 

Total amount of credit 

£10,705 

Total amount payable 

£15,378 

Customer deposit 

£990 

Finance facility fee 

£99 

Duration 

49 m 

Cash price 

£13,195 

Optional final payment 

£5008 

Fixed interest rate p.a. 

6.12% 

Dealer deposit contribution 

£1500 

Option to purchase fee 

£149 

6.9% APR representative 



^ FOl 

Wh wa 


FOUR YEARS 
WARRANTY 
ROADSIDE COVER 
^SERVICING 
FINANCE PACKAGE 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD WESTMINSTER ROAD 
MADSTONE ME15 9XY CANTERBURY CT1 1YY 

TEL 0844 822 7112 TEL 0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 
TEL 0844 822 7094 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


BOOK A TEST DRIVE 



The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the cars shown (excluding ZOE) are: Urban 40.4 (7)—47 (6); Extra Urban 60.1 (4.7)—64.02 (4.4); Combined 51.4 
(5.5)—56.49 (5). The official C0 2 emissions are 127—115g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary with 
driving styles, road conditions and other factors. Renault ZOE C0 2 while driving: 0, mpg: n/a. 

4®fc Terms and exclusions apply. 4+ package available to non-business customers on new Renault vehicles. Warranty 4 years/100,000 miles and routine servicing 4 years/48,000 miles (whichever comes first). Servicing package available to Renault Selections customers only; alternatively can be purchased for just £299. Visit renault. 
co.uk/4plus for full details. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD171FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands). Offer based on 6000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Terms 
and conditions apply. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of financial providers including RCI Financial Services Ltd. 

*£2750 deposit contribution is available to new Renault Finance customers when taking Renault Finance on a new Renault ZOE (excluding ZOE Expression). £1500 deposit contribution is available to new Renault Finance customers when taking Renault Finance on a new Renault Clio (excluding Clio Expression and 
Renaultsport). £1000 deposit contribution is available to new Renault Finance customers when taking Renault Finance on a new Renault Captur. 

**lf you purchase your new Renault on Renault Selections, you will be eligible to receive a £500 contribution from Renault towards the purchase of your next new Renault vehicle. The contribution voucher will be available to download six months after the commencement date of your Renault Selections contract. 

tRenault ZOE offer includes the UK government’s plug-in car grant (PiCG). ZOE monthly payment of £174 set out above includes a credit repayment of £129 per month and a separate mandatory battery hire repayment of £45 per month, based on 750 miles per calendar quarter, excess miles 30p per mile including VAT. Minimum duration 12 
months. You will not own the battery. Visit renault.co.uk/zoe for full terms and conditions. 

Offers cannot be used with other schemes or finance offers and are available on specified new vehicles when ordered and registered by 30 September 2014. Clio shown has optional metallic paint, available at an additional £595. Captur shown has optional i.d. metallic paint at £495 and painted roof at £399. 
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DON’T accept the first deal on 
offer - be ready to haggle. 

DON’T be afraid to ask for 
trimmings like a tank of fuel, car 
mats or further discounts or extras. 
DON’T fall for what seems like a 
big bargain before you even 
haggle. It could be an unpopular 
engine or trim combination, or a 
car on ‘run-out’ where produc¬ 
tion ceased a while ago - it might 
be just as thirsty as your old car 
and depreciate badly. 

DO pick a model that saves fuel, 
insurance, road tax and deprecia¬ 
tion - it isn’t getting any easier 
out there. 

DON’T be blinded by road 
tax-exempt but expensive eco 
models though - check price, 
running costs, green credentials 
and the savings over your 
planned mileage versus years of 
ownership, then compare against 


Before 

buying 

new... 

the closest standard version. The 
overall savings on the standard 
car may surprise you. 

■ DON’T assume a diesel will save 
- you usually pay more upfront 
than a petrol model, so you need 
to cover more miles to claw that 
money back in fuel economy. And 
the engines are generally heavier, 


which means more wear on front 
tyres and mechanicals. The fuel is 
also dearer at the pumps, while 
economy and emissions on small 
petrol cars have improved and 
they are often nicer to drive. In 
short - do your sums. 

■ DO make the most of your part 
exchange - assuming you are not 
trading in a banger that the 
dealer will simply pack off to the 
nearest auction, it pays to make 
the most of your old car. Give it a 
clean and polish and replace any 
obvious missing items such as a 
wheel cover or badge; don't give 
the salesman an excuse to mark 
its value down. And make sure all 
the paperwork and history is 
neatly packaged up to go with the 
car. In short - be critical of your 
old motor and put right what you 
can without spending lots of 
money. 



CHOOSE YOUR MODEL: Whether it’s the advanced Lexus CH200h 
executive hybrid, left, Renault’s Megane Coupe or the elegant Hyundai i40 
Tourer, check you are getting the best version for your needs... and pocket 



TOYOTA 


ALWAYS A 

BETTER WAY 


year 

TOYOTA 

WARRANTY 


PARIS, 
MILAN, 
THE A1 


NEUJ YARIS SPORT 
AT MOTORLINE TOYOTA 


1 YEAR’S FREE INSURANCE 


To arrange a test drive contact us at: 


Motorline Ashford 

The Crescent 
Ashford TN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 8227122 


Motorline Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road 
Canterbury CT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 8227130 


Motorline Tunbridge Uiells 

Douuding Way 
Tunbridge Wells TN23UY 

Tel: 0844 8227169 


uiuiUi.motorline.toyota.co.uk 




Yaris Sport 1.33 VVT-i 5 door manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 43.5 (6.5), Extra Urban 65.7 (4.3), Combined 55.4 (5.1). CO 2 Emissions 119g/km. The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results. These are 
provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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Lipscomb. 

uiinin. Upscamb. ca.uk 




r 


s 


Order now for 
September delivery 


www.lipscomb.co.uk 


Lipscomb Maidstone Performance House, Forstal Rd, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent ME20 7XA 01622 238389 
Lipscomb Canterbury Central House, Ashford Rd, Chartham, Canterbury, Kent CT4 7HH 01227 208516 
Lipscomb Ashford Bridge House, Chart Rd, Ashford, Kent TN23 3HZ 01233 223079 



Vehicles are shown for illustration purposes only. 
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DOWNSIZER FAVOURITES: The Fiat 500, below, oozes retro charm while Alfa Romeo’s MiTo, left, stands apart from the supermini crowd and the tall body of the Honda Jazz is more like an MPV 


B RITISH car buyers have 
learned to love small cars. 

For years, the family 
car dominated sales, then 
we downshifted to family 
hatchbacks and now superminis rule. 

The trend has been driven by 
soaring fuel and insurance costs, 
greater environmental awareness, 
punitive road tax on larger cars, and 
ever more stylish small cars. 

The supermini and even smaller 
city car now have a 40 per cent 
share of new car sales, followed by 
family hatchbacks with around 25 



per cent of registrations. 

It might not be long though 
before family hatchbacks 
are under threat too from the 
new kid on the block, the 
crossover. 

As the name implies, this 
straddles several sectors by 
being part family hatch, part 


Kin UK 


MPV (multi-purpose vehicle) or 
people carrier, and part SUV 
(sports utility vehicle) and is 
highlighted by cars like the 
Hyundai ix35 and the 
Renault Captur. 

Nobody is saying this 
burgeoning sector will 
catch the supermini/city 


e 


car though, which packs so much 
into a small package. 

Even the commonality of the 
two-box shape - dictated by the need 
for compact on-road dimensions - 
can now be addressed by ever more 
imaginative customization: perhaps 
a roof in a different colour, pattern or 
decal; special wheels or bespoke door 
mirrors; or a wild paint job. 

The fact is, superminis often look 
alike, but they don’t have to, as 
proved by the personalisation of key 
models like the Fiat 500 and Citroen 
DS3. 


SPECIAL 

ADDfflO 


- - * * 



The New Lexus IS 300h Executive Edition loaded 
with luxury features: 

+ Heated leather seats + Front and rear parking sensors 
+ Lexus Navigation + Smart entry system 

PREMIUM VALUE 

=■- from Lexus - 


IS 300h Executive Edition 
Term 

41 monthly payments 
Cash price 
Customer deposit 


Amount of credit 


_ Guaranteed future value / 

42 months optional final payment 

£329.00 Finance Deposit Allowance 

£30,605.00 Total amount payable 

£7,657.83 Fixed rate of interest (per annum) 


£21,947.17 Representative 


£11,902.50 


£1,000.00 


AMAZING IN MOTION 


LEXUS CANTERBURY Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7PX 0844 822 6997 
LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells TN2 3UY 0844 822 7058 


www.canterbury.lexus.co.uk 

www.tunbridgewells.lexus.co.uk 


*5.9% APR Representative and £1,000 finance deposit allowance available over 42 months on a Lexus Connect (PCP) scheme with 0%-35% deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Only on new retail sales of IS when ordered and proposed for finance between 1 July 2014 and 30 September 2014, registered 
and financed by 31 December 2014 through Lexus Financial Services at participating Lexus Centres. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer Terms and conditions apply. Excess mileage charge applies over 35,000 miles at 12 pence per mile, Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to 
status to over 18s. Lexus Centre are independent of Lexus Financial Services. Lexus Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC. Registered Office: Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


IS Series fuel consumption and CO 2 figures: Urban 22.8 - 64.2 (12.4 - 4.4 l/IOOkm), extra-urban 38.7 - 62.8 (7.3 - 4.5 l/100km), combined 30.7 - 65.7 (9.2 - 4.3 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 99 - 213 g/km. 
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www.citroen.co.uk 


BARRETTS CANTERBURY 

YOUR CITROEN EXPERT 


NEW CARS • USED CARS • SERVICING 
PARTS • COMMERCIALS • FINANCE 



BARRETTS CITROEN 01227 828999 

WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1YY www.barrettskent.co.uk 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 
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Power to the people carrier 


S uperminis rule the uic 

motor market, but they 
cannot conquer the hearts 
and minds of people who 
simply need room for the 
family or major load space. 

These are the buyers who have 
made MPVs (multipurpose vehicles), 
SUVs (sports utility vehicles) and 
crossovers into powerful sectors of 
the overall market. 

Renault started the MPV thing and 
its Scenic is one of the best-known 
models, available with five or seven 
seats and now also including the 
rugged XMOD variant with special 


traction control on its front wheels. 

Another comprehensive MPV 
brand is Vauxhall. Its line-up starts 
with the supermini-size Agila and 
steps up to the Meriva, which has 
rearward opening back doors for 
easy access. 

Then come the Zafira sisters: 
the original being joined by the 
even roomier and more upmarket 
Zafira Tourer - but both have the 
brand’s trademark fold flat Flex7 rear 
seats. 

One of the VauxhaH’s fiercest 
rivals, however, is the Toyota Verso. 
The new generation model is sharply 


styled for such a space-efficient car. 

Korean sister brands Kia and 
Hyundai have also leapt into 
contention in this sector with their 
Sportage and ix35 SUV-cum-crosso- 
ver models respectively, with Kia 
recently adding its classy new 
generation Carens MPV. 

When choosing your MPV, look 
for versatility by checking if the rear 
seats are easy to move and fold 
individually; whether they fold flat 
for a clear load space; and also 
whether the two rearmost seats in a 
seven-seater model are easy to 
access. 



SHORT FOR VERSATILITY: Vauxhall’s Zafira Tourer, top left, the good- 
looking five or seven-seat Kia Carens and Toyota’s seven-seat Verso, above 




kia.co.uk 


'VR7' 


3 years' servicing for £99+ 

35% deposit 24 month term on Personal Contract Purchase. 


£119 


nrjnai 'S-S- WIV 

£69 -b— 


The Power to Surprise 

Canterbury Kia 1 Westminster Road, Canterbury CT1 1YY 01227 828210www.canterbury-kia.co.uk 


reevoo% 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the new Kia 'VR7' range are: Urban 32.1 (8.8) - 72.4 (3.9), Extra Urban 53.3 (5.3) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 42.8 (6.6) - 78.5 (3.6). C02 emissions are 148 - 94 g/km. 

MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Models shown: Picanto 5-dr 'VR7' 1.0 68bhp 5-speed manual @ £9,095 including £750 customer saving; Rio 3-dr 'VR7' 1.25 84bhp 5-speed manual @ £10,595 
including £1,000 customer saving; cee'd 5-dr 'VR7' 1.4 98bhp 6-speed manual @ £14,200 including £1,000 customer saving. Customer savings vary by model derivative. Specification is subject to change without notice. We can introduce you to a limited number of 
carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. Price, Reevoo score and number of reviews correct at the time of going to press. |3 years' servicing (Kia Care-3) for £99 offer is only valid on applicable 'VR7' models. Log 
onto kia.co.uk/vr7 for full details. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty, for terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Retail sales only. Subject to availability on vehicles registered between 01/07/2014 and 30/09/2014. 
Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 18's or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Anticipated annual mileage 9,000 miles on Picanto and Rio, 12,000 miles on 
cee'd. Excess mileage charge 14.9p per mile. YOU WILL NOT OWN THE VEHICLE UNTIL ALL PAYMENTS ARE MADE. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, where equity is available, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment 
(Picanto: £4,246, Rio: £4,785.50, cee'd: £6,404.75) to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Kia Motors Finance RH1 1SR. 10035 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA. 

Welcome BLACK 


Range highlights include 





Metallic or Pearlescent paint 


Black alloy wheels 


Sunset glass 


Satellite navigation 


DAB radio 



Introducing the new SKODA Black Edition — style with substance 


The new Black Edition is available across the entire range of SKODA models, 
With sporty styling and a host of exciting features as standard. 

Range starts from £10,090 on the road. 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est., 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

084B 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 
Kent DA2 6HH 

084B 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/IOOkm) for the SKODA range: Urban 21.7 (13.0) to 74.3 (3,8), Extra 
Urban 40.4 (7.0) to 94.2 (3.0), Combined 30,4 (9.3) to 88,3 (3,2), C0 2 emissions for 
the SKODA range 217 to 85g/km, Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect 
real driving results. 
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BIG TEST: Volvo V40 in Cross Country spec and Citroen’s classy little DS3 


ou must raKe a 



drive 


By Steve Loader 

R OAD test articles should 
be fairly objective - it’s 
what we aim for in our 
own Kent on Sunday 
Driving section. 

But they can only ever give you a 
snapshot or a pointer to your next 
car, so the test drive is crucial. Here 
are some tips: 

BOOK EARLY: New registration is 
a busy time for dealers and this is a 
big purchase, so map out a ‘test drive 
campaign’ where you drive your 
chosen candidates soon after one 
another to allow more accurate 
comparisons. 

You are helped here by many 
dealers choosing ‘motor city’ sites 
like Broad Oak at Canterbury, 
Ashford’s Orbital Park and Dowding 
Way in Tunbridge Wells - you can 
get from one dealer to another 
quickly - but don’t leave bookings to 
the last minute. 

DON’T BE HURRIED: So, it is a 

busy period, but insist you get 
enough time with the car to drive it 
in all situations: in town traffic, on 
the motorway - or some high-speed 
cruising at least - and on less 
well-maintained rural roads. 

An hour should be sufficient, as 


long as you avoid getting stuck in a 
rush-hour jam. 

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR? If you do get an hour and 
experience of different road surfaces, 
you will get a better idea of seat and 
ride comfort, how refined it is in 
terms of engine, wind, tyre and 
mechanical noise, and especially... 

DO YOU LIKE THE CONTROLS? 

A decade ago, these were pretty 
standard and it was easy to switch 
from one car to another and quickly 
find your way around the dashboard. 

Ironically, many carmakers are 
now going their own way in search 
of the best ergonomics or human 
interaction with the controls, but 
they don’t suit everyone. Just one 
bone of contention is the modern 
electronic handbrake and the many 
different installations by different 
brands. 

IS IT THE RIGHT SPEC? Try to 

get a test car as close to the one you 
are interested in, even if you have to 
wait a few days for the dealer to 
arrange it or have to go to another 
dealership. 

Chances are the dealer will have a 
higher spec model than the one you 
want. It’s then easier to be seduced 
by the car, although this can 


backfire if it is one fitted with larger 
wheels - these may look better but 
can affect ride comfort. 

MAKE IT A FAMILY OUTING: It 

can be a painful process of ‘are we 
there yet?’ proportions, but try to get 
as many of the would-be car users 
involved in the test drive - drivers 
and non-drivers. 

The sort of issues here are: yes, it’s 
great for those in the front but what 
about comfort and visibility in the 
back? There are three seat belts, but 
is there really room for three across 
the back seat, especially if one place 
has to take a strap-in child seat or 
booster as well? Can I lift shopping in 
and out of the boot easily or indeed, 
is there much of a boot? 

DON’T BE RUSHED: Whether you 
have one candidate or several cars to 
check out, don’t sit down and sign on 
the dotted line unless you are 100 
per cent sure the car’s right for you. 
Chances are that it won’t be - or for 
your finances perhaps. 

So you need to go away and 
consider options and choices; maybe 
leave the salesman with a reason to 
be cheerful by asking whether it 
would be okay to come back later for 
another test drive. If the reaction is 
not good then you’ve learned 
something there too! 


HONDA. 

Thu Piiwup tat □nua.-iini 


EVERYTHING ON BLACK 


CIVIC BLACK SPECIAL EDITION 
0% APR Representative, £0 deposit 


78,5 mile* por Dalton 

Voted yje't rrtOH rflllafrte cor blond Id 

8 yrKm by Why l Cdl 7 rftQtiffH 




WAIPAHU 

I SAVING 


*!OAD ASSISt 
iO» CSS5 

£1,290 


BARRETTS HONDA 

Vauxbali Rood, Can lei bury, Kent CTI lYt 

Call 0122? 8*6244 or visi I www.barrellshoncio.co.ufc 


Fuel cani-umplIon figure* lot the CMc 16 l-DIEC Hock Special Edllten In mpg {1/ 100km): Urban 70.6 [40). Exlra Urban 85.4 {30). Combined 78.5 (3.6). CO^mlitFoni: ^ g/km. 
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WHICH HORSE IS RIGHT FOR YOUR COURSE? Clockwise from top left: Honda’s CR-V SUV, the Renault Captur crossover, the Lexus IS300h executive hybrid and Skoda’s Octavia Greenline 



new Hyundai ilO 

They say happiness is infectious. If it is, the combination of stunning good looks, 

great customer reviews and our reassuring 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty make 

the flew Generation ilO highly contagious. Visit hyundai.co.uk now and get ready for happy. 


Get ready for happy 


Personal Contract Purchase Representative Example - ilO S 1.0 


24 Monthly Payments Of 
Customer Deposit 
Cash Price of Vehicle 
Total Amount of Credit 


£99 

£2,837.11 

£9,090 

£6,252.89 


Interest Charges 

£645.61 

Representative APR % 

5.9% 


Total Amount Payable 

£9,735.61 

Fixed Interest Rate % p.a. 

3.04% 

Optional Final Payment 

£4,522.50 

Excess Mileage Charge Per Mile 

14.9p 

HYUnDHI 

Duration of Agreement 

24 months 

Annual Mileage 

10,000 


nEWTHinKinG. 
nEW POSSIBILITIES. 


Motorline Hyundai — Canterbury 01227 817555 Units 2b & 2c, Westminster Road, Canterbury CT 1 1 YY 
Motorline Hyundai - Maidstone 01622 624070 Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone ME 1 5 9Yn 


WHATCAR? 

1 carbuyer 1 

(kj| 

O 

Year 2014 ■ 

l CAR OF THE YEAR J 




Fuel consumption in MPG (l/100km) for new Generation ilO range: Urban 35.3 (8.0) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1) - 76.3 (3.7), Combined 
45.6 (6.2) - 65.7 (4.3), C02 Emissions 142 - 98 g/km. Fuel consumption figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be 
used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect a II driving results. 

Model shown: ilO S 1.0 at £9,090 OTR including Sleek Silver metallic paint at £495. On the road prices show VAT where applicable, delivery, vehicle first registration fee, number plates and 12 months’ Road Fund Licence. You will 
own the vehicle once all repayments are made. At the end of the Personal Contract Purchase there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return 
the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition of the vehicle. Terms and Conditions apply. Finance subject to status. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantees/Indemnities may be reguired. Hyundai Motor 
Finance RH1 1SR. Offer not available for customers under the Hyundai Affinity Programme. 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty: terms and exclusions apply. Visit www.hyundai.co.uk/owning or ask your local Dealer. 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 0845 671 4460 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


AVENUE BUILDING COMPANY 

Specialists in Healthcare Construction 


Experienced Buyer/Surveyor 

Required for small construction company 
Maidstone area. 

Salary negotiable, computer experience essential. 

Please e-mail cv in the first instance to 
smiller@avenuebuilding.co.uk 

No Agencies 



DMS requires Self-Employed 

Mortgage Arrears Field Agent 

in the local area 


The successful applicant will be 
professional and have a Financial 
Services background. 

Contact Alison Bushell 
on 01635 517013 or apply online 
www.dmsarrearssolutions.co.uk 

DMS operates an Equal Opportunities Policy. 


Be part of our successful team 

Field Sales Account Manager 



To find out more: 


Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Home based 
Field Sales Account Manager to cover the East of the 
[County, your role will be to support and increase existing 
buisness as well as seeking out new oppotunities for our 
portfolio of publications as well as on line. 
We want ambitious people to join our successful sales 
teams and are looking for IT-literate individuals 
who are task focused with a good eye for 
detail, and a strong proven sales background. 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally 
and in writing. If you think you have the talent we 
require, and you are ambitious, target driven 
and want to be part of our growth plans 
then we want to hear from you immediately. 


www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 
or email: employment@archant.co.uk 
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TLC (SOUTHERN) LTD 

One of the UK's leading Electrical Wholesalers 
based in Rochester require a 


TRADE COUNTER SALES 
PERSON/WAREHOUSE PERSON 

to join a small, friendly team 


Any previous experience of dealing with customers 
direct in a Trade environment an advantage 
A good telephone manner and computer 
experience essential 
For an application form please 
telephone the branch on 

01634 711712 


Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME101PF 
A member of Swale Academies Trust 

LESSON SUPERVISOR 

Required for September 2014, Term time only, 5 days a week 
Salary starting at £17,302 rising to £19,031 pa (pro-rata) 

(equal to £12,895- £14,183) 

This post is designed to provide supervision of classes in the absence 
of the subject teacher or form tutor. The job is not a teaching role 
but will require good classroom management skills as well as a 
confident personality, a good presence, excellent communication 
skills and the ability to adapt quickly to a varied and constantly 
changing routine. 

Applicants should be well educated, preferably to further education 
level, and ideally have experience of giving support in the classroom, 
possibly as a Teaching Assistant, although other qualifications and 
personal/work experiences will be taken into account. 

Employment will start after a one-week paid in-service training 
course. There will be a six-month probationary period. 

8.25am - 3.20pm with 1 hour unpaid breaks, term time only plus 
1 staff training day. 5 weeks paid holiday entitlement, pro rata. 
Ofsted 2012, Achievement is outstanding, Teaching is outstanding, 
Behaviour is outstanding, Leadership is outstanding 
Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School or online 
(www. swal eacad em i estrust. org.uk). 

Please note, we cannot accept CVs without an application form. 
Closing date: 4 September 2014 (noon) 



Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to an 
enhanced DBS check. 

Contact DetailsTel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 


Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA - Headteacher: MrSCoxMA 
Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, 

Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 
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Fill your job 
vacancies fast 


To advertise in this section call: 

0845 671 4460 and 020 8477 3720 

emaiiappointments@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Climate you can control 

Cooling, heating, ventilation, electrical 


A fantastic opportunity to work as an 

Air Conditioning Improver 

You will carry out installations for a variety of 
clients across the UK. You will work with an 
Engineer at all times and be supported to gaining 
further qualifications in your trade. 

Ideally you would have some experience in Air 
Conditioning, if possible. 

You should also ideally have a Skill Card. 
Most important is a good attitude, the willingness 
to progress, improve and learn. 

Hours are Monday - Friday 8am until 5.30pm with 
OT when required. 


Contact Vince Mann on vincefBiac.uk.com 


Local job 

search 

Local job 

found 



jobs24 

in paper, online and 
on your mobile 



jobs !4 .co.uk/mobile 


To advertise in this section 

H 0845 671 4460 & 020 8477 3720 email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 
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You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA I Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


NOTICE OF INTENDED 
LAND DISPOSAL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 

SECTION 123 (2A) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council intends to dispose of the 
freehold interest in four areas of land, which are 
for identification purposes are described in the 
schedule to this notice. 

This notice is given in so far as the areas of land 
consist of or form part of an open space within 
the meaning of the above Section. 

Plans of the land are available to view at the 
Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent TNI 2AB or at the Weald Information 
Centre, The Old Fire Station, Stone Street, 
Cranbrook TN17 3HF. 

Objections to the proposed disposals must be 
made in writing to the Legal Services Manager, 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1RS 
by no later than 5th September 2014. 

SCHEDULE 

Land adjacent to 21 Dale Street, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent (approximately 0.012 hectares) 

Land adjacent to 1 Harries Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent (approximately 0.019 hectares) 

Land on the west side of Quarry Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent (approximately 0.009 hectares) 

Land at Aspen Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
(approximately 0.002 hectares) 

John Scarborough, 

Head of Legal Services Wells ' 

Dated 18 August 2014 


AUCTION SALE 
11th September 
2014 


barnard 

marcus 


By order of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 


Site at Quarry Road, TNI - site of approx. 
0.021 acres (Guide £10,000) 

Land at Harries Road, TN2 - land of approx. 
0.047 acres (Guide £3,000) 

Land at Dale Street/Albert St, TNI - land of 
approx. 0.031 acres(Guide £10,000) 

Land at Aspen Way, TN4 - land of approx. 
0.004 acres(Guide £1,500) 


Please call 0208 741 8088 
www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises 
Licence 

Notice is hereby given that The Ballroom Ltd has 
applied to Canterbury City Council for the GRANT 
of a Premises Licence to operate the following 
Regulated Activities: Plays, films, live and recorded 
music, the performance of dance and the supply of 
alcohol on the premises only between 09.00 and 
Ol.OOhrs every day and Late Night Refreshment 
between 23.00 and 01.30hrs every day with one 
extra hour for all Regulated Activities at the end of 
the day on the Sunday of the Easter Bank Holiday, 
the two May Bank Holidays and the August Bank 
Holiday. Also, one extra hour at the end of the day 
on Christmas Eve, Boxing Day and to celebrate St. 
George’s, St. Andrew’s, St. David’s, St. Patrick’s, St. 
Valentine’s, Halloween and Guy Fawkes. On New 
Year’s Eve: to continue from the end of trading until 
the beginning of trading on New Year’s Day; all at 
the following premises: The Ballroom, 15 Orange 
Street, Canterbury, Kent CT1 2JA. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected 
at www.canterbury.gov.uk/licensing or at Council 
Offices, Military Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 
1YW tel. 01227 862000 by appointment with the 
Licensing Team between 10am and 4pm Monday to 
Friday. Any person wishing to submit representations 
to this application must give notice in writing 
to the address shown above, giving in detail the 
grounds of objection by 19/09/2014. The Council 
will not entertain representations where the writer 
requests that their identity remains anonymous. 
Copies of all representations will be included in the 
papers presented to the Licensing Sub Committee 
and will therefore pass into the public domain. 
Representations must relate to one or more of the 
four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public 
nuisance and the protection of children from harm. 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

PREMISES LICENCE VARIATION. 

Notice is hereby given that Yoshit Patel has applied 
to Tonbridge and Mailing Borough Council for 
the variation of a Premises Licence for Sweet 
Stop, 2 Quarry Hill Parade, Tonbridge, Kent, 
TN9 2HR to vary the sale by retail of alcohol for 
consumption off the premises only to 05:00hours 
to 24:00hours Monday to Sunday AND TO VARY 
LAY-OUT AS PER APPLICATION 
Any person wishing to view details of the variation can 
contact the licensing team on 01732 876388. 

Any person or responsible authority wishing to make 
representation about the proposals should make them 
in writing to:Licensing Service, Tonbridge and Mailing 
Borough Council, Gibson Building, Gibson Drive, 
Kings Hill, West Ma ilin g, Kent ME19 4LZ, Email: 
licensing.services@tmbc.gov.uk giving in detail the 
grounds of objection by 16th September 2014 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application. The 
maximum fine for which a person is liable on summary 
of conviction for the offence is £5000. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Mr Shane Jarvis has made an application in accordance 
with the Licensing Act 2003 for a premises licence for 
Mockbeggar Farm Shop, Town Road, Cliffe Woods, 
Rochester ME3 8EU. The application is for the Sale 
of Alcohol (Monday to Sunday 09:30 - 22:30), and 
Recorded Music (Monday to Sunday 09:30 - 17:00). 
This application has been made to Medway Council, 
Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR. 
Full details of the application and plans can be viewed 
at Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham Kent, ME4 4TR 
during normal hours of business. 

Any interested party who wishes to make a 
representation about this application should do so in 
writing to Medway Council or by email to licensing® 
medway.gov.uk no later than September 30, 2014. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application which, upon 
conviction, carries a maximum fine of £5,000. 


Public Consultation 
for Ashford Designer 
Outlet Expansion 

Wednesday 3rd September 2014 
12pm - 8pm 

Stour Centre, Station Approach, 
Ashford, TN23 1ET 

These plans include over 30 new retail 
units, restaurants and visitor centre with 
enhanced linkages and connectivity to 
the Town Centre. 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

An applicant has been made by the Halpern Charitable 
Foundation for the premises: Nucleus Arts Riverside Hub, 
13 Military Rd, Chatham, ME4 4JG On the date of 18th 
August 2014. The application is for the Sale of Alcohol 
and the showing of Films, during the hours of )7:00 to 
23:00 every day. With an additional late night opening on 
New Years Eve until 02:00 Any person wishing to view the 
details of the application may contact Medway Council 
Licensing Unit on 01634 337107 or 337108. 

Any person wishing to make a representation about the 
application should make them in writing on or before the 
15th September 2014: Licensing Unit, Medway Council, 
Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham, ME4 4TR licensing® 
medway.gov.uk 


To advertise in this section 

0845 671 4460 
and 020 8477 3720 

email appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 


Get your CV in front of local employers 
Upload it to jobs24. co.uk today 


PLANNING 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0937/SH - Little Droveway Droveway Stelling Minnis 
Canterbury Kent - Change of use of private stables and stud yard 
to a quarantine/isolation yard for exporting horses. 
Y14/0906/SH# - Dungeness B Power Station Dungeness Road 
Lydd Romney Marsh Kent - Works to enhance the resilience of 
the existing shingle ridge to the south of Dungeness B Nuclear 
Power Station, by placing rock armour between the Station’s 
rear retaining wall at the south of the Station and the landward 
crest of the existing shingle ridge and extending across the whole 
frontage of the Dungeness B Nuclear Power Station and 25m 
beyond to the west. 

Y14/0885/SHt - 4 & 6 Douglas Avenue Hythe Kent CT21 5JT - 
Erection of linked single storey rear extension to both properties, 
following removal of existing conservatory to No.6. 

Y14/0781/SH# - Hazeldene Cottage George Lane New Romney 
Kent TN28 8BS - Erection of a section of replacement wall/fence. 
Y14/0789/SH - Communications Mast Crete Road East 
Folkestone Kent - Installation of 2 no. dipole antennas, a 
1.8m diameter satellite dish and development ancillary thereto 
(Telecommunications development). 

Y14/0926/SH# - The Seahorse 109-111 Coast Drive Greatstone 
New Romney Kent - Change of use and conversion of public 
house to a residential dwelling house. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning@ 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

t - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


Treat someone 
special 

with a gift voucher from 
subscript i on\.ave 


Available in £5, 

£10, £25 and £50 
denominations. 

Subscription Save 

voudiere can be 
redeemed online 
(or any magazine 
subscription or 
single product purchase. 

www.su bscriptionsave 
.co.uk/giftvoucher 
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Gemili set to sit 
out rest of year 
as focus turns to 
Beijing in 2015 


SPRINTER Adam Gemili hinted he 
may sit out the rest of the season after 
a return to action in the Diamond 
League meeting in Zurich on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

The 20-year-old, from Dartford, 
finished fifth in a highly competitive 
field in the 100m which also featured 
the likes of the returning former 
world record holder Asafa Powell and 
former world champion Tyson Gay. 

Superstar Usain Bolt pulled out of 
the race last weekend. 

Gemili finished strongly but never 
looked like he was going to win a 
tough race just two weeks after his 
heroics, at the same venue, in the Eu¬ 
ropean Championships which boost¬ 
ed his confidence levels. 

Racing in lane eight, he recorded a 
time of 10.13 seconds. Winner Kemar 
Bailey-Cole put in a season’s best 9.96 
seconds. Fellow Brit and Gemili’s 
training partner, James Dasaolu, fin¬ 
ished third. 

Speaking after the race finished, 
Gemili admitted he was feeling the 
strain of a gruelling season. 

He said: “It was OK but coming off 
the back of two championships it was 
tough. Finishing fifth was good but 
for me for this year, I think I may have 
to call it a day.” 

Bolt has already made a similiar deci¬ 
sion, after a season dogged with injury. 


It’s certainly been a fruitful season 
for Gemili. 

At the Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow he secured a silver in the 
100m before heading to the Europe¬ 
an Championship and walking off 
with an impressive gold medal in the 
200m - his first senior title. 

That victory once again prompted 
commentators to urge the former 
budding footballer, who emerged on 
the scene just ahead of the London 
2012 Olympic Games, to suggest he 
focus on the longer distance. 

He added to his medal haul at the 
same championships by being part of 
the gold-winning 4x100m Great Brit¬ 
ain men’s relay team. 

By taking the rest of the season off 
to re-charge his batteries, the sprint¬ 
er will now look to fully focus on two 
key upcoming events. 

In almost exactly a year’s time, Bei¬ 
jing in China will host the IAAF 
World Championships, where Gemili 
will relish another opportunity to 
dazzle on the world stage. 

After that, all eyes will turn to Rio 
and the Olympic Games of 2016. 

After stepping up from the junior to 
senior level for London 2012 - and 
reaching the men’s 100m final - the 
expectation will weigh heavily on the 
Kent star to deliver on that early 
promise. 
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FIFTH : The Dartford star returned to the track at Zurich on Thursday 


Shakey ready for final Showdown as testing 
time reveals he’s setting pace in title race 



REVVED UP: Shane 'Shakey' Byrne 
70 Week ending August 31,2014 


SHEPPEY speed demon Shane 
‘Shakey’ Byrne is aiming to enter the 
final ‘Showdown’ stage of the British 
Superbike Championship in top form 
after midweek testing again 
underlined him as the racer to beat. 

Currently leading the rankings in 
the main season races, the champi¬ 
onship divides after next weekend’s 
race at Donington Park with the 
final three races pitting the title 
chasers against each other in what’s 
known as the Showdown. 

Byrne, racing for the Rapid 
Solicitors Kawasaki team, delivered 
two podium finishes last weekend at 
Cadwell Park in Lincolnshire, then 
followed that up by topping the 
pre-Showdown test at the Dutch 
circuit Assen. It hosts the first 
Showdown race on September 21. 

In what was a key psychological 
victory, he edged out title rival Josh 
Brookes in the test. The Milwaukee 
Yamaha racer currently trails Byrne 
by a little under 100 points. 

Speaking after the test, Byrne said: 
“Wednesday was the sort of day that 


we have needed for a while and we 
have boxed-off the majority of our 
preparations ahead of the Showdown. 

“The sizeable changes we did make 
weren’t the sort of thing you could 
just bolt in and expect to go quicker, 
so we have gained valuable experi¬ 
ence that we hopefully can put to 
good use over the coming rounds.” 

The triple British Superbike 
champion, runner-up in last year’s 
competition, is keen to ensure he 
secures a fourth crown in 2014. 

He did his efforts no harm over the 
bank holiday weekend when, on a wet 
Cadwell Park he secured two second 
place finishes. With podium finishes 
adding to the final points tally, it 
helped swell confidence levels. 

His weekend was not without 
incident, however. 

During the final free practice 
session he slid off, before securing 
pole position by breaking the 
circuit’s lap record. But the first race 
was ended by the red flag following 
heavy rain, with Byrne neck-a-neck 
with Tommy Bridewell. 


Byrne said: “I was a bit annoyed 
with the result in the first race and it 
was a tough one to take. I led every 
lap of the race and whenever anyone 
overtook me, I was able to get back 
past them straightaway. 

“Conditions were even more 
difficult for the second race and it 
was probably the longest 15 laps I’ve 
ever had. Second was a really good 
finish so I’m happy.” 

He was pipped in that race by Peter 
Hickman. 

Paul Bird, team owner of the Rapid 
Solicitors Kawasaki team, said on 
Monday: “It was a great day for 
Shakey who claimed more podium 
points and increased the lead over 
his rivals. His consistency this year 
has been amazing and he rode two 
brilliant races in difficult conditions 
by using his head.” 

After eight rounds, the champion¬ 
ship table sees Byrne leading Josh 
Brookes by 96 points, increasing his 
important podium credits tally to 56, 
a lead of 21 going into the next 
round at Donington Park. 


Sport Shorts 


Gills seek to paint 
better cup luck 

GILLINGHAM return to cup action 
on Tuesday - looking to put the 
disappointment of this week’s League 
Cup exit behind them - as they travel 
to face Stevanage in the Johnstone’s 
Paint Trophy 

The Gills welcomed Premier 
League giants Newcastle United to 
Priestfield last Tuesday for a second 
round Capital One Cup clash. But 
despite a brave battle, they were 
undone by an own goal, losing 1-0. 

Glamorgan head 
to St Lawrence 

AFTER the drama of the Royal 
London One-Day Cup quarter-final 
against Gloucestershire on Friday, 
Kent return to County Champion¬ 
ship action today. 

The county side host Glamorgan at 
the St Lawrence Ground in Canter¬ 
bury in Division Two of the Champi¬ 
onship. 

Kent currently sit fifth in the table, 
Glamorgan eigth, kept off the bottom 
only by win-less Leicestershire. 

Fleet investigate 
‘racism’ allegation 

EBBSFLEET United have begun an 
investigation into claims a fan made 
racist comments following last 
Saturday’s away game against 
Whitehawk. 

The club received a written 
allegation from a Whitehawk 
supporter and have appealed for any 
witnesses to the incident to come 
forward and get in touch. A spokes¬ 
man said: “The club does not tolerate 
any racism or discrimination.” 

Chance to team 
up with Holcombe 

NATIONAL League hockey outfit 
Holcombe stages its annual club day 
next weekend - giving new players 
across the age groups the chance to 
join up. 

The event begins at 10am with 
registration next Saturday at the 
club ground near Rochester and 
continues until 5pm. 

It will cost £5 for adults and £3 for 
juniors, with a tournament staged 
and barbecue. 

Owens eyes final 
flourish to season 

PEMBURY racer Raoul Owens jetted 
out to the Czech Republic for this 
weekend’s penultimate Formula 
Renault 2.0 Northern European Cup 
meeting triple-header. 

The 19-year-old will be hoping the 
two races today - following Satur¬ 
day’s opener - will allow him to 
finish with a flourish in the highly 
competitive series. He admits this 
season has been frustrating leaving 
him off the championship pace. 


KEA 
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TUE 7- SAT11 OCTOBER 


MON 22 - SAT 27 SEPTEMBER 


AT THE ORCHARD THEATRE 


FIRST-CLASS ENTERTAINMENT 

4naelina / JHJHu chapman's 
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^Ballering 
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PSYCHIC SALLY: ELIO PACE m 
ON THE ROAD ™ E Biav WWiM0 

» n « , fedteiid cd TUE 2 SEPTEMBER 


SHAKATAK 

THU 4 SEPTEMBER 


COMEDY 
BURGER PINT 
NIGHT 

FRl S SEPTEMBER 


miMv i * 1 

CHAMPIONS OF MADAMA BLOFELD AND 

MAGIC BUTTERFLY BAXTER 

SUN 21 SEPTEMBER SUN 28 SEPTEMBER MON 29 SEPTEMBER 


THE SOOTY 
SHOW 

SAT 6 SEPTEMBER 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 

BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 
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1313 Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr 

Plus get 2 year’s free 
Servicing when financed 
through Santander on the 
following deal 



SAVE 

OVER 

£8000 

against cost when new 


Representative Example 


60 Monthly 

Cash 

Deposit 

Payments 

Price 

£145.86 

£7,100 

NIL 


Amount of 
Credit 


£7,100 


Interest 

Charges 


Total Amount 
Payable 


Borrowing 

Rate 


Representative 


£1,651.60 


£8,751.60 


4.65% 


8.9%APR 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Please ask for further details. 


Barnes Auto Store 


Sutton Road, Parkwood Estate 
Maidstone ME15 9FB 
Telephone: 08442 475 302 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 
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